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PRAYING ACCORDING TO THE WILL OF
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- GotQuestions.org —
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Man's highest aim should be to bring glory to God
{1 Corinthians 10:31}, and this includes praying
according to His will. First, we must ask for wisdom.
“If any of you lacks wisdom, he should ask God, who
gives generouslhy to zll without finding fault, and it
will be given to him® {Jlames 1:5}. In asking for
wisdom, we must also trust that God is gracious and
willing to answer our prayers: “But when he asks,
he must believe and not doubt” [Jamsas 1:6; see also
Mark 11:24). 5o, praying according to the will of
God includes asking for wisdom {to know the will of
God) and asking in faith (to trust the will of God).

Here are saven biblical instructions that will guide
the beligver in praying according to God's will:

1) Pray for the things for which the Bible commands
prayer. We are told to pray for ocur enemies
{Matthew 5:44); for God to send missionaries [Luke
10:2); that we do not enter temptation (Matthew
26:41); for ministers of the Word (Colossians 4:3; 2
Thessalonians 3:1); for government authorities (1
Timothy 2:1-3); for relief from affliction (Jlames
:13]; and for the healing of fzllow believers (lames
:16]. Where God commands prayer, we can pray
with confidence that we are praying according to
His will.

2) Follow the example of godly characters in

scripture. Paul prayed for the salvation of Israel
{Romans 10:1). David prayed for mercy and
forgiveness when he sinned (Psalm 51:1-2). The
sarhy church prayed for boldness to witness (Acts
4:29). These prayers were according to the will of
God, and similar prayers today can be as well. As
with Paul and the early church, we should always be
praying for the salvation of others. For ourselves,
we should pray as David prayed, always aware of
our sin and bringing it before God before it hinders
our relationship with Him and thwarts our prayers.
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3) Pray with the right maotivation. Selfish motives
will not be blessed by God. “When you ask, you do
not receive, becauss you ask with wrong motives,
that you may spend what you get om your
pleasures” (lames 4:3). We should also pray, not
s0 our lofty words can be heard and we may be
seen by others as “spirftuzl,” but maostly in private

and in secret, s0 that our heavenly Father will hear
in private and reward us openly [Matthaw &:5-6].

4) Bray with a spirit of forgivenass toward others
[Mark 11:25]. & spirit of bitternsss, anger, revenge
or hatred toward others will prevent our hearts
from praying im total submission to God. Just as we
are told not to give offerings to God while there is
conflict between ourselves and another Christian
[Matthew 5:23-24), in the same way God does not
want the offering of our prayers until we have
reconciled with ocur brothers and sisters in Christ

5) Pray with thanksgiving (Colossians 4:2;
Philippians 4:6-7). We can always find something
to be thankful for, no matter how burdened we are
by our wants or needs. The greatest sufferer that
lives in this world of redeeming love, and who has
the offer of heaven before him, has reason to be
grateful to God
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6) Pray with persistence (Luke 18:1; 1 Thessalonians
5:17). We should persevere in prayer and not quit or be
dejected because we have not received an immediate
answer. Part of praylng in God’s will is believing that, — ‘:
whether His answer is “yes,” “no,” or “wait,” we accept s
His judgment, submit to His will, and continue to pray.

7) Rely on the Spirit of God in prayer. This is a wonderful
truth: “We do not know what we ought to pray for, but
the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groans that
words cannot express. And he who searches our hearts
knows the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit
intercedes for the saints in accordance with God’s will”
(Romans 8:26-27). We have the Spirit’s help in

in praying. At the times of our deepest depression or sorrow, those
times when we feel that we “just cannot pray,” we have the comfort
of knowing that the Holy Spirit is actually praying for us! What an
amazing God we have!

What assurance we have when we seek to walk in the Spirit and not
in the flesh! Then we can have confidence that the Holy Spirit will
accomplish His work in presenting our prayers to the Father
according to His perfect will and timing, and we can rest in the
knowledge that He is working all things together for our good
(Romans 8:28).




It is great to know that God is faithful. God wants to see us
through whatever we may be facing. The truth is that we
do face challenges and difficulties in the course of life. BUT
we can rejoice to know that God wants to be with us — no
matter what. The promise of God is that He will never leave
us or forsake us. This is something we can depend upon at
every stage of life and in the midst of the situations and
circumstances we face in life. What are you facing today?
What is it that feels like you need God’s help to see you
through? God is there for you and He wants to see you
through.

