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How can we
the voice
GotQuestions.org

1 Samuel 3:1-10
The Lord Calls Samuel
The boy Samuel ministered before the Lord under Eli. In those days the word
of the Lord was rare; there were not many visions.
One night Eli, whose eyes were becoming so weak that he could barely see,
was lying down in his usual place. The lamp of God had not yet gone out,
and Samuel was lying down in the house of the Lord, where the ark of God
was. 4 Then the Lord called Samuel.
Samuel answered, “Here I am.” And he ran to Eli and said, “Here I am; you
called me.”
But Eli said, “I did not call; go back and lie down.” So he went and lay down.
Again the Lord called, “Samuel!” And Samuel got up and went to Eli and
said, “Here I am; you called me.”
“My son,” Eli said, “I did not call; go back and lie down.”
Now Samuel did not yet know the Lord: The word of the Lord had not yet
been revealed to him.
A third time the Lord called, “Samuel!” And Samuel got up and went to Eli
and said, “Here I am; you called me.”
Then Eli realized that the Lord was calling the boy. So Eli told Samuel, “Go
and lie down, and if he calls you, say, ‘Speak, Lord, for your servant is
listening.’” So Samuel went and lay down in his place.
The Lord came and stood there, calling as at the other times, “Samuel!
Samuel!”
Then Samuel said, “Speak, for your servant is listening.”

4
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This question has been asked by countless people throughout the ages.
Samuel heard the voice of God, but did not recognise it until he was
instructed by Eli (1 Samuel 3:1–10). Gideon had a physical revelation
from God, and he still doubted what he had heard to the point of asking
for a sign, not once, but three times (Judges 6:17–22,36–40). When we
are listening for God’s voice, how can we know that He is the one
speaking? First of all, we have something that Gideon and Samuel did
not. We have the complete Bible, the inspired Word of God, to read,
study, and meditate on. “All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for
teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so that the
man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work” (2
Timothy 3:16–17). When we have a question about a certain topic or
decision in our lives, we should see what the Bible has to say about it.
God will never lead us contrary to what He has taught in His Word (Titus
1:2). To hear God's voice we must belong to God. Jesus said, “My sheep
listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me” (John 10:27). Those
who hear God’s voice are those who belong to Him—those who have
been saved by His grace through faith in the Lord Jesus. These are the
sheep who hear and recognise His voice, because they know Him as their
Shepherd. If we are to recognise God’s voice, we must belong to Him.
We hear His voice when we spend time in Bible study and quiet
contemplation of His Word. The more time we spend intimately with God
and His Word, the easier it is to recognise His voice and His leading in our
lives. Employees at a bank are trained to recognise counterfeits by
studying genuine money so closely that it is easy to spot a fake. We
should be so familiar with God’s Word that when someone speaks error
to us, it is clear that it is not of God. While God could speak audibly to
people today, He speaks primarily through His written Word. Sometimes
God’s leading can come through the Holy Spirit, through our consciences,
through circumstances, and through the exhortations of other people. By
comparing what we hear to the truth of Scripture, we can learn to
recognise God’s voice.
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Intentional

By: MarriageMissions.com

Are you an intentional marriage partner at this
point in your relationship? If not… have you
set the goal to become one? If not, today is a
good day to take steps to partner with your
spouse in intentional ways. We encourage you
to do this because it’s a vital step in growing
your marriage to be loving and healthy. That is
because:
“Healthy marriages require intentionality.
Many couples have fallen into a passive
approach to their marriage. They wake up one
day wondering what went wrong. They
operate their marriages in what we call
default mode. Things happen without
planning or directions or effort. Instead of
default mode, we need a proactive approach
for our marriages to grow. The call that we’re
sending out is this: Get out of the default
mode in your marriage. Live at a higher level!”
(Michael McManus, from newspaper article,
“Myths and True Meaning of Married Love”)
We have fallen into the unhealthy default
mode pattern several times in our marriage.
The first time we “fell” was earlier in our
marriage. It almost took us down. Thankfully,
God woke us up, and drew us to Himself. He
then has step-by-step been showing us how to
be intentional marriage partners. Sometimes
we pull away and fall back into that default
mode, but as we stay close to God, He
redirects our steps to pro-actively reconnect.

Being an Intentional Marriage
Partner
Dr William Doherty gives this further insight
on this issue:
“An intentional marriage is one where the
partners are conscious, deliberate, and planful
about maintaining and building a sense of
connection over the years. A lot goes into
being intentional about marriage. This
includes attending marriage education
experiences. It also includes building a
community of support for one’s marriage,
setting boundaries with children, etc.”
6

“…In this era, if we’re not intentional, we’ll
become an automatic pilot couple. What I mean
is that the natural flow of marriage relationships
in contemporary life, with our crammed
schedules, endless tasks, kids to care for, and
the ever-present television media is towards
less focus on the couple relationship over time.
As a result, there is less connection. There is also
less spark, and less intimacy. To grow closer over
the years, you have to be mindful and
intentional because of the pace and distractions
of life.”
Do you find that to be true in your marriage
relationship? We’ve been there many times.
We’ve found that we have to purpose to grow in
our partnership. You don’t stumble into that
type of growth. You have to pro-actively work at
it.

