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ASKING GOD

FOR HELP

By: Andrew W. Roebert

It is great to know that we can bring our requests to
God. It is a wonderful thought that we can approach
God. That’s what we want to do today. To trust
together with you, for that which you are trusting God
for. I believe God listens and hears our prayers. He
wants to be a Father to us and help us. We can ask God
for help, in any area. Let’s trust God today.

GOD KNOWS WHAT YOU NEED
This is a reassuring fact. God is in the know. He is NOT
ignorant of our needs and situations. Jesus went
through hard times and He understands what you may
be going through.

Matthew 6:8 Your Father knows
exactly what you need even
before you ask him!
Before we ask God for something, He already knows we
have need of it. That’s just like a father!

JESUS TOLD US TO ASK
We are authorized to ask God for the things we need.
In Matthew 7:7, Jesus instructs us to ASK.

Matthew 7:7 Ask and it will be
given to you; seek and you will
find; knock and the door will be
opened to you.
This is followed by a great promise.

Matthew 7:8 For everyone who
asks receives; he who seeks
finds; and to him who knocks,
the door will be opened.
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WE NEED TO BELIEVE
This is a vital aspect. We need to
mix faith into our prayers Faith
moves God. Without faith it is
impossible to please God.

Matthew 21:22 If you believe, you will
receive whatever you ask for in prayer.
Matthew 21:22 If you believe, you will receive whatever you
ask for in prayer.

GOD WANTS TO GIVE US GOOD THINGS
Matthew 7:9-11 “Which of
you, if his son asks for bread,
will give him a stone? Or if he
asks for a fish, will give him a
snake? If you, then, though
you are evil, know how to give
good gifts to your children, how
much more will your Father in
heaven give good gifts to those
who ask him!
God wants to give us good gifts. God does not have bad
in store for us. He wants to bless us like a father would
bless his own children. He God wants to be good to us.
But it is important to ask Him.

Hebrews 11:1 What is faith? It is the confident assurance that
something we want is going to happen. It is the certainty that
what we hope for is waiting for us, even though we cannot see
it up ahead.

James 1:6 But when you ask him, be sure
that you really expect him to tell you.
James 1:8 If you don’t ask with faith, don’t expect the Lord to
give you any solid answer.

GOD WANTS TO DO MORE THAN WE COULD ASK
That’s just like God. He would want to do even more than what
we would ask.

Ephesians 3:20 Now to him who is able to
do immeasurably more than all we ask or
imagine, according to his power that is at
work within us.
God wants to be good to us. We serve a good God. He loves for
and cares for us.

THE IMPORTANCE OF AGREEMENT

WE CAN HAVE CONFIDENCE IN GOD

When we stand together we can accomplish
something. We want to agree together today for your
situations.

I like this part.

Matthew 18:19-20 Again, I tell you that if two of
you on earth agree about anything you ask for, it
will be done for you by my Father in heaven. 20
For where two or three come together in my
name, there am I with them.
We have come together today. God is with us. As we
agree we can expect God to come through for us.
5

1 John 5:14-15 And this is the confidence
that we have in him, that, if we ask any
thing according to his will, he hears us:
15And if we know that he hear us,
whatsoever we ask, we know that we have
the petitions that we desired of him.
If we ask according to His will, He hears us. And because of this
we can expect Him to answer our requests. Keep on expecting
God to come through in your circumstances and situations.
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GOD IS AT
WORK
WITHIN US
By: Andrew W Roebert

GOD CAN USE ANYTHING
God is at work within each one of us. Sometimes it
may not feel like it. Sometimes we may even feel as
if God has forgotten about us. BUT the truth is that
God has not forgotten about any of us and He is at
work within our hearts and lives. We have a choice
to embrace what He is doing in our lives or we can
reject it. Whether we embrace or reject God’s
working in our lives does not change the fact that
He is at work!