LIFE AND TROUBLE

The Bible indicates again and again that trouble is one of
the aspects that we will have to contend with in life. The
Bible speaks of WHEN trouble comes not IF trouble comes.
We think that a trouble-free, problem-free life is the ideal
life to live. We go so far as to avoid, bypass and escape
trouble — but we all taste of this aspect of life.

Psalm 37:39 ‘The Lord saves the godly! He is their
salvation and their refuge when trouble comes.’

The issue is that God is with us and wants to be with us as
we pass through difficulties.
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By: Andrew Roebert

N THE MIDST OF TROUBLE

Usually when we are facing trouble, we
know about it. Deep within us we are
contending with what we are going through.
The Bible speaks of this reality: Psalm 138:7
‘Though | walk in the midst of trouble...
David writes in Psalm 23:4 ‘Even though |
walk through the valley of the shadow of
death, | will fear no evil, for You are with
me!” | want to encourage those who feel like
they are in the midst of some form of
trouble. | want to encourage you by
reminding you that you are not alone — God
has not abandoned you! He will see you
through. Great men and women of God
faced trouble, David, Joseph, Moses, and
Jesus. You are not alone - you are in good
company.
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Life is a walk! Our Christian lives are a
FAITH WALK. John Bunyan wrote the
book entitled PILGRIM’S PROGRESS.
This is a novel about the progress of
the life of a Christian Pilgrim and all the
stages and things that must be walked
through.

Psalm 138:7 ‘Though I walk in
the midst of trouble...’

The issue is that when we are facing
times of trouble, we must keep
walking. Then it is not the time to stop,
lie down and die or give-up. Trouble is
not a place at which we set up camp.
Trouble is a period that we must move
through! We must keep walking! The
Bible tells us that we are in a fight and
we must fight on!

1 Timothy 6:12 ‘Fight the good
fight of the faith.’

We must have a ‘WE WILL NEVER
SURRENDER’ attitude.

REVIVED IN TIMES
OF [ROUBLE

The joy is that we can know what it
means to be revived in the midst of
what we are going through.

Psalm 138:7 ‘Though I walk in
the midst of trouble, You will
revive me!’

| sometimes wish God had said: ‘In
the midst of trouble | will remove the
trouble’. Unfortunately, He does NOT
say this. What God does say is that in
the midst of trouble He will revive us!
What does it mean to be revived? It
speaks of living again, being brought
back to life. It includes regaining life
and being alive again and it speaks of
being able to flourish anew. Other
versions speak of God preserving our
lives and this speaks of being KEPT or
GUARDED or MADE SAFE. This is
what God wants to do for us in our
times of trouble.

AliveToG



7 0OD WANTS
WORK ON
OUR BEHALE

This is such an encouragement!
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Psalm 138:7 ‘You will stretch
forth Your hand’

God wants to stretch forth His
hand on your behalf. God wants
to work in and through your
. situation. When God’s hand is
involved in any way in our lives,
& something changes. It could be
" that He will deal with the
situation or that He will deliver
you. It could be that He will make
~a way where there seems to be
no way. God’s hand could even
restrain  things that were
destined to destroy you! The
issue is that God wants to work
on your behalf. It is as we entrust
our lives to Him that He can
begin to do this for us. Either
God works and we rest, or we
work and God rests — the
decision is ours.

DRNCPALITES &
POWER VERSUS FESH
& BLO0D

We have to constantly remind ourselves
of what we are fighting against. We
often direct our defence against other
individuals. The question is how does
God see it?

Ephesians 6:12 ‘For our struggle is
not against flesh and blood, but
against the rulers, against the
authorities, against the powers of
this dark world and against the
spiritual forces of evil in the
heavenly realms.’

When we grasp this aspect, it can bring
us great freedom and release.

Psalm 138:7 ‘Though I walk in the
midst of trouble, You will revive me;
You will stretch forth Your hand
against the wrath of my enemies.’

Please note that it says that God will
stretch out His hand against the wrath of
the enemies and not against the
enemies themselves. Your fight is not
against flesh and blood! Remember this.
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God wants to step into our lives and save us from
those things that would seek to destroy us. God
does not want to see us destroyed.