Benefits of Being an Intentional
Marriage Partner
Additionally, here’s something that Bryan and
Stephanie Vignery (from the Intentional
Marriage web site) say about one change
(among many) that happens when we approach
marriage partnership with intentionality:
“Marriages that are rooted in reacting to each
other have a high rate of conflict. But when
couples make an intentional shift to responding
to each other they will experience love and
respect.”
In addition, when couples make an intentional
shift in how they interact with each other, they
partner together in healthy, loving, Godordained ways. As a result, they will experience
love at a level that reflects the heart of God.
We’re told in Ephesians 5:1-2: “Therefore be
imitators of God, as beloved children. And walk
in love, as Christ loved us and gave Himself up
for us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God.“
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What is the “therefore” (at the beginning of that
statement) there for? In Ephesians 4 (and throughout
the Bible), we’re told to live in unity with one another.
We have to “put away” from us, “all bitterness,
wrath, anger, clamor, and slander… along with all
malice.” The mandate is to “Be kind to one another,
tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God in
Christ forgave you.”
To do this, we have to be intentional in how we walk.
It’s not natural to “walk in love.” To truly show love
to one another, it takes sacrifice. Sometimes giving
love comes easy, and other times it doesn’t.

Difficulties in Being an Intentional
Marriage Partner
What are some of the “un-easier” choices we need to
make for us to be an intentional marriage partner? Al
Janssen (in his book, “The Marriage Masterpiece”)
gives husbands what this looks like in practical terms.
The same advice can be given to wives:

“Meaning in marriage is not found by
pursuing happiness or self-fulfillment.
Meaning in marriage is discovered by
practicing self-sacrifice. …How does
this play out in daily life?
• It means biting my tongue when I’d
rather defend myself against
something she [he] said.
• It means getting up in the middle of
the night when a child cries rather
than pretending I don’t hear
anything.
• This also means putting down my
reading material [or other interests]
and really listening when she [he]
wants to talk.
• It means taking over some chores
when she’s [he’s] got a hectic day.
• It means cleaning the kitchen [or
another chore] Sunday evening
rather than leaving the mess for her
[or him] to face on Monday morning.
• And it means that when I’m
accidentally exposed to porn while
channel surfing in a hotel room far
from home, I shut off the television. I
do this so I won’t allow any impure
thoughts to invade my marriage.” [Or
it means turning away from Facebook
or another temptation when it takes
me to a place where I shouldn’t go. If
it can threaten the health of the
marriage partnership, it’s important
to flee from it.]
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Additional Points in Being an Intentional Marriage
Partner
“Remember what love does. Love gently wipes vomit from a loved
one’s face. Love trusts God always. It looks for goodness over and
over in a person you don’t recognize, remembering the person you
love. Love educates itself about what your loved one is going
through.” (Melody Harrison Hanson) “By this all people will know
that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.” (John
13:35)
Ellyn Sanna brings out this point further:
“Marriage is an occasion to practice the gospel day in and day out.
…But if we want our marriages to grow and flourish, we will follow
the pattern for love that Christ lived. We will look for opportunities
to lay down our lives. We will put our love into practice. In the
context of our daily lives, this seldom means we literally give up our
lives for the men [and women] we love. More likely, it means we
pick up their dry cleaning. Or we take out the trash for them when
they’re running late.”

How to Be an Intentional Marriage Partner
Here are a few other challenging ways to address this issue:
“Being intentional means to:
1. Study your spouse and take interest in what they find interesting.
2. Pursue your spouse on ordinary days.
3. Flirt with your spouse.
4. Make time to communicate about what is difficult and stressful
in your life right now.
5. Purpose to connect every day if it’s only for 15-30 minutes.
6. Be your spouse’s biggest fan and best encourager so they aren’t
looking for it elsewhere.
7. Keep a short list of offenses. Confession lifts burdens in a way
nothing else can.
8. Help your spouse identify the reason they are bored. [And then
find ways to help him or her get “un-bored” and enjoy being your
partner, spouse, and friend.]
9. Make it a point to have time away without the kids together at
least once a year.
10. Make friends with other couples who encourage your marriage
to grow by the example they provide.
This is just a small start in how to be intentional in marriage. But
the effects will be huge as you put them into practice. (Debi Walter
from Theromanticvineyard.com article, A Closer Look at What
Bores You)

The New Year as an Intentional Marriage Partner
As you begin this new year, we encourage you to be or become an
intentional marriage partner. Do your part. Also, look to God to
help your spouse do his or hers. Sometimes we will need to learn
new things to be a better marriage partner. Other times we need
to un-learn old habits that have caused problems. Whether you’re
in the “Wet Cement” years of your marriage—where you are
newlywed, or you’re the “oldie-wed” years (where it will be more
difficult to change hardened habits), today can be a new beginning.
Each day can be a new beginning.
What’s important is to proceed from this day forward, to be an
intentional marriage partner. Partner with your spouse; but
especially partner with God. He will guide you to be the best
marriage partner you can be.
AliveToGod.com | January 2019

https://christianpf.com/financial-scriptures/
I asked some of the smartest Christian financial experts that I know
two questions:
1.
2.

