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God is in Control
By Andrew Roebert

It is wonderful to know that God is still in control. This is a very reassuring fact. It can seem at times
that things are out of control. BUT God is still on the throne. Things never get beyond the control or the reach of God.
When things seem to be out of control it is time to look to God. When things are beyond your control, it is time to trust
God. Because of the fact that God is in control, we can always look to Him and we can always trust Him.

GOD IS STILL IN CONTROL OF NATURE
Job 37:15 '... God controls the clouds...'
Nature is in balance. God controls nature. Even when natural things seem to get out of hand, God is still in control. When
flood waters rise, or the volcano explodes, God is still in control. His order is not necessarily man's order. You can see that
in a natural forest as opposed to a man made forest. If God is still in control of the natural elements, why would He not still
be in control of the situations we might find ourselves in.

GOD IS STILL IN CONTROL OF THE WORLD
It may feel to you like God has given up on the world. But He has no intention of doing so.
Proverbs 21:1 'The king's heart is in the hand of the Lord, like the waters; He turns it wherever He wishes.'
Even those who are in authority, He is in control of. God can turn any situation around. Nationally, worldwide, or in your
office or in your home. Nothing is out of control to God. Things may get a little wild, but they are not beyond God's reach.

WHEN WE ALLOW GOD TO CONTROL OUR LIVES WE CAN ENJOY LIFE
It is only as we allow God to control our lives that we can really live. If we do not allow God to control our lives, things can
and will get out of control.
Romans 8:6 '...The mind controlled by the Spirit is life and peace...'
If we want to enjoy life to the full and peace, here is the key. We need to allow the Holy Spirit to control our minds. Our
minds are very powerful. I have met people whose minds are out of control. This is one of the most debilitating things to
live with. It can just about ruin one's life. God knew that we could not be left to our own devices. He knew that we would
need to allow ourselves to be controlled by Him. In this way we could enjoy life and peace at a different level.
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THE LORD REIGNS
This is the fact. This is why we can have confidence.
Revelation 19:6 'Hallelujah! For our Lord Almighty reigns.'
Psalm 9:7 'The Lord reigns forever...'
God has no intention of giving up control. He remains. No matter what things might look like, this fact is constant and sure.

THIS GIVES US REASON TO REJOICE
Because of the fact that God is still in control, we can rejoice.
Psalm 97:1 'The Lord reigns, let the earth be glad; let the distant shores rejoice.'
Revelation 19:7 'Let us rejoice and be glad and give Him glory.'
We can be glad that God is in control. The fact that God is in control should be a source of great joy to us. Celebrate this
fact! Constantly remind yourself of this fact. Never forget this wonderful truth.

WE CAN HAVE CONFIDENCE
Because of this fact:
•
•
•
•

WE ARE NOT MOVED BY WHAT WE SEE.
WE ARE NOT MOVED BY WHAT WE HEAR.
WE ARE NOT MOVED BY WHAT WE EXPERIENCE.
WE ARE ONLY MOVED BY WHAT GOD SAYS.

Because He is in control. If we allow what we see, hear and experience to control us, we will
live a yo-yo life. This is the most distressing type of life one can live. It is NOT what God
intended for us. God intended that we could trust Him with confidence.
GIVE HIM YOUR SITUATION
If God is still in control of nature and still in control of the world, He can still be in control of
your situation. Perhaps you have felt like your situation is a little out of control. You have tried
everything that you know. You have worked at it and done your very best, and still things seem
beyond your control. Why not hand it to the Lord? He is interested in you and He is thinking
about you. Give it to Him. Don't hold on to it any longer. If He can control nature and the
world, then your situation is easy!
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BEING THANKFUL
By: Andrew Roebert

THE 10 LEPERS
Luke 17:11-19 As they continued onward toward
Jerusalem, they reached the border between Galilee and
Samaria, and as they entered a village there, ten lepers
stood at a distance, crying out, “Jesus, sir, have mercy on
us!” He looked at them and said, “Go to the Jewish priest
and show him that you are healed!” And as they were
going, their leprosy disappeared. One of them came back
to Jesus, shouting, “Glory to God, I’m healed!” He fell flat
on the ground in front of Jesus, face downward in the
dust, thanking him for what he had done. This man was a
despised Samaritan. Jesus asked, “Didn’t I heal ten men?
Where are the nine? Does only this foreigner return to
give glory to God?” And Jesus said to the man, “Stand up
and go; your faith has made you well.”

GOD IS READY TO HEAR OUR CRY
Jesus had been traveling for a period of time. He had
reached the border area between Galilee and Samaria.
The Bible tells us that He was arriving at a village when
these 10 individuals confronted Him. Jesus must have
been tired and exhausted, but He always had time for
those who would call out to Him. The Bible tells us that
these ten lepers cried out to Jesus. In the KJV it says they
lifted up their voices. In the NIV it says that they called
out in a loud voice. These people knew their predicament
and they knew that without Jesus’ help they would be
lost. Jesus was ready to stop and hear their cry. In the
same way, today, Jesus is still ready to hear your cry, no
matter how sick or dirty you are.