Psalm 138:7 ‘Though I walk in the midst of
trouble, You will revive me; You will stretch
forth Your hand against the wrath of my
enemies, and Your right hand will save me.’

Psalm 23:4 ‘Even when walking through the
dark valley of death I will not be afraid, for You
are close beside me, guarding, guiding all the
way.’

This is God’s plan and purpose. Claim this as a
promise for your life — take hold of it!

LEFGO & LT GO

God is at work in each of our lives. He is using the
things we are facing or going through to work on
various aspects of our lives. Firstly, let me remind
you that God has not forgotten you. No matter
how you may be feeling — God is there for you!

Psalm 138:6 ‘Though the Lord is on high, yet
He regards the lowly.’

He knows what you are facing, and He is aware of
what you are going through, even those things
deep within your heart. God wants to bring those
things that He is working on in our lives to a point
of completion and perfection. God does not want
you to battle with the same thing on and on.

Psalm 138:8 ‘The Lord will work out
His plans for my life!” (LBT)

Psalm 138:8 ‘The Lord will perfect
that which concerns me!’ (NKJV)

The question is, can we find the courage,
to rest in His faithfulness, knowing that no
matter what happens, He will be faithful?
Let go and let God!
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Covid-19 has influenced our lives greatly and currently almost every conversation touches
on the subject. For some it has been very stressful and their lives have been greatly
disrupted. Many people have lost loved ones and have to go through the grieving process
on their own. The trauma of not being able to be beside someone’s hospital bed and to
comfort them, is traumatic in itself. Other people have also lost their jobs and their income
which has brought about huge strain and even fear into their lives. Older people in
retirement homes have been unable to see their families and are lonely. Many people have
had to cancel plans and the uncertainty linked to Covid-19 makes it impossible to plan for
the future. The list is endless....

Personally | have twice thought that | had now contracted the virus and found myself
checking symptoms over and over. My worry wasn’t so much about myself, but about who
| had possibly infected without knowing about it. | had prayed about visiting my elderly
parents recently since my dad was ill and ended up going to them for a few days. Whilst
there, | started coughing and the spiral of thoughts started again. My mind was racing
around and ended up in endless “What if’s...”. It was exhausting! Only when | read a message
from a friend did | gain perspective again. She reminded me that | have to trust God that |
heard Him right and then just trust Him! He says that He answers when we pray. Matthew
7:8 confirms this: “For everyone who asks receives; the one who seeks finds; and to the one
who knocks, the door will be opened.” Over the next day or two | settled in the truth that
God is in control and that He won’t let anything come our way that is not in His perfect will
for each of us. | allowed the truth that | had asked Him for guidance to settle in my heart and
that He knew | would be visiting my parents. He also wants what is best for them. When |
allowed uncertainty control over my thoughts, | also allowed fear to take over. When |
allowed God’s truth to take over, | also allowed His peace to settle me.

| was reminded of this quote: “It’s not so much about what happens to you, but about what
you do with what happens to you.” Even though we know the truth that our struggle is
against the powers of this dark world (Ephesians 6:12 NIV), it doesn’t mean that we are
always able to stand when trials come our way. | know where some of my weaknesses are
and that the enemy likes to target those areas. | have also grown in the knowledge of how
to stand on The Word of God in those moments and to lean on Him for strength and wisdom;
to recognise the struggle for what it is and to stand firm in God’s truth. But still | falter and
fall. The wonderful part of this, is that God meets me where I’'m at and every time He shows
me the way forward. Not one time has the Lord left me to carry on alone in my turmoil.

Living in uncertain times as we currently are, has brought many challenges. But let us never
forget that we are not alone on this journey. The Lord is with us every step of the way and
wants to carry us when we fall and falter. And every time He brings truth into our hearts, we
learn to know Him more and grow in our relationship with Him. With increasing compassion,
He enables us to come alongside someone else who is also battling to cope in their current
circumstances.

Every time the question “What If..?” pops up, you can answer with “But God said....”. Allow
God to quieten your turmoil with His words in Psalm 46:10: “Be still, and know that | am
God; | will be exalted among the nations, | will be exalted in the earth.”



When we bought our home just over thirty years ago,
there wasn’t a single tree on the property.