(From Financial Experts)

What Bible verse has impacted your finances the most?
And why?

I wanted to see what scriptures have had the biggest impact in their
lives and give them an opportunity to share the reason as well. My
prayer is that the assembling of these 29 financial scriptures is a
blessing to you!
What I noticed from the responses:

So much variety
When I came up with the idea for this article, I had the mistaken
assumption that there wouldn’t really be that much variety in the
answers. Even though the late Larry Burkett identified over 1,000
Bible verses about money, it seems like there are just a handful that
get tossed around most churches. I was pleasantly surprised to find
out how wrong I was with the answers given. There was almost no
overlap in the answers.

God speaks differently to each of us
Just like a father speaks differently (or should) to each of his children,
God does that with us. God can communicate 100 different things to
100 different people through onewarning
single verse in the Bible. I love that.

We all want to please Him
A common thread that I could sense in all the answers was a desire to
please the Father. As followers of Jesus who have a passion for
helping others with money, it seems we all have a desire to please
God with our money and to truly be good stewards of what we have
been entrusted with.
My answer (Bob Lotich)
“As long as the earth endures, seedtime and harvest … will never
cease.” Genesis 8:22
It might not come as a surprise that this verse is my answer as it is the
name of this website. For me, I’ve always been fascinated by the
potential of even the smallest seed.
We seem to take it for granted, but let me remind you that a Sequoia
tree (the largest living thing on earth) grows to be hundreds of feet
tall and starts with a tiny little seed. And once sprouted, the amazing
simplicity of soil, water, and sun causing growth for decades,
centuries, or in the case of the Sequoia, millennia. Our role is merely
to take small & consistent actions to nurture the seed and watch God
cause the growth. Over my last 25+ years of serving the Lord, I have
noticed that this is the way He seems to initiate change in my life.
And when I look at the financial transformation that has happened in
my life, I see no better way to explain it than the principle of the seed.
Let’s see the other responses
8

Randy Alcorn
“To the Lord your God belong the heavens, even the highest heavens,
the earth and everything in it.” Deuteronomy 10:14
Scripture repeatedly emphasizes God’s ownership of everything: “To
the Lord your God belong the heavens, even the highest heavens, the
earth and everything in it” (Deuteronomy 10:14). When I grasp that
I’m a steward, not an owner, it totally changes my perspective.
Suddenly, I’m not asking, “How much of my money shall I, out of the
goodness of my heart, give away?”
warning
Rather, I’m asking, “Since all of ‘my’ money is really yours, Lord, how
do you want me to invest your money today, for others’ good and
your glory?”

Peter Anderson
“I am not saying this because I am in need, for I have learned to be
content whatever the circumstances. I know what it is to be in need,
and I know what it is to have plenty. I have learned the secret of being
content in any and every situation, whether well fed or hungry,
whether living in plenty or in want. I can do all this through him who
gives me strength.” Philippians 4:11-13
AliveToGod.com | January 2019

This verse had an impact on me because it speaks to the hope and
strength we find in Christ, no matter what our financial situation is.
It’s so important to be content in Christ first, and realize how in
some respects all other things are secondary. When you find Godly
contentment in Christ, whether you’re just starting out and have
nothing, in debt or if you’re wealthy, you can have hope and
strength knowing that He is in control and that he loves you, and
wants the best for you. Having God’s strength on your side can give
you that extra boost you need to move forward, to improve your
situation, and when you’re able – to help others.

Joshua Becker
“Those who want to get rich fall into temptation and a trap and
into many foolish and harmful desires that plunge people into ruin
and destruction.” I Timothy 6:9
We live in a world and culture where the desire to be rich is entirely
normalized. It is the desire of most people, whether inside the
church or out, and rarely questioned. The assumption for most is,
“Of course I would like to be rich.” But Paul gives a stern warning

Against the desire, arguing that those who desire riches fall into a
temptation and trap that leads to ruin. A trap is subtle, unseen, and
sneaks up on its prey—capturing its target before they even realize
it has done so. This verse has challenged me greatly to rethink,
almost daily, the dangerous role that money plays in my life and that
the desire for riches results in calamity.