AT A DISTANCE
Another aspect we see is that because of the disease that
these people had that were disconnected from society
and from Jesus. The issue is that even in their
disconnected state they knew where to go for help. Even
from afar off they recognized Jesus and they knew, from
what they had heard, they He would help them. Your life
may be distant from God. Perhaps things that you have
been through have kept you away from God and you
think that you are too far from God for Him to hear and
answer your call. No matter what the distance and no
matter what you condition may be, Jesus is there and He
is ready and able to receive you and touch your life.

OBEDIENCE
Obedience is important to God. As these people called
out to God for healing from this deadly disease He
responded in a way that was perhaps unexpected. He did
simply say you are healed go in peace. But rather he
issued an instruction to these people. Jesus told them to
go and show themselves to the priests. I can imagine that
they must have been challenged. They were not healed
yet and here Jesus is telling them to go and show
themselves to the priests so that the priests could
confirm the healing, which had not yet happened.
Perhaps they were discouraged or even angry as they
stood there contemplating if they should go to the priests
or not. This was a test that they had to pass. Passing tests
is part of our spiritual growth.

Jeremiah 33:3 Call to Me and I will answer you!
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AS THEY OBEYED

THE MIRACLE

As they obeyed, something wonderful happened. The
Bible tells us that as they went they were healed. ‘And as
they were going their leprosy disappeared.’ The question
that I always ask myself is did they all go that far and get
to the point where they were able to notice that they
were in fact healed? Did some of them get discouraged
and pull out of the task of going to the priests? Who
knows how far they had to go before the healing began
to become apparent? What we do know is that Jesus
healed them all. They had to obey and follow His
instruction and as they did the healing became a reality.
Sometimes we stop too soon. We must keep on obeying
God no matter what happens.

As the remaining lepers were traveling to the priests, one
noticed that He was healed. Where were they others?
What happened to them? Did they go on to see the
priest? Perhaps they were so excited to be healed that
they went home to see their families. Perhaps they were
so excited to be healed that they completely forgot about
who had healed them? Who knows? What we do know
is that this one individual recognized that he was healed
and the moment he realized what had happened he
turned around and ran back to Jesus. God has a miracle
in store for every person who will call on Him. We just
need to call on God and obey whatever He tells us to do.
God has got a miracle in store for you.

HOW CAN I SAY THANKS
This one individual ran back to Jesus. He was so thankful
that he could hardly contain himself. It says that he
glorified God with a loud voice. We need to notice three
(3) things:
1. He was in a hurry to be thankful. We need to be speedy
in bringing our praise and thanks, and not delay, in case
in time we forget the mercy that has been shown to us.
2. He did not care what anyone thought. He ran to Jesus,
making a big noise all they way. He had just one thing on
his mind and that was to get to Jesus and say thanks. He
was completely determined that he would thank Jesus for
the miracle.
3. He was humble. He was prepared to throw himself
down at the feet of Jesus. He was humble in his
thankfulness. When we are thankful it should be the
same.

GOD IS LOOKING FOR THANKFUL
PEOPLE
The first thing that Jesus asked of this one individual was
about the whereabouts of the others. "Where are the
nine? Why did not they return to give thanks?’’ This
intimates that ingratitude is a very common sin. Of the
many that receive mercy from God, there only a few, very
few in fact, that return to give thanks in a right manner
(scarcely one in ten). God has done so much for us and
we need to be thankful.
1 Chronicles 16:34 Oh, give thanks to the Lord, for He is
good; His love and His kindness go on forever.
LET’S BE THANKFUL PEOPLE.
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LEARNING TO
SIT AT HIS FEET
By Andrew Roebert

God has got so much more in store for us. I want more of God. God has been meeting with people all over the world in a fresh
way in recent years. This has resulted in many lives being changed. But do we long for this for ourselves? Do we long for more
of God? I believe that God wants to touch us in a fresh way. Let’s look at how we can make it possible to experience more of
God.

WE NEED TO LEARN TO SIT AT HIS FEET
There is a story in the Bible that is an example to me. It is the story of Mary and Martha. Mary had the sense to sit at Jesus feet.
Here is the story:
Luke 10:38-42 As Jesus and the disciples continued on their way to Jerusalem they came to a village where a woman named
Martha welcomed them into her home. Her sister Mary sat on the floor, listening to Jesus as he talked. But Martha was the jittery
type and was worrying over the big dinner she was preparing. She came to Jesus and said, “Sir, doesn’t it seem unfair to you that
my sister just sits here while I do all the work? Tell her to come and help me.” But the Lord said to her, “Martha, dear friend, you
are so upset over all these details! There is really only one thing worth being concerned about. Mary has discovered it—and I
won’t take it away from her!”
There are some clues to experiencing more of God in this story. We are going to look at those clues.

THE MARTHA TYPE PERSON
Luke 10:40 But Martha was the jittery type and was worrying over the big dinner she was preparing.
Martha was the type of person who as always busy. It is important to note what she was busy with. She was busy serving
Jesus and doing a good thing. She was consumed with what I call religious activity.
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THE RESULT OF MARTHA’S GOOD
INTENTIONS

1. She experienced more of God than her busy sister

The result was:

3. God defended her – ‘I won’t take it away from her’

1. She missed having time with God

We need to spend more time at the feet of Jesus, taking
in whatever He has for us. The questions is, are we
prepared to give ourselves to this?