GOD USES WHAT WE ARE GOING
THROUGH
God often uses the situation and circumstances
that we are facing to work within us. We may not
enjoy what we are facing, we may even despise
some of the issues we are dealing with, but God in
His grace and wisdom often uses those very things
to bring us to a place of dependence on Him. The
issue often is that we need to discover what it is
that God is trying to teach us or show us and move
on. Challenges and difficulties are things we must
move through, they are not places at which we
should ‘set up camp’. We must make sure we pass
the test that God is trying to teach us so that we can
move on and become all that God intended us to
become.
6

God can use anything to bring about His purposes in our lives. He may
use the fact that there is so much happening in our lives to work within
us. He may use the fact that so little is happening in our lives to work
within us. He may use the fact that things are moving so fast or the fact
that things are moving too slowly to work within us! He may use the
fact that things are very difficult or the fact that things are flowing very
smoothly to work within us. The fact remains, God is at work within
each one of us and the work that He is doing is a GOOD WORK.

Romans 12:2 Do not conform any longer to the
pattern of this world, but be transformed by the
renewing of your mind.
Ephesians 4:23-24 Now your attitudes and thoughts must all be
constantly changing for the better. Yes, you must be a new and
different person, holy and good. Clothe yourself with this new
nature.

GOD HAS A WAY OF WORKING THINGS OUT
God truly has a way of working things out. We must trust Him in this
aspect. We must realize that God is at work within us. We must believe
that the work He is doing within us is for our good and not for our
destruction!
Romans 8:28 And we know that all that happens to us is working for
our good if we love God and are fitting into his plans
AliveToGod.com | July 2018

D.

E.
F.

G.

We must let God do the work that He wants to do within us.
I like to use the term ‘embrace’. We need to embrace the
working of God within us!
We must give God ‘right of way’ to work within us as He
sees fit!
We need to surrender ourselves to God. This includes our
ideas, what we think should be happening and leave it to
God.
We must rest. This is a resting in God and in His ability to
work within us! (Hebrews 4)

God has a way of
working things out.
We may not be able
to see the big picture,
but He can and that
should give us
confidence!

THE SECRET

CO-OPERATING WITH GOD
Life is not always easy, but God is at work. We need to
co-operate with what God is doing in our lives.

Philippians 2:13 For God is at
work within you, helping you want
to obey him, and then helping you
do what he wants.

If we are going to benefit from the work that God is doing in
our lives, we need to take note of the following:

A.

B.
C.

We must never force things. This may include our
own agenda, things that seem ‘good to us’ or what
we think should or should not be happening.
We must wait for God. We must not become
impatient or in a hurry.
We must beware of preempting things. There is a
time for everything in God’s hands. We must
understand that God’s timing is not our timing
and He has everything in His impeccable timing!

7

James 1:12 Happy is the man who
doesn’t give in and do wrong when
he is tempted, for afterwards he
will get as his reward the crown of
life that God has promised those
who love him.
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Why does God
Allow
Deception?

GotQuestions.org
God’s desire is that all people repent and be saved (2 Peter
3:9). At the same time, Satan, the “father of lies” (John
8:44), deceives the very people who need to accept the
truth. “The god of this age has blinded the minds of
unbelievers, so that they cannot see the light of the gospel
of the glory of Christ” (2 Corinthians 4:4). Surely, God could
stop Satan’s lies and give people a fighting chance.

Eve responds by quoting what God had said (Genesis 3:13). She knows what to do and what not to do. The
serpent then tempts her with what she can gain by eating
from the tree (Genesis 3:4-5), and she notices other
attractive aspects of the fruit (Genesis 3:6). Eve was lied
to, and the serpent was cunning (2 Corinthians 11:3), but
she ultimately chose to disobey God, even though she
could quote the commandment.

The Bible presents a consistent picture of how sin and
deception are related. What’s revealed is that the way we
tend to think of deceit is, well, a bit deceived. Spiritually
speaking, deception is deeper than merely being tricked or
lied to. In order to be saved, one does not need any
particular level of intelligence, philosophical ability, or
wisdom (Galatians 3:28; 1 Corinthians 1:20, 26). In fact,
mankind has an unfortunate habit of using increased
knowledge to develop more sophisticated ways to sin.