Matt Bell
I’d have to pick the Parable of the Talents (Matthew 25:14-30). As a
new Christian in my 20s, that parable taught me the essence of
biblical money management — God is the owner and creator of
everything; I’m a steward or manager of what he has temporarily
and generously entrusted to my care. I am to manage money
according to his principles and for his purposes. Even now, many
years later, my wife and I try to keep that foundational worldview at
the core of everything we do with money. It was the springboard
that gave me a hunger to learn all that I could about what the Bible
says about money. And that, in turn, has shaped our priorities,
guiding how much we give, save, invest, and spend, motivating us to
avoid debt, reminding us that this is not our home so we should hold
the things of this world with open hands, reassuring us through
some tough times we’ve gone through, filling us with gratitude, and
so much more. Of course, there are many, many other verses that
have impacted my thinking and use of money. But I keep coming
back to the Parable of the Talents as the biblical teaching that
steered me down a very different path than the one I had been
traveling until I became a Christian.
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Chuck Bentley
“Yours, Lord, is the greatness and the power and the glory and the
majesty and the splendor, for everything in heaven and earth is
yours. Yours, Lord, is the kingdom; you are exalted as head over
all. Wealth and honor come from you; you are the ruler of all
things. In your hands are strength and power to exalt and give
strength to all.” 1 Chronicles 29:11-12
“So if you have not been trustworthy in handling worldly wealth,
who will trust you with true riches? And if you have not been
trustworthy with someone else’s property, who will give you
property of your own?” Luke 16:11-12

William Cowie
“If anyone builds on this foundation using gold, silver, costly
stones, wood, hay or straw, their work will be shown for what it is,
because the Day will bring it to light. It will be revealed with fire,
and the fire will test the quality of each person’s work. If what has
been built survives, the builder will receive a reward. If it is burned
up, the builder will suffer loss but yet will be saved—even though
only as one escaping through the flames.” 1 Corinthians 3:12-15
It showed me our salvation is a gift, but there’s more to our
spiritual lives than that. We can build on Christ’s foundation with
different materials. And at the end what we build will be tested.
With fire. Fire does two things:
it consumes the things built with wood, hay, and straw
it purifies things built with gold and silver
Later on in the passage, Paul famously says the wisdom of the
world is foolishness with God. It probably struck me harder than
most because I have invested more in education (= worldly
wisdom) than most. What we
build spans many segments of life
warning
but, since money is what I studied and practiced, it’s the area I
apply this scripture. It made me step back and question my
priorities. What do I spend my money on? Did it have a hold on me
or I on it? What is God’s view of money? How are my actions lining
up with that?

Tom Drake
“The rich rule over the poor, and the borrower is slave to the
lender. ” Proverbs 22:7
This verse sounds as current and relevant as what you’d hear
nowadays from Dave Ramsey or Suze Orman. It’s a simple way to
point out the situation you put yourself in when you’re burdened
by debt. To be debt-free is to be free of that servitude to the credit
issuer.

John from ESI Money
“Whoever is kind to the poor lends to the Lord, and he will reward
them for what they have done.” Proverbs 19:17
This verse has impacted our finances in two main ways: First, it’s
directed where much of our giving goes. We look for organizations
that serve the poor and give to them. Second, we have seen God’s
blessings on our finances as a result — He has certainly rewarded
us both financially and in many other areas of life.
Finally, while this part hasn’t impacted our finances, it is mindblowing that 1) we could ever “lend” to the Lord after all He has
done for us and 2) that he would reward us for simply giving what
He first gave us.
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It mean to
GotQuestions.org

The origin of anointing was from a
practice of shepherds. Lice and other
insects would often get into the wool of
sheep, and when they got near the
sheep's head, they could burrow into the
sheep's ears and kill the sheep. So,
ancient shepherds poured oil on the
sheep's head. This made the wool
slippery, making it impossible for insects
to get near the sheep's ears because the
insects would slide off. From this,
anointing became symbolic of blessing,
protection, and empowerment.

10
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The New Testament Greek words for “anoint” are chrio,
which means “to smear or rub with oil” and, by implication,
“to consecrate for office or religious service”; and aleipho,
which means “to anoint.” In Bible times, people were
anointed with oil to signify God’s blessing or call on that
person’s life (Exodus 29:7; Exodus 40:9; 2 Kings 9:6;
Ecclesiastes 9:8; James 5:14). A person was anointed for a
special purpose—to be a king, to be a prophet, to be a builder,
etc. There is nothing wrong with anointing a person with oil
today. We just have to make sure that the purpose of
anointing is in agreement with Scripture. Anointing should
not be viewed as a "magic potion." The oil itself does not have
any power. It is only God who can anoint a person for a
specific purpose. If we use oil, it is only a symbol of what God
is doing.
Another meaning for the word anointed is "chosen one." The
Bible says that Jesus Christ was anointed by God with the Holy
Spirit to spread the Good News and free those who have been
held captive by sin (Luke 4:18-19; Acts 10:38). After Christ left
the earth, He gave us the gift of the Holy Spirit (John 14:16).
Now all Christians are anointed, chosen for a specific purpose
in furthering God's Kingdom (1 John 2:20). "Now He who
establishes us with you in Christ and has anointed us is God,
who also has sealed us and given us the Spirit in our hearts as
a guarantee" (2 Corinthians 1:21-22).