2. She became irritated with others who were not like her
3. Details became a stronger influence that priorities
Luke 10:40 She came to Jesus and said, “Sir, doesn’t it
seem unfair to you that my sister just sits here while I do
all the work?

2. God approved of what she did

THERE IS ONLY ONE THING WORTH
BEING CONCERNED ABOUT
These are the words of Jesus. Jesus was giving us a clue.
A clue as to how to experience more of Him.

4. She became frustrated
1. We should sit at His feet
5. Jesus corrected her
All she was trying to do was to do something good. In her
desire to do good she totally missed the real issue. We
should never allow our good intentions, religious
activities, or the good things that we do rob us of having
times of fellowship with Jesus. It is all about priorities.

Luke 10:39 Mary sat on the floor, listening to Jesus as he
talked
2. We should not be distracted
Luke 10:40 Martha was distracted
3. We should not be consumed by details

THE MARY TYPE PERSON
Mary was a different person. I can imagine that she was
so excited about having Jesus in their home. She just
could not get enough of Him.
Luke 10:39 Mary sat on the floor, listening to Jesus as he
talked.
She was not moved by her sister Martha’s business She
wanted more of Jesus. Jesus approved of this.
Luke 10:42 There is really only one thing worth being
concerned about. Mary has discovered it—and I won’t
take it away from her!

THE RESULT OF MARY’S ACTIONS
Mary wanted to sit at the feet of Jesus. She wanted to
soak up from Jesus all that she could. The results:

Luke 10:41 “Martha, dear friend, you are so upset over all
these details!

WE NEED TO SPEND TIME AT THE FEET
OF JESUS
This involves focusing our attention on Jesus. It involves
getting to the point where we are not distracted by the
things that go on around us – no matter how good they
are. It usually takes a bit of time. But Mary was
determined, she was going to sit in Jesus presence until
He blessed her. Most of us need to get to this point. A
point where we can put aside all our business and grasp
what is the real priority.
Luke 10: 42 There is really only one thing worth being
concerned about. Mary has discovered it—and I won’t
take it away from her!
Mary had discovered it. I want the same!

Connect with us
on Messenger
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Obedience leads to blessing
By Andrew W Roebert
Obedience is important to God. I believe that God is
looking for people who will hear and respond to His
leadings. Too often we are too busy with our own things
and issues that we may make a sacrifice here or there
when we should be obeying God.
1 Samuel 15:22 But Samuel replied: ‘Does the LORD
delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices as much as in
obeying the voice of the LORD? To obey is better than
sacrifice!’
Obeying God is the better option and it is the choice that
will lead to blessing, for you and for others. In the Old
Testament obedience was to a set of laws. In the New
Testament obedience is to listen and obey the voice of
the Holy Spirit!

A STORY OF OBEDIENCE
There is one story that stands out when we look at the
aspect of obedience. It also shows us what can happen
when we disobey and what can happen when we obey.
It is interesting to note that the rewards of obedience are
great and the consequences of disobedience are also
great! The story of Jonah is such a story. Here we have a
man who heard God speak to him.
Jonah 1:1 Now the word of the Lord came to Jonah.
It is not clear if he heard the physical voice of God, but
the issue was he got the message. This is a story that has
such a dramatic turn that even the great filmmakers
could not have written such a story. It is an illustration of
the blessings that can come as a result of obedience.

THE INSTRUCTION
Jonah gets the instruction.
Jonah 1:2 ‘Go to the great city of Nineveh and preach
against it, because its wickedness has come up before
me.’
God needed someone to go and do something for Him. It
was an important task because it concerned a large city.
A city whose wickedness was so great that God had now
decided that enough was enough. God had a great plan
for this city if only they would listen to His messenger. So
Jonah gets the instruction to GO! Here is the opportunity
to be used by God in a big way – to reach an entire and
an exceedingly large city. BUT what will Jonah’s response
be?

10
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JONAH’S CHOICE
This is where the story becomes interesting. At this point
he has received the instruction from God to GO and now
in a fleeting moment he has to make a choice. What will
his choice be? He decides that he is not going to obey
and to emphasize the point he elects to rather run away!
Jonah 1:3 But Jonah arose to flee to Tarshish from the
presence of the LORD. He went down to Joppa, and found
a ship going to Tarshish; so he paid the fare, and went
down into it, to go with them to Tarshish from the
presence of the LORD.
In some versions it says that Jonah was fearful. Whatever
his motivation, he decided not to do what God had said
and went further to remove himself from the situation
and hopefully get away from God in the process. It was a
dramatic choice and was the start of some awesome
processes.

DISOBEDIENCE IS A LOOSE/LOOSE
SITUATION
When we choose to disobey there is no win-win situation.
Disobedience leads to losses in so many ways. Here are
just a few:
1. Disobedience leads to us being removed from the
presence of God.
Jonah 1:3 But Jonah arose to flee to Tarshish from the
presence of the LORD.
2. Disobedience costs us dearly.
Jonah 1:3 He went down to Joppa, and found a ship going
to Tarshish; so he paid the fare.
3. Disobedience is a step down.
Jonah 1:3 He went down to Joppa, and found a ship going
to Tarshish; so he paid the fare, and went down into it, to
go with them to Tarshish from the presence of the LORD.