As a conservationist, this was unacceptable to me, so
| proceeded to plant approximately forty trees and
large shrubs. | have had to remove some over the
years as their roots started to cause problems and a
couple trees also died for some or other reason.

Nevertheless, these trees have all grown to be lovely
specimens in the garden and they give us great
pleasure as we see how many birds they have
attracted. This is especially true of the Wild Olive
trees, of which there are eight.

At the beginning of this year, something occurred that
we have never experienced before. The Wild Olive
trees started to bloom like they have never bloomed
before. The trees normally have a blueish grey foliage,
but suddenly their appearance was transformed by
thousands and thousands of tiny white flowers.

With the flowers came the pollen, and with the pollen
came the bees. While all the bees were an absolute
blessing to see, the pollen became somewhat of a
problem. The pollen was bright yellow, and before
long, everything below the trees turned yellow as
well.

The pollen kept on falling for a few weeks, so you can
imagine what it must have looked like.

It was only after a good shower of rain, that the area
under the trees returned to normal. Y-
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He sent the

By: Andrew Andreka
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It then occurred to me that we were going to
experience a bumper crop of Wild Olive fruit
later in the year. March arrived and the clusters
of tiny fruit started to develop. They continued
to develop until the branches started bending
under their weight. | thought that | would have
to cut some of the smaller branches off to
reduce the load, but amazingly they did not
break.

Towards the middle of the month,
the fruit started to ripen. This is when
all the fun started to happen. Birds,
birds and more birds started to

arrive to literally feast on the fruit. It
seemed as though every fruit eat-

ing bird in Centurion got the memo.
By the middle of April, we had ten
different species of birds frequenting the trees
on a daily basis. At times ther

y

Were up to fifteen
Olive Thrushes in one
tree eating fruit, as
though there was

no tomorrow.
The same
could be said
of the Bulbuls.



If you stood under a tree, you would be bombarded by
fruit falling as well as other things if you were not careful.

This all coincided with the so called ‘lockdown’ period
which we are now so very familiar with.

| have recorded every species of bird that we
have seen on our property over the last thirty
years and | wondered if this abundance of
fruit would perhaps attract a new species to
our garden. | had a sneaky feeling that a
possible candidate would be the Rameron
pigeon.

We don’t get Rameron pigeons where we
stay, but | had seen a colony a couple
of kilometres away on more than
one occasion. Rameron pigeons are
the largest of the pigeons that occur
in South Africa, and they really look
impressive

Then one Sunday afternoon early in April,
while | was looking out of my study window,
a pigeon landed on the telephone wire in
front of our house.

Due to its sheer size, | just new that this was
Rameron pigeon. | was absolutely ecstatic to

eventually see this bird in our garden for the first
time.

| knew that if one pigeon had found the fruit, then it
would just be a matter of time before the rest of the

-
-
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For the next couple of days there was only one
Rameron pigeon frequenting our garden, but a week
later, there were three. This was so amazing to see
& | would try and get as close as | could to them
without chasing them. A couple of days later a few

more arrived, until we eventually had eight or
nine visiting every day.

These pigeons would start feasting on the
fruit early in the morning for a couple of
hours and then they would go and sit in our
neighbour’s pepper tree until late afternoon,
after which they would resume feeding until
sunset. They would then fly off in the
same direction each evening to go
and roost.

The next morning the whole
process would repeat itself. We as a
family would stand under the Olive trees
admiring these beautiful birds and were
amazed at how tame they were. They would>
just stare at us for a moment and then

continue to feed as though we were not f
there. To see these pigeons two and a half
to three metres away was an amazing
amazing experience.

We spent a lot of time during the ‘lockdown’
bird watching in our own garden. How amazing
is that?

One morning while | was in my study, | started to
ponder on how amazing the whole experience with
the pigeons had been.
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| then realised how special this had been for
us as a family during the ‘lockdown’ as it had
given us so much pleasure and had actually
helped us focus on something beautiful
instead of the hellish virus.

Almost immediately the Lord spoke to me. It
was not an audible voice, but the words were
there. He said the following to me: “I sent
them.” What are You saying, | asked? Again,
He said: “l sent them for your pleasure. Just
like | sent the Ravens to feed Elijah, | sent the
pigeons for your pleasure during this time.”