When confronted with her sin, Eve said, “The serpent
deceived me, and I ate” (Genesis 3:13b). The original
Hebrew word for “deceived” implies trickery and
craftiness; it is sometimes translated “seduced.”
Seduction is an appropriate way to think of the deception
of Eve—she knew full well what God had said, but she
chose to disobey because she wanted something that
the serpent cleverly offered.

Key to understanding spiritual deception is the fact that we
often choose what we want to believe rather than what we
should believe, even in the face of the evidence (Luke
16:31). “Even after Jesus had done all these miraculous
signs in their presence, they still would not believe in him”
(John 12:37). Notice that they would not believe Jesus,
despite the miracles. Their unbelief was willful.

The same dynamic is at work today. People who reject
God do so because, in some way, they don't really want
to obey Him. We are tempted by our “own evil desire”
first (James 1:14). That’s not to say every unbeliever is
blatantly and spitefully turning from what is known to be
true. But the unbeliever’s desire for self-satisfaction
makes Satan’s deception all the more potent.

Eve is the earliest, clearest example of how spiritual God has sent the Savior (John 3:16), He fills the world
deception really works. When the serpent asks her, “Did with signs of Himself (Romans 1:20), He makes Himself
available to those who seek Him (Deuteronomy 4:29),
God really say…?”
8
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and He secures anyone who comes to Him (John 6:37).
When men reject what is “clearly seen” of God
(Romans 1:20), it leads to a downward spiral of “foolish
hearts” made dark (verse 21), idolatry (verse 22), and
sexual impurity (verse 24). Finally, mankind
“exchanged the truth of God for a lie” (verse 25). In
other words, the spiritual deception of mankind is the
direct result of rejecting truth once held. The
unbeliever has made an exchange—the truth for a lie—
and the devil is happy to facilitate the swap by
presenting the sinner with a wide array of lies from
which to choose.
Anyone who resists God risks falling into spiritual
deception (2 Thessalonians 2:8-10). Nature abhors a
vacuum, and the void created by the eviction of truth
will soon be filled by something less than true. Give up
the truth, and you’ll believe just about anything.
Eve didn’t sin because she was hopelessly outmatched
by a demonic force, making her do wrong when she
thought she was doing right. Yes, she was lied to, but
she chose to listen to the lie. That was followed by her
longing look at what was forbidden and, finally, her
taking the fruit in hopes of a better life.
All human sin is based in human choice (1 Corinthians
10:13). When we reject the truth, we make ourselves
vulnerable to the lie. Repeated rejection of spiritual
truth brings spiritual deception as a divine
consequence.
God allows spiritual deception as a form of punishment
for willful sin, and in order to cultivate an awareness in
our lives of how badly we need the One who is Himself
Truth, our Lord Jesus Christ (John 14:6).

9
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Where is God when it hurts?
GotQuestions.org

The Bible teaches that God reigns over the nations
from His holy throne in heaven (Psalm 47:8; Isaiah 6:1,
66:1; Hebrews 4:16). Even though we know that God’s
presence is in some sense uniquely in heaven, the
teachings of Scripture also make it clear that God is
omnipresent (present everywhere at the same time).
From the beginning of Scripture, we see the presence
of God hovering over the earth, even when it was still
formless and empty (Genesis 1:2). God filled the world
with His creation, and His presence and glory continue
to inhabit the whole earth (Numbers 14:21). There are
many examples throughout Scripture of God’s
presence moving on the earth, interacting with His
creation (Genesis 3:8; Deuteronomy 23:14; Exodus
3:2; 1 Kings 19:11-18; Luke 1:35; Acts 16:7). Hebrews
4:13 says, “Nothing in all creation is hidden from God’s
sight. Everything is uncovered and laid bare before the
eyes of him to whom we must give an account.”
10

Jeremiah 23:24 exclaims, “‘Can anyone hide in secret
places so that I cannot see him?’ declares the Lord.
‘Do not I fill heaven and earth?’ declares the Lord.”
Psalm 139 is an amazing study in God’s
omnipresence.