THE CONSEQUENCES OF
DISOBEDIENCE
Jonah thinks he has escaped God and God’s request. He
is getting as far away from the situation that he possible
can. But God knows how to deal with disobedience.
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He sends a terrible storm that rattles even the sailors who are
used to bad weather. In the middle of this storm Jonah is fast
asleep in the bottom of the boat – a great avoidance tactic!
When the captain of the ship sees him sleeping he is furious and
tells him to start praying to his God that perhaps his God will
save them. The people on the boat thought that someone had
done something wrong to bring such great tragedy on them. So
they cast lots to see who it was and Jonah drew the short straw.
Jonah then told them what he had done or rather what he had
not done – how embarrassing (to be forced to tell your failings
to strangers in a life-threatening situation).And so it is decided
that they will through Jonah overboard in the hope that the sea
will calm and there lives will be saved. The moment Jonah is
thrown overboard the sea calmed down. When we disobey it is
not only our lives that are effected. Others, often innocent
people’s lives are also
effected and the
biggest issue is that
God deal with
disobedience!

THE SECOND CHANCE
God still had a plan and his plan was to give Jonah a second
chance. Jonah now finds himself in the water with no chance
of survival.
In the middle of this God send a big fish
that swallows Jonah and it was here that Jonah spent 3 days
and 3 nights. In the midst of this hopeless situation Jonah
turns to God and calls on Him. So God steps in and rescues
him, giving him a second chance in the process.
1. God worked things out!
Jonah 2:10 And the LORD commanded the fish, and it vomited
Jonah onto dry land.
2. God speaks again!
Jonah 3:1 Then the word of the LORD came to Jonah a second
time.
3. Jonah obeys!
Jonah 3:3 Jonah obeyed the word of the LORD and went to
Nineveh.
4. A great response!
Jonah 3:5 The Ninevites believed God. They declared a fast,
and all of them, from the greatest to the least, put on
sackcloth.
In the process the city was saved!

IT IS TIME TO OBEY GOD
It is time for us to obey God. I once saw a cartoon about a
man hanging onto a tree over the edge of the cliff. He calls
out and says ‘God help me’ he hears God speak and say: ‘Let
go and I will catch you’. The man thinks for a moment and
then shouts out: ‘Is there anyone else out there?’
God is looking for our obedience. Sometime we think we can
listen to God give is direction and we can just wait until we
hear something we like before we will obey – but it does not
work like that! What was the last thing God told you to do?
Did you do it? If not, why not!

OBEDIENCE BRINGS BLESSING
When we obey God it brings blessing. God had intended to
use Jonah to turn a whole city around. When we obey God
we can know the blessing of being used by God. God’s
purposes can be fulfilled as we obey what He tells us to do.
As a result of Jonah’s obedience a whole city was changed,
blessed and became a testimony for God. It was not just
Jonah who benefited by obeying but the whole city
benefited. This city could have been as much of several
hundred thousand people. Obedience has far reaching
positive results while disobedience brings trouble! To obey is
better!
11
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Real life flows from God
By: Andrew Roebert
Real life is illusive. Many people try many things to

HOW CAN WE FIND REAL LIFE?

discover and enjoy real life and real living. Real life can
only be found in the giver of life.

We

need

to

constantly go back to the source of life. It is from the
source that we will find true life to the fullest. Life flows
from God to us. We need this flow of life.

LIFE WITHOUT HIS LIFE

As we do what God tells us to do.
Deuteronomy 8:3 Real life comes by obeying every command of
God.
It calls for a different focus.

We needs His life if we really want to live. Real life is that

Colossians 3:3 You should have as little desire for this world as a

quality that distinguishes between someone who is vital

dead person does. Your real life is in heaven with Christ and God.

and functioning from someone who is dead on the inside.
To live life without having life in us is like ‘dead men

We can find real life as we listen to God and allow His words to

walking’. We need to be alive on the inside. Have you

fill our hearts.

ever met anyone who was dead on the inside? Perhaps
they had given up hope. People who are in this situation

Proverbs 4:20-22 Listen, son of mine, to what I say. Listen

do not have strength to face today, let alone tomorrow.

carefully. Keep these thoughts ever in mind; let them penetrate

But those who are alive in the inside have the strength

deep within your heart, for they will mean real life for you and

and courage to face anything that may come their way.

radiant health.

WHO IS OUR LIFE?

There is an indication that real life and radiant health are
connected. I don’t want to miss out on either.

Jesus is the real life that is available to all of us.

WHAT IS REAL LIFE LIKE?
Colossians 3:4 And when Christ who is our real life comes
back again, you will shine with him and share in all his

1. Real life is full of light.

glories.
Proverbs 13:9 The good man’s life is full of light.
We can find real life in Him. He is the source of life.
This speaks to me of real hope.
John 1:4-5 Eternal life is in him, and this life gives light to
all mankind. His life is the light that shines through the

2. The real life that God offers is exciting.

darkness—and the darkness can never extinguish it.
Proverbs 14:14 The backslider gets bored with himself; the godly
John 10:10 I have come that they may have life, and have

man’s life is exciting.

it to the full. (NIV)
3. Real life is abundant and full
Jesus is our life. We need Him more than ever.
John 10:10 I have come that they may have life, and have it to
the full. (NIV)
We all need this real life.
12
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WHERE CAN WE FIND REAL LIFE?
Not everyone finds it.
Matthew 7:14 But the Gateway to Life is small, and the
road is narrow, and only a few ever find it.