11
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Whois God?
GotQuestions.org

Who is God? - The Fact

?

The fact of God’s existence is so conspicuous, both
through creation and through man’s conscience,
that the Bible calls the atheist a “fool” (Psalm 14:1).
Accordingly, the Bible never attempts to prove the
existence of God; rather, it assumes His existence
from the very beginning (Genesis 1:1). What the
Bible does is reveal the nature, character, and work
of God.

Who is God? - The Definition
Thinking correctly about God is of utmost
importance because a false idea about God is
idolatry. In Psalm 50:21, God reproves the wicked
man with this accusation: “You thought I was
altogether like you.” To start with, a good summary
definition of God is “the Supreme Being; the Creator
and Ruler of all that is; the Self-existent One who is
perfect in power, goodness, and wisdom.”

Who is God? - His Nature
We know certain things to be true of God for one
reason: in His mercy He has condescended to reveal
some of His qualities to us. God is spirit, by nature
intangible (John 4:24). God is One, but He exists as
three Persons—God the Father, God the Son, and
God the Holy Spirit (Matthew 3:16-17). God is
infinite (1 Timothy 1:17), incomparable (2 Samuel
7:22), and unchanging (Malachi 3:6). God exists
everywhere (Psalm 139:7-12), knows everything
(Psalm 147:5; Isaiah 40:28), and has all power and
authority (Ephesians 1; Revelation 19:6).

12
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Who is God? - His Character
Here are some of God’s characteristics as revealed
in the Bible: God is just (Acts 17:31), loving
(Ephesians 2:4-5), truthful (John 14:6), and holy (1
John 1:5). God shows compassion (2 Corinthians
1:3), mercy (Romans 9:15), and grace (Romans
5:17). God judges sin (Psalm 5:5) but also offers
forgiveness (Psalm 130:4).

Who is God? - His Work
We cannot understand God apart from His works,
because what God does flows from who He is.
Here is an abbreviated list of God’s works, past,
present, and future: God created the world
(Genesis 1:1; Isaiah 42:5); He actively sustains the
world (Colossians 1:17); He is executing His eternal
plan (Ephesians 1:11) which involves the
redemption of man from the curse of sin and
death (Galatians 3:13-14); He draws people to
Christ (John 6:44); He disciplines His children
(Hebrews 12:6); and He will judge the world
(Revelation 20:11-15).

Who is God? - A Relationship with Him
In the Person of the Son, God became incarnate
(John 1:14). The Son of God became the Son of
Man and is therefore the “bridge” between God
and man (John 14:6; 1 Timothy 2:5). It is only
through the Son that we can have forgiveness of
sins (Ephesians 1:7), reconciliation with God (John
15:15; Romans 5:10), and eternal salvation (2
Timothy 2:10). In Jesus Christ “all the fullness of
the Deity lives in bodily form” (Colossians 2:9). So,
to really know who God is, all we have to do is look
at Jesus.

13
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By: Andrew Roebert
Often times we become consumed with our own
problems. So many issues surround us that we
do not see that others also have needs. I
remember once reading a statement: ‘Be gentle
with everyone, for everyone is having a hard
time.’ Often times when we face difficulties or
challenges we think that we are the only one
experiencing this kind of problem. The truth is
that everyone is facing something. That is why
we need each other. You have something that
someone else needs. You could be the answer to
someone else’s difficulty or challenge. Today,
someone needs you!

YOU HAVE SOMETHING TO GIVE
We all have something to give. God has placed
within each one of us something unique and
special with which we can touch the lives of
others. No matter how much you may be going
through, you still have something to give. It is
not just the rich who have something to give. I
have discovered that sometimes those who
have little or nothing have a great capacity to
give of themselves to others. You may say: ‘But
you don’t know what I am going through.’ In my
experience many of the people who have
encouraged me the most were those who were
going through times of difficulty themselves.
Someone needs you, and you have that special
something that they need.

LOOK PAST YOUR PROBLEMS
Our own problems can cloud our vision so that
we cannot see the needs of others. We can
become consumed with our own concerns and
worries. Do you even know what the person
sitting next to you is going through? We need to
be sensitive and become aware of the situations
and challenges facing those around us. We need
to look past our own issues and see where we
can touch the lives of others. Someone needs
you and you may be the key to his or her answer!

14

MAKE YOURSELF AVAILABLE
If we are going to touch the lives of others we will have to
make ourselves available. We live in the comfort zone of our
own challenges. To step out in this world we need to make
ourselves available to others. Have you ever spoken to
someone and during the conversation found yourself
constantly turning the conversation back to yourself? We all
do this. The fact of the matter is that we all tend to be selfish.
You see, someone needs you today. How will we discover
who they if we do not make ourselves available? God wants
to use you to touch someone else’s life.