And it shall be, that thou shalt drink of the brook;
and | have commanded the Ravens to feed thee
there. 1 Kings 17 v 4.

| was absolutely blown away, and | started to
praise the Lord and thank Him for His goodness
towards us. Why had | not realised this earlier? |
started praising Him in tongues as | walked down
the passage just thanking Him for revealing this
to me.

| was still praying in tongues as |
opened the curtain in the bedroom,
and when | looked out the window, |
got another surprise. There on the
bird feeder was another new bird
species for our garden. A Rock Pigeon!
We have never had a rock pigeon in
our garden before,

as they prefer double storey houses and higher
buildings. This Rock Pigeon looked so out of place on the
bird feeder and none of the other birds wanted to get
close to it.

The Lord then spoke to me again and said the following:
“And | sent this pigeon as well, as a confirmation to
you!”

The Rock Pigeon was there for about twenty minutes
and then flew off, and has never been back again.

| have no doubt in my mind that | heard from the Lord
and that He did what He said He did. He knew about the
virus and the ‘lockdown’ long before it appeared and
gave instruction to the Olive trees to produce fruit that
would attract the birds for our great pleasure.

| have a new understanding of just how much God really
cares about His children. This has been such an eye
opener for me. He even made provision for us as a
family to be entertained by birds so as to be able to keep
our focus off all the ugliness of the virus. This might
sound strange to you, but it happened.

Picture this for a moment. What God was actually trying
to show us was the following. Yes, | know that.there is a
virus infecting a lot of people all over the world and the
World Health Organisation has labelled it a pandemic,
but don’t worry about it. | want you to shift your focus
onto Me. Let me share with you something of My
creation which will bring you much joy and pleasure
during this time, and guess what, it won’t cost you a
cent. You don’t even have to go anywhere to see it,
because | will send it to you on a daily basis.

If He cares this much for us, then how can we fear? How
can we honestly be afraid? So often we think we know
who God is and how much He loves us, but do we?

I’m still trying to fully understand what we experienced.
| saw another side of the Father that | haven’t really seen
before. He knew exactly what we needed and when we
needed it. Months ago, He already set His plan in
motion. Even though we saw the pollen, the flowers and
al

bees, we had no idea what was yet to unfold. He
knows what we need long before we ask Him.

“on
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"He holds your future in His hands. Wow, what a God! Even though we do not
know what lies ahead, we can rest assured that He does, and that He only
wants the best for His children. You see, after this whole experience, | have
come to realise that if He took such an interest in us just to bring us pleasure
through birds, then | have fallen so short in my understanding of how great,
how good and how absolutely awesome our heavenly Father is.

How could | ever doubt You Father?

Although the fig tree shall not blossom, neither shall fruit be in the vines; the
labour of the olive shall fail, and the fields shall yield no meat; the flock shall
be cut off from the fold, and there shall be no herd in the stalls: Yet | will
rejoice in the Lord, | will joy in the God of my salvation. The Lord God is my
strength, and He will make my feet like hinds’ feet, and He will make me to
walk upon mine high places. Habakkuk 3 v 17 - 19

Towards the end of May, the fruit became less and less and so did the birds
and our beautiful pigeons. Suddenly there were only two pigeons left and
eventually only one. Now they are all gone. But guess what? This decline in
fruit and birds coincided with the week that | was able to start work again.
Coincidence? | think not.

It makes me think of the Israelites when they were in the wilderness, and
how God supplied manna from heaven until they crossed over the Jordan
River into the promised land. Only then did the manna stop.

God is the same yesterday, today and forevermore. He does not change like
.. shifting shadows. Aren’t you glad about that?

’ L)
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The problem lies with us as humans. We think too little of God for whatever reason.
Maybe we have never been taught correctly, or maybe we feel that we are unworthy
to receive abundant blessing from Him. We limit Him by our feelings of unworthiness
or unbelief, and the enemy would love to keep us there, missing out on all that He
has in store for you. Allow Him to bless you abundantly more than you could ever
imagine, and in ways that you never dreamed were possible, even if it is just for your
pleasure.

Allow your heavenly Father just to love you. Make yourself vulnerable to Him and
allow Him to express His love towards you. Don’t push Him away by saying that you
feel you are unworthy or that you don’t believe that He would do something
supernatural for you.