THE IMPORTANCE OF BEING
CONNECTED
It is vital that we stay connected to God. If real life is
going to flow from God to us we need to stay connected
in order to receive this life.
John 15:4-7 Take care to live in me, and let me live in you.
For a branch can’t produce fruit when severed from the
vine. Nor can you be fruitful apart from me. “Yes, I am the

In remaining connected to God and doing what He wants
us to do is the way to find real life.
Acts 20:24 But life is worth nothing unless I use it for doing
the work assigned me by the Lord Jesus—the work of
telling others the Good News about God’s mighty
kindness and love.
Nothing else will really satisfy.

Vine; you are the branches. Whoever lives in me and I in

WHAT MUST WE BE CAREFUL FOR

him shall produce a large crop of fruit. For apart from me
you can’t do a thing. If anyone separates from me, he is
thrown away like a useless branch, withers, and is

There is something that we need to cautious about. It is

gathered into a pile with all the others and burned. But if

a trap and a snare to find and staying connected to the

you stay in me and obey my commands, you may ask any

real life and the real life source. The things we set our

request you like, and it will be granted!

affections on will influence our lives.

Lose the connection – lose the life. Keep the connection

Proverbs 4:23 Above all else, guard your affections. For

– keep the life flowing.

they influence everything else in your life.

WHAT REAL LIFE IS NOT

Colossians 3:2 Set your affection on things above, not on
things on the earth.

1. It is not having food.

JESUS CHRIST LIVES IN ME

Deuteronomy 8:3 Food isn’t everything, and real life
comes by obeying every command of God.

Does Jesus live in you? This is the real issue. If we are not
connected in this way, we will not understand or enjoy

2. It is not having money.

the real life that He offers

Luke 12:15 Beware! Don’t always be wishing for what you

Galatians 2:20 I have been crucified with Christ: and I

don’t have. For real life and real living are not related to

myself no longer live, but Christ lives in me. And the real

how rich we are.”

life I now have within this body is a result of my trusting
in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.

3. It is not having what the world suggests are the
greatest things.

Colossians 3:3 Your real life is in heaven with Christ and
God.

Real life is not locked up in material possessions. Real life
is the result of our connection with God.
13
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So you want to be blessed?
By: Andrew Roebert
We all want God’s blessing on our lives. We all want to experience blessing in the different aspects
of our lives. God wants to bless us. But what can we do to enjoy God’s blessing? The Bible gives
us several clues to being blessed. We are going to look at just a few of these principles.

TRUSTING GOD
If we want to be blessed we need to start trusting God.
Jeremiah 17:7 But blessed is the man who trusts in the LORD, whose confidence is in him.
There is a blessing for those who will trust God. What are you trusting in today? We need to really
make sure that we are trusting God and that our confidence is in Him.
Psalm 84:12 O LORD Almighty, blessed is the man who trusts in you.
There is a blessing awaiting those who will learn to trust.

MAKING GOD OUR GOD
When we make God our God, there is a blessing. What does this mean? Well,
when we invite God into our lives and give Him first place in our hearts, He wants
to bless us.
Psalm 33:12 Blessed is the nation whose God is the Lord, whose people he has
chosen as his own.
When we settle the matter that we will serve God and He will be OUR God we
come in line for blessing.
Matthew 11:6 Blessed are those who don’t doubt me.
There is no place for doubt. God must be our God.

FEARING GOD
Fearing God also brings a blessing. The Bible tells us
that the man or women who fears God is blessed.
Proverbs 28:14 Blessed is the man who
reveres God.
There is also the warning for those who
don’t fear God.
Proverbs 28:14 Blessed is the man who
reveres God, but the man who doesn’t care
is headed for serious trouble.
Blessing for those who fear God and
serious trouble for those who don’t, it is
quite clear.
Psalm 112:1 For all who fear God and trust
in him are blessed beyond expression.
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STAYING AWAY FROM WRONG

Psalm 41:1 God blesses those who are kind to the poor.
He helps them out of their troubles.

If we will steer clear of sin and wrong we can also expect
God’s blessing on our lives. Sin has a way of robbing us
of what God wants to bless us with. Sin is a momentary
pleasure that robs us of the lasting joys that God has for
us.

There is a blessing on the lives of those who will be kind
to others. Just look what the blessing is. God will help
you in return by helping you out of your troubles. What
a blessing!

Isaiah 56:2 blessed is the man who checks himself from
doing wrong.

FORGIVEN

Psalm 1:1 Blessed is the man who does not walk in the
counsel of the wicked or stand in the way of sinners or sit
in the seat of mockers.

To be forgiven is a blessing. To be forgiven by God is even
a greater blessing. If you know the forgiveness of God in
your life, you are blessed. Have you asked God to take
away your sin and to forgive you? Once God forgives us
we never need to worry that God will remember those
things. Forgiveness starts when we humble ourselves
and admit that we were wrong.

THE ROLE OF DISCIPLINE

Romans 4:8 Blessed is the man whose sin the Lord will
never count against him.

If you are endeavouring to live right, you can expect to be
blessed.