THE JOY OF GIVING
Acts 20:35 remember the words of the Lord Jesus, that He
said, ‘It is more blessed to give than to receive.’
There is a great blessing as we give. Sometimes we think we
should only give out of abundance. This is not the case. We
can also give out of lack. I have often heard people say: ‘I
have nothing to give. I have too many of my own problems.’
What happens is that we end up so focussed on our own
situations that we miss the opportunity to experience the joy
of giving of ourselves to others. I have discovered, that as I
become aware of what others are facing, my problems and
issues seem to pale in comparison. It is in that moment that
I can give of myself.

REACHING OUT
We need to develop a lifestyle of reaching out to others. I
have discovered that what people really need is not what we
think that they are expecting. There is one great thing
everyone is looking for and that is encouragement. The rich
need it, the poor need it and those who are battling need it.
We can reach out to others and be a source of
encouragement to them.
1 Corinthians 13:1-8 If I speak in the tongues of men and
of angels, but have not love, I am only a resounding gong
or a clanging cymbal. If I have the gift of prophecy and can
fathom all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have a
faith that can move mountains, but have not love, I am
nothing. If I give all I possess to the poor and surrender my
body to the flames, but have not love, I gain nothing. Love
never fails.
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CARRYING THE BURDENS OF OTHERS
Each of us walks around with our own unique
burdens and loads. In this regard we can help
each other.

JESUS IS OUR EXAMPLE
Jesus is the greatest example to us. He went out to reach the
people. Jesus knew He had come to die a cruel death at the
hands of guilty men. But in the midst of this He reached out
to help others.
Matthew 25:40 ‘Assuredly, I say to you, inasmuch as you
did it to one of the least of these My brethren, you did it to
Me.’
Jesus knew that people needed Him. So He put aside His own
concerns and reached out to others. He gave them of Himself.
Jesus encouraged and restored those who needed to be
encouraged and restored. We can be encouraged by the
example Jesus has given us.

TOUCHING THE LIVES OF OTHERS
We can touch the lives of others. Often times it is not the big
things that we do but the little. Sometimes those who are the
most difficult towards us are those who need us the most.
Luke 6:27-28 “Listen, all of you. Love your enemies. Do
good to those who hate you. Pray for the happiness of
those who curse you; implore God’s blessing on those who
hurt you.”
These where the words that Jesus spoke. There are people
who need you and you are the only person who can touch
their life in the exact way they need it. Today, someone needs
you. That thought, that encouragement, that phone call, that
letter or email, may make all the difference.
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Galatians 6:1-3 Dear brothers, if a Christian is
overcome by some sin, you who are godly
should gently and humbly help him back onto
the right path, remembering that next time it
might be one of you who is in the wrong. Share
each other’s troubles and problems, and so
obey our Lord’s command. If anyone thinks he
is too great to stoop to this, he is fooling
himself. He is really a nobody.
We need to help others who are carrying a
burden or a load. Another translation of this
same scripture says: ‘Carry each other’s
burdens.’ Someone needs you today to help
them carry and lighten the load and the burden
that they are living under. Can you think of
someone who would benefit from your touch
today?

BEING LED BY THE HOLY SPIRIT
To obey the Holy Spirit is the most important
aspect in this whole matter. If the Holy Spirit does
not compel us, we are doing mere charity. God is
interested in our obedience. God is not looking
for a social conscience. God knows that there are
people out there that only we can touch and He
wants us to respond in obedience and in that
moment touch their lives effectively. What have
you felt prompted to do as we have been going
through this topic? It is time to obey the Holy
Spirit. Right now someone needs you. Allow the
Holy Spirit to direct you and go and touch their
lives.
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ListenandSee
Something interesting happens when we listen. Listening is one of the fundamental
ways in which we learn. When it comes to the things of God it is much the same. We
need to learn to hear the Lord speaking deep within our hearts and respond. It is as
we listen and hear that we begin to see what God has or what God wants to do.
Listening is not only something we do with our ears but it is also something we do
with our hearts. As we listen, obey and follow what we feel God may be telling us to
do the doors of understanding can be opened and we can see with clarity.

By: Andrew Roebert

LISTEN AND SEE
We often go on holiday to the ocean. Many years ago on dark night we were parked
next to a lagoon that has gently lit with two floodlights. In response to the light on the
water the fish were jumping out of the water from time-to-time. It was not bright
enough to see the fish but you could hear them, if you sat still and listened. My 2-yearold daughter was with me and I was endeavouring to keep her quiet so that see could
hear the fish jumping. In a unique moment she sat still long enough and silently
enough to hear the sound of the fish jumping. In that moment she understood and
turning to her grandmother and said listen and see. Until that stage she had not
grasped what we wanted her to experience, but after she had listened she could see
what we were trying to tell her. It is much the same with our spiritual lives. We get so
busy and we are forever rushing around and keeping ourselves as active and busy as
possible. But if we will stop long enough we will hear and in the moment that we will
hear we will see what God wants us to see.
Proverbs 1:5 Let the wise listen and add to their learning.