Where is God?
If you are a believer in Jesus Christ, God is with you,
beside you, above you, and inside you. God’s
presence and watchful care never leave you. If you
are not a believer in Jesus Christ, God is right in front
of you, inviting you, drawing you, offering you the
love, mercy, and grace that He longs to give you. If
you are unsure of your relationship with God
through Jesus Christ, please read our article on how
to “Get right with God.” Perhaps a better question
than “Where is God?” is “Where are you, in
relationship to God?”
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Where is God when it hurts?
It seems we desire to know the answer to this
question most when faced with painful trials and
attacks of doubt. Even Jesus, during His crucifixion,
asked, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken
me?” (Matthew 27:46). To the onlookers of that
time, as well as to those who first read the story, it
seems that God did forsake Jesus, so we obviously
conclude that He will forsake us as well in our
darkest moments. Yet, upon continued observation
of the events that unfolded after the crucifixion, the
truth is revealed that nothing can separate us from
the love of God, not even death (Romans 8:37-39).
After Jesus was crucified, He was glorified (1 Peter
1:21; Mark 16:6, 19; Romans 4:24-25). From this
example alone we can be assured that even when
we do not feel God’s presence in the midst of our
pain, we can still believe His promise that He will
never leave us nor forsake us (Hebrews 13:5). “God
sometimes permits what He hates to accomplish
what He loves” (Joni Erickson Tada).We put our trust
in the fact that God does not lie, He never changes,
and His Word stands true forever (Numbers 23:19; 1
Samuel 15:29; Psalm 110:4; Malachi 3:6; Hebrews
7:21; 13:8, James 1:17; 1 Peter 1:25). We do not lose
heart over painful circumstances because we live by
faith in every word that has proceeded from the
mouth of God, not putting our hope in what is seen
or perceived. We trust God that our light and
momentary troubles are achieving for us an eternal
glory that far outweighs all the suffering that we will
endure on this earth.
11

So, we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what
is unseen, because we know and believe that what
is seen is temporary, but what is unseen is eternal
(2 Corinthians 4:16-18; 5:7). We also trust God’s
Word, which says He is constantly working things
together for the good of those who love Him and
have been called according to His purpose (Romans
8:28). Even though we do not always see the good
ends to which God is working things out, we can be
assured that a time will come when we will
understand and see more clearly. Our lives are like
a quilt. If you look at the back side of a quilt, all you
see is a mess of knots and loose ends hanging out
all over. It is very unattractive, and there seems to
be no rhyme or reason to the work. Yet when you
turn the quilt over, you see how the maker has
craftily woven together each strand to form a
beautiful creation, much like the life of a believer
(Isaiah 64:8). We live with a limited understanding
of the things of God, yet a day is coming when we
will know and understand all things (Job 37:5;
Isaiah 40:28; Ecclesiastes 11:5; 1 Corinthians 13:12;
1 John 3:2). Where is God when it hurts? The
message to take with you in hard times is that when
you cannot see His hand, trust His heart, and know
for certain that He has not forsaken you. When you
seem to have no strength of your own, that is when
you can most fully rest in His presence and know
that His strength is made perfect in your weakness
(2 Corinthians 12:9-10).
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Never far,

Just another Dimension
By: Andrew W Roebert

It is great to know that we can always have the Lord near
to us. He is here now and wherever we go, He is there.
There is no place where He is not and no point is nearer
to Him than any other point. Nobody is any further from
Him or closer to Him than any other person. This needs
to become alive in us! The Lord wants to be real to each
of us.

ADAM TRIED THE IMPOSSIBLE
Adam and Eve were living in the Garden of Eden when
they sinned. Their immediate reaction was to try and
hide from the Lord. The frantically tried to do the
impossible - they tried to hide from Him and His
presence. He is everywhere and we cannot run away
from Him or try to live as though He does not exist. Sin
makes us want to escape His presence, but even sin does
not change the fact that He is there.
12

DAVID UNDERSTOOD THIS
Psalm 139:7-12 Where can I go from your Spirit?
Where can I flee from your presence? If I go up to the
heavens, you are there; if I make my bed in the depths,
you are there. If I rise on the wings of the dawn, if I
settle on the far side of the sea, even there your hand
will guide me, your right hand will hold me fast. If I say,
'Surely the darkness will hide me and the light become
night around me,' even the darkness will not be dark to
you; the night will shine like the day, for darkness is as
light to you.
Great heights and great depths cannot separate us from
the Lord. Distance cannot separate us from Him and
living in a foreign country cannot separate us from Him.
Darkness cannot separate us from Him. He wants to be
there for us.
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Psalm 139:13-16 For you created my
inmost being; you knit me together in
my mother's womb. I praise you because
I am fearfully and wonderfully made;
your works are wonderful, I know that
full well. My frame was not hidden from
you when I was made in the secret place.
When I was woven together in the depths
of the earth, your eyes saw my unformed
body. All the days ordained for me were
written in your book before one of them
came to be.