This is an interesting one. Correction and discipline are
not always easy aspects. But the Bible tells us that whose
whom God disciplines and corrects are blessed. Do you
know anyone who experiencing a time of correction and
discipline?
Job 5:17 Blessed is the man whom God corrects.
Psalm 94:12 Blessed is the man you discipline, O LORD.
God corrects us because He loves us and if we will
embrace this we can be sure that there is a blessing on
us.

TAKING REFUGE IN GOD
What do you take refuge in? What is it that you run to
when difficulties and problems confront you? I have met
many men who take refuge in their careers and jobs.
Perhaps there are problems at home or in their
marriages, so they sink themselves into their jobs working
harder and spending more and more time in the office.
We need to make God our refuge and run to Him when
things are tough.

PERSEVERING
Stickability under difficulty is another source of blessing.
Sometimes we think to be blessed means to have no
difficulties or problems. But this is not always the case.
We all face many challenges.
James 1:12 Blessed is the man who perseveres under trial,
because when he has stood the test, he will receive the
crown of life that God has promised to those who love
him.
I heard someone say: ‘Fear is not something you run from
but rather something we need to move through.’ Many
times we find it easier to run from trials and difficulties,
but there is a blessing for those who will persevere and a
reward.

SEEKING GOD
There is a reward for those who will seek God. The Bible
tells us that there is a blessing on the lives of those people
who will listen, watch and wait.

Psalm 34:8 Taste and see that the LORD is good; blessed
is the man who takes refuge in him.

Proverbs 8:34-35 Blessed is the man who listens to me,
watching daily at my doors, waiting at my doorway.

There is a blessing for those who will take refuge in God.

But that is not where it ends.

BEING KIND

Proverbs 8:34-35 Blessed is the man who listens to me,
watching daily at my doors, waiting at my doorway. For
whoever finds me finds life and receives favour from the
LORD.

So you want to be blessed? Be kind to others. Sometimes
we can be very judgmental and often times we have no
idea about what others are going through. We need to
be kind to everybody, because everyone is going through
a hard time in some way or another.
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From seeking come the possibility of finding. God has a
reward for those who will do this and the reward is that
we will receive God’s favour on our lives. I want to know
God’s favour and blessing on my life!
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MarriageMissions.com

Leaving Marriage
Because God Wants
Me To Be Happy

I can’t stay in this marriage, because I’m miserable and
that’s not what God wants for me. I’m leaving. I’ve been
unhappy for too many years. God would never want me
to be this unhappy for the rest of my life.
Those are just a few of the statements we’ve heard from
spouses, which causes them to feel it’s okay to leave their
marriage to forge a new life. After all, “God wants me to
be happy” …right? Well, yes and no. We have to look at
the context of what their “happiness” costs on many
different levels.

LEAVING, PURSUING “HAPPINESS”

I agree with what Mrs Parunak says in her
PursuingTitus2.com article, Wouldn’t God Want Me to Be
Happy? When asked this question she wrote,

Years ago, my dad left my mom and us four kids to pursue
his “happiness” with another woman. He was sure that
was what he should do and that this would make him
happy. In doing so, he left my mom who was devastated,
and us four kids whose lives have never been the same,
as a result. This woman left her husband and her children
who were also devastated. There were a lot of other
grieving family members and friends that were hurt too
by all of this. The questions arise: Didn’t God want US to
be happy? If my Dad and this woman’s happiness was the
most important thing to God, what about us?

“I think the fact that you apply that question to a situation
in which you are contemplating leaving your husband for
another man demonstrates that you’ve been fed lies in
two critical areas: what God wants, and what will make
you happy.”

Was it God’s will for us to grieve just so my dad and this
woman would be happy? No. I can’t imagine that this is
what God would approve of at all. When our happiness
violates other principles that are important to God, then
there is a problem.

SAME PRINCIPLES APPLY

I can tell you as a grandma that I want my granddaughter
to be happy —no doubt! But in order for that to happen,
if she had to elbow my grandson so she could grab the
desire of her heart —a toy, some food or whatever, I
wouldn’t be happy about that at all. And neither would
her brother be, nor her parents. Happiness is not the goal
of all of life. Sometimes we have to be left wanting or
unhappy for the greater good to happen —especially the
greater good of many.

Now even if you don’t have someone else chosen to be
the one you will eventually marry after you divorce your
present spouse, the same principles apply.
Does God want you to be happy? Of course… It’s natural
to assume that as a Father, He would want that for His
children. But if your happiness steps on someone else’s
happiness what’s the answer then? Is your happiness the
only consideration here?
You might THINK that everyone else would eventually be
happier if you left your marriage, but are you allknowing? I’m not. And I have a feeling that you aren’t
either.
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OUR CHARACTER VS
OUR COMFORT AND VALUES
Yes, God wants you to be happy, but not at the expense
of the greater good that HE knows needs to happen. He
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is more interested in our character, than our comfort, our
values —HIS values to be lived out, than our temporary
satisfaction and happiness.
We’re told in God’s Word, “The eyes of man are never
satisfied” (Proverbs 27:20). And it’s SO true.