SOULS THAT LIVE
I believe that God is offering us real living. God wants our souls to be alive. He wants
us to be alive on the inside.
Isaiah 55:3 Give ear and come to me; hear me, that your soul may live. (NIV)
Matthew 4:4 Jesus answered, “It is written: ‘Man does not live on bread alone, but
on every word that comes from the mouth of God.’
There are two things that should sustain us in life, the first is physical food and the
second is what we listen to and hear from God. When God speaks into our hearts and
lives it brings another dimension of life to our souls. It is a dimension that God meant
for us to experience and enjoy in our daily lives. As we listen and hear there is the
possibility of real living.

LISTEN AND OBEY
Listening to what we feel God may be saying for our lives is only the first part. As we
listen and hear we need to respond and follow or obey what God says. This is a direct
and deliberate action on our part.

Deuteronomy 28:13 If you will only listen and obey the commandments of the
Lord your God that I am giving you today, he will make you the head and not
the tail, and you shall always have the upper hand.
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Job 36:11 If they listen and obey him, then they will be blessed
with prosperity throughout their lives.
As we listen and obey I believe that God’s plan for us, our families
and our lives will become ever-increasingly clear. Listen and obey.
What have you been sensing that God has been telling you to do
lately? It may be a simple thing, but the issue is have you done it?

LISTENING MAKES A DIFFERENCE IN OUR LIVES
Have you ever met someone who just does not listen? It is amazing
to see how that those who will not listen have to go around and
around the same mountain bumping their heads every time. When
we begin to listen in the natural it makes a difference in our lives.
The same is true in the spiritual realm. As we begin to listen to
what God may be saying it changes our lives,
Proverbs 4:1 Young men, listen to me as you would to your
father. Listen, and grow wise, for I speak the truth—don’t turn
away.

EARS WIDE OPEN
This is what God is looking for. He wants us to develop a
relationship with Him were we are sensitive and ready to listen to
Him. The ears of our hearts need to be ready to hear from Him.
Isaiah 55:2-3 Listen and I’ll tell you where to get good food that
fattens up the soul! Come to me with your ears wide open.
Listen, for the life of your soul is at stake.
Proverbs 1:23 Come here and listen to me! I’ll pour out the
spirit of wisdom upon you and make you wise.
Isaiah 1:10 Listen to the Lord. Hear what he is telling you!
Being ready to hear is really an attitude of heart. It is a place we
need to get to where we make ourselves ready to listen to
whatever God may want to say in our lives.

LISTENING BRINGS SECURITY

Luke 8:14 The seed among the thorns represents
those who listen and believe God’s words but whose
faith afterwards is choked out by worry and riches
and the responsibilities and pleasures of life. And so
they are never able to help anyone else to believe the
Good News.
Isaiah 28:13 Listen and hear my voice; pay attention
and hear what I say.

GOD’S DESIRE
God wants us to listen to Him. He knows that it is in our
best interests and He has our best interests at heart.
Psalm 81:13 But oh, that my people would listen to
me!
Can you hear God’s cry in this verse? In a sense, God is
calling us back to a life where we will endeavor and
make it a priority to listen and expect God to speak in
our hearts.
Revelation 2:11 Let everyone who can hear listen to
what the Spirit is saying.
Perhaps you have become too busy lately, or perhaps
you have become too focused on the things of life and
in the process you are missing this divine possibility of
hearing from God. God, I believe, wants to speak to
each one of us!

LISTEN AND SEE
God gave the instruction that we should listen.
Luke 9:35 And a voice from the cloud said, “This is my
Son, my Chosen One; listen to him.”

As we listen to God and do whatever He tells us to do we can look
forward to a sense of security in our lives.

I want what God wants for me, how about you? Let us
not settle for anything less. As we listen we will begin to
learn and see.

Luke 6:47-48 But all those who come and listen and obey me are
like a man who builds a house on a strong foundation laid upon
the underlying rock. When the floodwaters rise and break
against the house, it stands firm, for it is strongly built.

Deuteronomy 31:12 listen and learn to fear the LORD
your God

Listening to God is like building on a strong foundation. Listening
to every other voice of influence, through whichever medium it
may come will leave us weak and wind-blown. But listening to God
will bring that security we are looking for. The challenges will come
and the floodwaters will still bring their threat, but we will not be
destroyed. If we build our lives on listening to God we can know
we are building well.