So, make a decision today that you want to start experiencing the ‘more’ of what God
has in store for you. It starts with having an intimate relationship with the Lord Jesus
Christ. Remember that a relationship with someone is a two-way thing. This is what ' 4
He is looking for. When we live in close relationship with Him, who knows what He
will do for you.

Be honest with God and tell Him exactly how you feel. Tell Him that you also want to
enter into a close relationship with Him so that you can better understand who He
really is. Be expectant that He will take you up on your request. Also be sensitive t
the Holy Spirit’s leading on a daily basis and respond to His promptings. God is mo
involved in your day than you can imagine. Once you start to realise this, the mo
you are going to pursue Him.

| hope that this short word has been of some encouragement to you.
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Pray, especially when
you’re unsure of God’s will
for your life. “If any of you
lacks wisdom, he should ask
God, who gives generously
to all without finding fault,
and it will be given to him”
(James 1:5). “Be still before
the Lord and wait patiently
for Him” (Psalm 37:7). If you
don’t know what to pray,
you can always personalize
& pray verses such as,
“Show me the way | should
go, for to You | lift up my
soul” (Psalm 143:8) and,
“Guide me in Your truth and
teach me” (Psalm 25:5).
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By: GotQuestions.org
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The primary way God
commands us is through His
Word. “All Scripture is God-
breathed and is useful for

teaching, rebuking,
correcting and training in
righteousness” (2 Timothy
3:16). If Scripture
commands something of us,
there’s no need to hesitate
& wonder if it’s really God’s
will for us. He cares so much
about us that He already
gave a plain and clear
guidebook to life — the
Bible. “Your Word is a lamp
to my feet and a light for my
path” (Psalm 119:105). “The
Law of the Lord is perfect,
reviving the soul.
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The statutes of the Lord are trustworthy,
making wise the simple” (Psalm 19:7).
“How can a young man keep his way pure?
By living according to Your Word” (Psalm
119:9). Likewise, God never, ever
contradicts Himself, so He’ll never ask you
to something contradictory to Scripture. He
will never ask you to sin. He will never ask
you to do something Jesus Christ wouldn’t
do. We need to immerse ourselves in the
Bible, so we will know which actions meet
God’s standards. “Do not let this Book of
the Law depart from your mouth: meditate
on it day and night, so that you may be
careful to do everything that is writtenin it”
(Joshua 1:8).

Christians also have the Holy Spirit to
discern what is, or is not, God’s will for our
lives. “The Spirit of truth . . . will guide you
into all truth” (John 16:13). Sometimes the
Holy Spirit will either agitate our
conscience if we’re making a wrong
decision, or He will pacify and encourage us
when we’re leaning toward the right
decision. Even if He doesn’t intervene in
such noticeable ways, we can have
confidence that He’s always in charge.
Sometimes God can alter a situation
without us even realizing He has acted.
“The Lord will guide you always” (lsaiah
58:11).

If God is calling you to take a leap of faith,
be encouraged by His presence. “Have | not
commanded you? Be strong and
courageous. Do not be terrified, do not be
discouraged, for the Lord your God will be
with you wherever you go” (Joshua 1:9).

Ry "’ :
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And remember, “Cast all your anxiety on
Him because He cares for you” (1 Peter
5:7). “Trust in the Lord with all your heart
and lean not on your own understanding, in
all your ways acknowledge Him, and He will
direct your paths” (Proverbs 3:5-6).

What we are not to do is expect to hear
voices from God. There is a dangerous
trend today where people seek to hear a
“word from the Lord,” extraneous to the
words He has already given us in the Bible.
“The Lord told me . . .” has become the
mantra of experience-driven Christianity.
Unfortunately, what He “tells” one person
often contradicts what He “tells” another,
and these extra-biblical revelations have
proven to be very divisive, tearing apart
church after church as one person’s
experience seeks to take precedence over
another’s. This results in chaos, benefiting
no one except Satan, who loves to sow
discord among believers. We should make
the Apostle Peter our example in these
matters. In spite of the miraculous
experience on the Mount of
Transfiguration, where he beheld the
glorified Christ speaking with Moses and
Elijah who came from heaven, Peter
refused to rely on that experience,
declaring instead that “We also have the
more sure prophetic word which you do
well to heed as a light that shines in a dark
place” (2 Peter 1:18-19 NKJV).
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