END OF THE STORY
Let me tell you the end of the story with my parents. The
woman that my Dad loved so much to cause him to run
away with? He eventually left her. Their happiness didn’t
last, even though they were sure it would. He realized she
wasn’t all he thought she was, and that they weren’t so
great together after all. She eventually went back to her
husband and family only to run off with another man she
loved and wanted “happiness” with.
My Dad came back home and my parents worked on their
marriage and it survived until my mom died several years
ago. But my mom’s trust and the level of love she had for
my Dad took a big hit while my Dad was pursuing his
happiness. It was never the same. And that’s not all that
that suffered. I eventually grew up, married and had
marital problems for a long time because of my insecurity
in trusting men. (Thankfully, God helped me to get to a
better place in this and my marriage survived and is now
thriving.)
I also have to tell you that when my Dad left, something
snapped in my brother. He was never the same. He
eventually self-medicated by turning to drugs and
alcohol. Sadly, he died a young death from complications
of his alcohol abuse. He left behind a grieving widow and
siblings who miss him terribly. My other brother and
sister have lived with their own emotional scars (and their
marriages and kids too, as the ripple-effect keeps moving
on).

OUR ACTIONS AFFECT OTHERS
FOR GENERATIONS
I tell you all this to say that just because we want to reach
for “happiness” and just because it seems that it should
be justifiable for various reasons, it doesn’t mean that it’s
the best thing for us to do. We don’t live as islands unto
ourselves. Our actions can and do affect others for
generations. We need to always consider that. God
knows it. That’s probably a big reason why He hates
divorce —all the damage it causes. He also hates it
because it tears up the living picture He put forth of His
love for the church (that is portrayed throughout the
Bible). There’s something wrong with this picture, when
we have to tear up God’s picture to accomplish what we
want (our happiness).
I appreciate something that Erin Davis (of
Liesyoungwomenbelieve.com) wrote on this issue in her
blog, Does God Want You to Be Happy? The following is
part of what she said that stood out to me. She was telling
of a wife and mom of a toddler that was “unhappy” in her
17

marriage. Erin tried to scripturally convince her NOT to
divorce.

SHE WROTE:
“Her response? ‘I believe that God wants me to be happy,
and I am just not happy in my marriage.’
“Soon after that conversation she left her husband. She is
no longer involved in the church where we used to
minister to teenagers side-by-side. I can’t say if she is
happier now or not, but I do know that her decision came
at a tremendous cost.
“I’ve heard the argument ‘God wants me to be happy’
made often through the years. I’ve heard Christians
defend all kinds of decisions based on the belief that God
wants them to be happy. But the truth is I’m not sure that
He does.
“Don’t get me wrong; I don’t think that God delights in
our misery. But I’m not sure that there’s any biblical
evidence to back up the claim that He wants us to be
happy. In fact the Bible seems to teach that He is more
concerned with our holiness than our happiness.”
And He is. Edie Wadsworth (a former physician —now full
time homemaker and part-time blogger) wrote the
following that also brings out this point. In her article,
“Why Marriage Is So Hard” she writes about spouses who
sometimes don’t “make us happy.”

BUT EVEN SO:
“God knew what He was doing when He gave you this
particular person. He knew the flaws in your character
and personality that this person could sharpen. He knew
that this person could expose the sins you try to cover
and hide. God knows better than you what you need and
the sooner you submit to Christ and His purposes in your
life, the sooner you will see what He is up to in your
marriage. This relationship is not for your happiness; it is
for your redemption. He is not trying to make you
comfortable; He is desperate to make you holy. God will
go to any lengths to transform you because He loves you
so much.”
Whether God gave you this particular spouse, or you
chose him or her on your own, there can still be
redemption that can come about, even in times where
we’re unhappy. Living a life of holiness and obeying
God’s commands is much more important to God than
that which we think will make us happy. Pastor Gary
Kinnaman touched on this point in a Marriage
Partnership Magazine article titled, “What’s Wrong with
Happiness.”

HE WROTE:
“I’d been counseling a couple for several months when a
wife came to see me one day. Although she had been
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married for 25 years, she wanted out. Nothing I said could
change her determination; she simply was no longer
happy in her marriage. She and her husband divorced,
and not long after that she turned up at church again —
sitting in the pew with her husband’s brother. When she
came to ask me to officiate at her second wedding, she
wasn’t too pleased to hear my refusal. She said, ‘But it
says in the Bible that God wants me to be happy!’
“Of course, she couldn’t point to a specific chapter and
verse. The Bible talks about joy, about contentment, but
the Bible doesn’t lift up happiness as an ultimate goal.
“It’s not that happiness is such a bad thing. Who doesn’t
like to feel happy? …Happiness is what I’d call a ‘neutral’
value. It’s not good or evil, but it’s a cultural value that
can assault Christianity. The woman who deserted her
husband assigned such a high priority to personal
happiness that it overwhelmed the Christian, biblical
value of marital commitment. She valued her own
happiness more than she desired to obey God’s
commands.”
OUCH! I hope this isn’t true of you. I also hope you will
consider something that Pastor Mark Gungor, of the
Laugh Your Way to a Better Marriage ministry said on this
idea of happiness being something God wants for us to
grab.