WE LIVE BECAUSE OF THE LORD
He wants us to seek Him, to reach out for Him and
to find Him. He is not far away.
Acts 17:27 God did this so that men would seek him
and perhaps reach out for him and find him, though
he is not far from each one of us.
Acts 17:28 For in him we live and move and have
our being.
Our source of life is the Lord Himself and He wants
this to become an even greater reality to us.

HE WILL NEVER LEAVE US
This is a reassuring fact!
Deuteronomy 31:6 The LORD your God goes with
you; he will never leave you nor forsake you.

John 14:15 If you love me, obey me; and I will ask the
Father and he will give you another Comforter, and he will
never leave you.
This encourages me a lot. This fact remains the truth for
you and me.

NOTHING CAN SEPARATE US FROM THE
LORD AND HIS LOVE
We cannot be separated from His love. Even when we are
totally unaware of it, He is still there and His love is still
reaching out to us.
Romans 8:38-39 For I am convinced that nothing can
ever separate us from his love. Death can't, and life can't.
The angels won't, and all the powers of hell itself cannot
keep God's love away. Our fears for today, our worries
about tomorrow, or where we are - high above the sky, or
in the deepest ocean - nothing will ever be able to separate
us from the love of God.

THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE PRESENCE
AND THE MANIFEST PRESENCE
They are not the same and we can have the one without
the other. We know that the Lord is here, but we can
remain totally unaware of it. Only as we become aware of
His presence is His presence manifest. He wants to show
Himself to us and we need to make ourselves available and
seek Him. This is what makes the difference between a
nominal Christian life and a radiant/alive Christian life. This
difference is important to understand.

Deuteronomy 31:8 The LORD himself goes before
you and will be with you; he will never leave you nor
forsake you. Do not be afraid; do not be
discouraged.

13
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Psalm 73:28
But it is good for me
to draw near to God

14
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THERE IS SOMETHING WE CAN DO
We need to develop a heart after the Lord:
seeking Him and drawing near to Him.
Psalm 73:28 But it is good for
me to draw near to God

James 4:8 Draw near to God
and He will draw near to you.
Don't become too busy. Avoid the pitfalls of
religious business and religious activity and go for
the Lord!

NEARER TO HIM
Have you ever heard someone say: 'My
son/daughter is getting closer to me as they are
getting older', but the truth is that the child has
lived with the mother or father all his life? It is like
this with us - we live with the Lord all our lives,
BUT there is another dimension altogether. A
closer and a more real, special relationship. We
are speaking here of experience; coming to know
Him more intimately and with a deeper
understanding. The barriers are disappearing and
a close relationship of mind and heart is
developing. This is what He has for each of us.

James 4:8
Draw near to God and
He will draw near to
you.
15
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We live in a world of pain and suffering.
There is no one who is not affected by the
harsh realities of life, and the question
“why do bad things happen to good
people?” is one of the most difficult
questions in all of theology. God is
sovereign, so all that happens must have
at least been allowed by Him, if not
directly caused by Him. At the outset, we
must acknowledge that human beings,
who are not eternal, infinite, or
omniscient, cannot expect to fully
understand God’s purposes and ways.
The book of Job deals with the issue of why
God allows bad things to happen to good
people. Job was a righteous man (Job 1:1),
yet he suffered in ways that are almost
beyond belief. God allowed Satan to do
everything he wanted to Job except kill
him, and Satan did his worst. What was
Job’s reaction? “Though he slay me, yet
will I hope in him” (Job 13:15). “The LORD
gave and the LORD has taken away; may
the name of the LORD be praised” (Job
1:21). Job did not understand why God had
allowed the things He did, but he knew
God was good and therefore continued to
trust in Him. Ultimately, that should be our
reaction as well. Why do bad things
happen to good people? As hard as it is to
acknowledge, we must remember that
there are no “good” people, in the
absolute sense of the word.
16