THE WORRIES OF THIS WORLD
There are many things that get in the way of us hearing and
obeying God. But none are so debilitating as the worries of this
world. We must not allow the worries and cares of this world to
dictate and limit us in any way.
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What is even more wonderful is that there is a promise
and a reward for those who will do this.
Proverbs 1:33 But all who listen to me shall live in
peace and safety, unafraid.
Prayer: God we want to put aside those things that
would distract or rob us of what you have for us and we
want to ‘tune in’ to you, ready to listen and obey what
you are saying. Holy Spirit would you come and help us
to be able to listen and see. Amen.
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Pressing In
By: Andrew Roebert

Through

Prayer has always interested me. Prayer is not a
specific ritual Prayer is not a formality. Prayer is
communion with God. It should be a living extension
to our relationship with God. The Holy Spirit is the
most important Person in prayer. Communicating
with God is vital if we are going to touch Him. That is
why it is important.

JESUS TAUGHT US HOW TO PRAY
The disciples had seen Jesus praying. They wanted to
be taught how to pray.
Luke 11:1 One day Jesus was praying in a certain
place. When he finished, one of his disciples said
to him, “Lord, teach us to pray”
This is a good request. Sometimes our concepts of
prayer is what generations and tradition have passed
to us. The disciples wanted to be taught by Jesus.
And they asked Him to do just that. And He did.

Prayer
PERSISTENCE IS IMPORTANT
There is an indication that we should keep on asking.
We should come and ask again and again and again.
Persistence is emphasised in the Bible. The faith
message has tended to say we must only ask once.
To them asking a second time is unbelief. By the Bible
tells us to ask repeatedly.
Luke 11:5-8 Suppose one of you has a friend, and
he goes to him at midnight and says, ‘Friend, lend
me three loaves of bread, 6 because a friend of
mine on a journey has come to me, and I have
nothing to set before him.’ 7 “Then the one inside
answers, ‘Don’t bother me. The door is already
locked, and my children are with me in bed. I can’t
get up and give you anything.’ 8 I tell you, though
he will not get up and give him the bread because
he is his friend, yet because of the man’s
persistence he will get up and give him as much as
he needs.

JESUS’ EXAMPLE OF PRAYER
This is the most famous prayer. You probably know it
by heart.
Luke 11:2 Our Father in heaven, Hallowed be Your
name. Your kingdom come. Your will be done on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us day by day our
daily bread. And forgive us our sins, for we also
forgive everyone who is indebted to us. And do
not lead us into temptation, but deliver us from
the evil one.”

JESUS PATTERN OF PRAYER
Remember we are praying to our Father. Our Father
in heaven…. He must always be highly respected.
Hallowed be Your name. His kingdom must be a
priority to us. Your kingdom come. We must always
do His will. Your will be done on earth as it is in
heaven. He is our source. Give us day by day our
daily bread. He is the one who forgives us. And
forgive us our sins. We need to forgive others. For
we also forgive everyone who is indebted to us. God
can keep us away from temptation. And do not lead
us into temptation. He can give us victory over the
evil one – Satan. Deliver us from the evil one.
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Through this story Jesus encouraged us to be
persistent. Keep bringing your requests to God.
Don’t stop.

ASK, SEEK and KNOCK PERSISTENTLY
Luke 11:9 So I say to you:
Ask and it will be given to
you; seek and you will find;
knock and the door will be
opened to you.
The words ASK, SEEK and KNOCK are in the present
tense. We must constantly be asking, seeking and
knocking. These words are a command to us. Those
who keep on asking, seeking and knocking will
receive. It will be given to you. You will find. The door
will be opened to you. These are the rewards. They
are all in the future tense. This indicates that
between the asking and receiving there will be a
period of time.
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THE FAITH PERIOD
Between the asking and receiving there will be a period of time. We can call this period the FAITH PERIOD. It is a vital
time. In this time we can blow it or press through to it. During this period we can either belief or we can doubt. We
need to resist all unbelief and hang in, in faith. So keep on asking, seeking and knocking.

EVERYONE RECEIVES
Luke 11:10 For everyone who asks receives; he who seeks finds; and to him who knocks,
the door will be opened.
Everyone receives. Have you ever noticed this? As we keep on asking and keep on seeking and keep on knocking, the
promise is that we will receive. God intends answering our prayer.

GOD WILL NEVER GIVE US SOMETHING BAD WHEN WE ASK FOR SOMETHING GOOD
God is a father. He loves us. We can trust Him.

Luke 11:11 Which of you fathers, if your son asks for a fish, will give him a snake instead? 12 Or if he asks for an
egg, will give him a scorpion? 13 If you then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children,
how much more will your Father in heaven give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!
God will never give us something bad when we ask for something good.

THE ROLE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT
The greatest gift He has given to help us is His Holy Spirit.
Romans 8:26 And in the same way—by our faith—the Holy Spirit helps us with our daily problems and in our
praying. For we don’t even know what we should pray for nor how to pray as we should, but the Holy Spirit prays
for us with such feeling that it cannot be expressed in words.
The Holy Spirit wants to help us with our praying. He is a gift from our heavenly Father. Holy Spirit come and help us
to pray.
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