MARK GUNGOR WROTE:
“Now it’s not that I’m against being happy. I do believe
God wants people to be happy, but not to the point that
it overcomes the right thing to do (an important point to
realize).
“…As I travel around the country, I am stunned at the
number of people that I talk to who are ready to walk out
on their family, walk away from their kids, walk away
from their husband or their wife, and their pure
justification is ‘God wants me to be happy.’ You know, as
if this was God’s standard for making His rules. I mean,
this is ridiculous. I don’t think God was sitting up in
heaven, saying, ‘thou shalt not commit adultery, unless it
makes you happy, you know, I’m open to that.’ …Who
told you God wants you to be happy to such a high
degree? Oftentimes, God asks us to do things that make
us profoundly unhappy. When Peter was being crucified
upside-down, that was a bad day for him.”
True? Absolutely! You have to look at the total picture of
God’s will for us, not just cherry-pick and then rearrange
God’s priorities for us. Do you want your children to be
happy? Yes! But do you want them to have that
happiness at the expense of others? Is your child’s
happiness more important than his or her growing up to
be a good, moral, kind-hearted, promise-keeping adult?
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IS YOUR HAPPINESS
GOD’S ULTIMATE GOAL?
Consider the following written by Bill Elliff:
“As a pastor, I can’t tell you how many people have
justified breaking up their marriages by saying, ‘I have to
do this. God just wants me to be happy.’ But according to
God’s Word, a spouse’s individual happiness is not the
purpose for marriage.
“The Bible says in Colossians 3:17: ‘Whatever you do in
word or deed, do for the glory of God.‘ While all parts of
creation are to glorify God, mankind was made in God’s
very image. Through marriage, husbands and wives are to
reflect His character and have children who will reflect His
character … all the way to the end of time.
“Every marriage knows unhappiness. Every marriage
knows conflict. And every marriage knows difficulty. But
everyone can be joyful in their marriage by focusing on
God’s purposes and His glory instead of individual
happiness.” (From the Family Life Today article, 8 Lies
that Destroy Marriage)
There are different types of joy. There is the “emotion of
well-being and success.” But there is also the joyful
emotion of knowing you are doing the right thing—doing
what God would have you. Those can be two different
emotions. One leads to a temporary fix of leaving behind
the hard stuff to pursue your own happiness, even
though you break other hearts in the process. And the
other leads to one day having the Lord say to you, “Well
done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful in
what was handed to you.”

WAKE UP!
I don’t doubt that those who are tempted to leave their
marriages are feeling miserable. Joy is the last emotion
they can ever imagine feeling if they don’t leave their
marriage. I get that. God gets that. But that doesn’t justify
doing that, which we shouldn’t because we are hurting.
“Some time ago, we received the following email, ‘I’m
leaving my husband and our two small children. I know
what the Bible says, but God knows my heart. He just
wants me to be happy.’ Another woman who was
separated recently complained about her marriage but
said that she was ‘seeking God’s will’ as she headed to
Vegas with her boyfriend. I want to shout, ‘WAKE UP!’ Sin
blinds us from the truth and we blame everyone and
everything instead of looking in the mirror.” (Shane
Idleman)
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How can I know if
something is a sin?
GotQuestions.org
There are two issues involved in this question, the things that the Bible specifically
mentions and declares to be sin and those the Bible does not directly address.
Scriptural lists of various sins include Proverbs 6:16-19, Galatians 5:19-21, and 1
Corinthians 6:9-10. There can be no doubt that these passages present the activities
as sinful, things God does not approve of. Murder, adultery, lying, stealing, etc.—
there is no doubt the Bible presents such things as sin. The more difficult issue is in
determining what is sinful in areas that the Bible does not directly address. When
the Bible does not cover a certain subject, we have some general principles in His
Word to guide us.
First, when there is no specific scriptural reference, it is good to ask not whether a
certain thing is wrong, but, rather, if it is definitely good. The Bible says, for example,
that we are to “make the most of every opportunity” (Colossians 4:5). Our few days
here on earth are so short and precious in relation to eternity that we ought never
to waste time on selfish things, but to use it only on “what is helpful for building
others up according to their needs” (Ephesians 4:29).
A good test is to determine whether we can honestly, in good
conscience, ask God to bless and use the particular activity for His
own good purposes. “So whether you eat or drink or whatever you
do, do it all for the glory of God” (1 Corinthians 10:31). If there is
room for doubt as to whether it pleases God, then it is best to give it
up. “Everything that does not come from faith is sin” (Romans 14:23).
We need to remember that our bodies, as well as our souls, have
been redeemed and belong to God. “Do you not know that your body
is a temple of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you have received
from God? You are not your own; you were bought at a price.
Therefore honor God with your body” (1 Corinthians 6:19-20). This
great truth should have a real bearing on what we do and where we
go.
In addition, we must evaluate our actions not only in relation to God,
but also in relation to their effect on our family, our friends, and other
people in general. Even if a particular thing may not hurt us personally,
if it harmfully influences or affects someone else, it is a sin. “It is better
not to eat meat or drink wine or to do anything else that will cause your
brother to fall....We who are strong ought to bear with the failings of
the weak and not to please ourselves” (Romans 14:21; 15:1).
Finally, remember that Jesus Christ is our Lord and Savior, and nothing
else can be allowed to take priority over our conformity to His will. No
habit or recreation or ambition can be allowed to have undue control
over our lives; only Christ has that authority. “Everything is permissible
for me—but not everything is beneficial. Everything is permissible for
me—but I will not be mastered by anything” (1 Corinthians 6:12). “And
whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the
Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him” (Colossians
3:17).
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