All of us are tainted by and infected
with sin (Ecclesiastes 7:20; Romans
3:23; 1 John 1:8). As Jesus said, “No
one is good—except God alone” (Luke
18:19). All of us feel the effects of sin
in one way or another. Sometimes it’s
our own personal sin; other times, it’s
the sins of others. We live in a fallen
world, and we experience the effects
of the fall. One of those effects is
injustice and seemingly senseless
suffering.
When wondering why God would
allow bad things to happen to good
people, it’s also good to consider
these four things about the bad things
that happen:
1) Bad things may happen to good
people in this world, but this world is
not the end. Christians have an
eternal perspective: “We do not lose
heart. Though outwardly we are
wasting away, yet inwardly we are
being renewed day by day. For our
light and momentary troubles are
achieving for us an eternal glory that
far outweighs them all. So we fix our
eyes not on what is seen, but on what
is unseen, since what is seen is
temporary, but what is unseen is
eternal” (2 Corinthians 4:16–18). We
will have a reward someday, and it
will be glorious.
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2) Bad things happen to good people, but
God uses those bad things for an ultimate,
lasting good. “We know that in all things
God works for the good of those who love
him, who have been called according to his
purpose” (Romans 8:28). When Joseph,
innocent of wrongdoing, finally came
through his horrific sufferings, he was able
to see God’s good plan in it all (see Genesis
50:19–21).

Romans 5:8 declares, “But God demonstrates
his own love for us in this: While we were still
sinners, Christ died for us.” Despite the sinful
nature of the people of this world, God still
loves us. Jesus loved us enough to die to take
the penalty for our sins (Romans 6:23). If we
receive Jesus Christ as Savior (John 3:16;
Romans 10:9), we will be forgiven and
promised an eternal home in heaven
(Romans 8:1).

3) Bad things happen to good people, but
those bad things equip believers for deeper
ministry. “Praise be to . . . the Father of
compassion and the God of all comfort,
who comforts us in all our troubles, so that
we can comfort those in any trouble with
the comfort we ourselves receive from
God. For just as we share abundantly in the
sufferings of Christ, so also our comfort
abounds through Christ” (2 Corinthians
1:3–5). Those with battle scars can better
help those going through the battles.

God allows things to happen for a reason.
Whether or not we understand His reasons,
we must remember that God is good, just,
loving, and merciful (Psalm 135:3). Often, bad
things happen to us that we simply cannot
understand. Instead of doubting God’s
goodness, our reaction should be to trust
Him. “Trust in the LORD with all your heart
and lean not on your own understanding; in
all your ways acknowledge Him, and He will
make your paths straight” (Proverbs 3:5–6).
We walk by faith, not by sight.

4) Bad things happen to good people, and
the worst things happened to the best
Person. Jesus was the only truly Righteous
One, yet He suffered more than we can
imagine. We follow in His footsteps: “If you
suffer for doing good and you endure it,
this is commendable before God. To this
you were called, because Christ suffered
for you, leaving you an example that you
should follow in his steps. ‘He committed
no sin, and no deceit was found in his
mouth.’ When they hurled their insults at
him, he did not retaliate; when he suffered,
he made no threats. Instead, he entrusted
himself to him who judges justly” (1 Peter
2:20–23). Jesus is no stranger to our pain.
17
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Why is

Being a
Good person

Not enough to
get you

Into

Heaven?
GotQuestions.org

If you ask most people what you have to do to get into heaven
(assuming they believe in heaven or an afterlife), the
overwhelming response will be some form of “being a good
person.” Most, if not all, religions and worldly philosophies are
ethically based. Whether it’s Islam, Judaism, or secular humanism,
the teaching is common that getting to heaven is a matter of being
a good person—following the Ten Commandments or the
precepts of the Quran or the Golden Rule. But is this what
Christianity teaches? Is Christianity just one of many world
religions that teach that being a good person will get us into
heaven? Let’s examine Matthew 19:16–26 for some answers; it is
the story of the rich young ruler.
18

The first thing we note in this story is
that the rich young ruler is asking the
right question: “What good deed must I
do to have eternal life?” In asking the
question, he acknowledges the fact
that, despite all his efforts thus far,
there is something lacking, and he
wants to know what else must be done
to obtain eternal life. However, even
though he is asking the right question,
he is asking it from the wrong
worldview—that of merit (“What good
deed must I do...”); he has failed to
grasp the true meaning of the Law, as
Jesus will point out to him, which was to
serve as a tutor until the time of Christ
(Galatians 3:24).
The second thing to note is Jesus’
response to his question. Jesus asks a
question in return: why is he inquiring
into what is good? In other words, Jesus
is trying to get to the heart of the
matter, namely, that no one is good and
no one does good except God. As noted
earlier, the man is operating under a
false premise: that man is able to do
that which is good and earn his way into
heaven. To make His point, Jesus says
that, if he wants eternal life, he should
keep the commandments. In saying this,
Jesus is not advocating a works-based
righteousness.
Rather,
Jesus
is
challenging
the
young
man’s
suppositions by showing the man’s
shallow understanding of the Law and
human ability.
The young man’s response is very
telling. When told to keep the
commandments, he asks Jesus, “Which
ones?” Jesus continues to gently show
the man the error of his ways by giving
him the second table of the Law, i.e., the
commandments that deal with our
relationships to other people. You can
almost sense the frustration in the
young man’s response when he tells
Jesus that he has kept all of these since
his youth. Two things to point out here:
first, the irony in the young man’s
response.
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In saying he has kept all those commandments since his youth, he
has broken the commandment regarding false witness. If he were
truly being honest, he would have said that, as hard as he has tried
to keep the commandments, he fails on a daily basis. He has a
shallow understanding of the Law and an inflated opinion of his
own ability. Second, he still knows that he is not good enough; he
asks Jesus, “What do I still lack?”
Jesus now confronts the young man’s self-righteousness. He tells
him that, if he wishes to be perfect (i.e., complete), he must sell
all that he has and come follow Him. Jesus has perfectly diagnosed
the man’s “lack”—his attachment to his wealth. The man’s great
wealth has become an idol in his life. He claimed to have kept all
the commandments, but in reality he couldn’t even keep the first
one, to have no other gods before the Lord! The young man turned
his back on Jesus and walked away. His god was his wealth, which
he chose over Jesus.
Jesus now turns to His disciples to teach them a principle: “Again I
tell you, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle
than for a rich person to enter the kingdom of God.” This was
shocking to the disciples, who held the common idea that riches
were a sign of God’s blessing. But Jesus points out the obstacle
that riches often are, in their tendency to fuel self-sufficiency. His
disciples ask, “Who then can be saved?” Jesus answers by
reminding the disciples that salvation is of God: “With man this is
impossible, but with God all things are possible.”
Who can be saved? If left up to man alone, no one! Why is being
a good person not enough to get you into heaven? Because no one
is a “good” person; there is only one who is good, and that is God
Himself. The Bible says that all have sinned and fallen short of the
glory of God (Romans 3:23). The Bible also says that the wages of
our sin is death (Romans 6:23a). Fortunately, God did not wait
until we somehow learned to be “good”; while we were in our
sinful state, Christ died for the unrighteous (Romans 5:8).
Salvation is not based on our goodness but on Jesus’ goodness. If
we confess with our mouth that Jesus is Lord, and believe in our
hearts that God raised him from the dead, we will be saved
(Romans 10:9). This salvation in Christ is a precious gift, and, like
all true gifts, it is unearned (Romans 6:23b; Ephesians 2:8–9). The
message of the gospel is that we can never be good enough to get
to heaven. We must recognize that we are sinners who fall short
of God’s glory, and we must obey the command to repent of our
sins and place our faith and trust in Jesus Christ. Christ alone was
good enough to earn heaven, and He gives His righteousness to
those who believe in His name (Romans 1:17).
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