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It is great to know that we can 
never be removed from the Lord. 
Right now, He is right here with us. 
Wherever you are, God is there 
with you. There is no place, 
situation, or circumstances where 
God is not present. God wants to be 
real to each one of us. This needs to 
become a living reality in our lives. 
 
 

Adam and Eve were living in the garden of Eden, 
enjoying the presence of God. Then they sinned and 
their immediate reaction was to try and hide from 
God. They frantically tried to do the impossible, they 
tried to hide from God and His presence. God's 
presence is everywhere, and we cannot run away 
from Him, or try to live as though He does not exist. 
Sin makes us want to escape God's presence, but 
even sin does not change the fact that God is there. 
 
 

ADAM TRIED THE 
IMPOSSIBLE 
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God wants us to seek Him and enjoy His presence in our daily lives. He 
wants us to reach out for Him and to find Him, because He is not far away. 

Acts 17:27 'God did this so that men would seek Him and perhaps reach 

out for Him and find Him, though He is not far from each one of us.' 

Acts 17:28 'For in Him we live and move and have our being.' 

Our Source of life is God Himself. God wants this to become an even 
greater reality in our lives. 
 

DAVID 
UNDERSTOOD 
THIS REALITY 

Psalm 139:7-12 Where can I 

go from Your Spirit? Where 

can I flee from Your 

presence? If I go up to the 

heavens, You are there; if I 

make my bed in the depths, 

You are there. If I rise on the 

wings of the dawn, if I settle 

on the far side of the sea, even 

there Your hand will guide 

me, Your right hand will hold 

me fast. If I say, ''Surely the 

darkness will hide me and the 

light become night around 

me,'' even the darkness will 

not be dark to You; the night 

will shine like the day, for 

darkness is as light to You. 

 

Great heights and great depths 
cannot separate us from God. 
Distance cannot separate us 
from God. Living in a foreign 
country cannot separate us 
from God. Darkness cannot 
separate us from God. God 
wants to be there for us. 
 

Psalm 139:13-16 'For You 

created my inmost being; 

You knit me together in my 

mother's womb. I praise You 

because I am fearfully and 

wonderfully made; Your 

works are wonderful, I know 

that full well. My frame was 

not hidden from You when I 

was made in the secret place. 

When I was woven together 

in the depths of the earth, 

Your eyes saw my unformed 

body. All the days ordained 

for me were written in Your 

Book before one of them 

came to be.' 

 

 

 

WE LIVE BECAUSE OF GOD 

GOD WILL NEVER LEAVE US 
This is a reassuring fact! 
 

Deuteronomy 31:6 'The LORD your God goes with you; He will never leave 

you nor forsake you.' 

 

Deuteronomy 31:8 'The LORD Himself goes before you and will be with 

you; He will never leave you nor forsake you. Do not be afraid; do not be 

discouraged.' 

 

John 14:15 'If you love Me, obey Me; and I will ask the Father and He will 

give you another Comforter, and He will never leave you.' 

 
 
This encourages me - a lot! This reassuring fact remains the truth for you and 
me. 
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We cannot be separated from God's love. Even when we are 
totally unaware of it - God is still there. His love is always reaching 
out to us. 

Romans 8:38-39 'For I am convinced that nothing can ever 

separate us from His love. Death can't, and life can't. The 

angels won't, and all the powers of hell itself cannot keep 

God's love away. Our fears for today, our worries about 

tomorrow, or where we are-high above the sky, or in the 

deepest ocean - nothing will ever be able to separate us from 

the love of God.' 

We need to develop a heart after God, seeking Him and drawing 
nearer to Him. 
 
 

Psalm 73:28 'But it is good for me to draw near to God.' 

 

James 4:8 'Draw near to God and He will draw near to you.' 

 
 
 
 

NOTHING CAN SEPARATE 
US FROM GOD AND HIS 

LOVE 

Don't become too busy to spend time 'drawing near' to 
God.Let's avoid the pitfalls of busyness and religious 
activity because the Lord wants us to enjoy His living 
presence in our lives. Go after God, seek Him more, pursue 
Him more passionately and love Him more dearly. 
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Have you ever heard someone say: 'My son/daughter is getting closer to me as they 
are getting older.' The truth is that the child has known the mother or the father all its 
life, but with time, and perhaps maturity, the relationship is developing. It is like this 
with us and our relationship with the Lord. We live with the knowledge that God is with 
us, BUT there is another dimension altogether, a closer and an even more real 
relationship. We are speaking here of the experience of His presence in our lives. It is 
getting to know God more intimately and with a deeper understanding and it is at this 
point that the barriers start disappearing. A closer relationship between ourselves and 
the Lord can be developed and pursued within our hearts. This is what God has in store 
for each one of us. This should be our goal and intention! 
 

Prayer:  
Lord, I desire to have a closer relationship with You. I recognise that You are with me 
and that I will not be separated from Your love for me. I choose to draw near to You 
with the confident expectation that You will draw near to me. May my relationship 
with You grow and develop to a new level. May I experience and enjoy more of Your 
wonderful presence in my daily life. Amen. 

NEARER TO GOD - THAT'S THE GOAL! 
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Are you going through a time of disaffection in your marriage? For clarity, here’s a definition that Dr Tim Clinton 
gives: 
 

“Disaffection refers to the negative transformation of marital love and commitment. It’s the 
process by which love grows cold and the desire to leave the marriage or hurt one’s spouse 

replaces their former love for each other.” 

Sometimes disaffection happens because of a traumatic event, or a break in trust. You keep your 
affections at bay, believing you need to protect yourself. (And sometimes you do.) But in most marriages 
disaffection and emotional disconnection hits you in other unexpected, unsuspected ways. (We’ll touch 
on this below.) Most often, however, it sneaks up on you. This can be termed as “creeping separateness.” 
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Experiencing  
Disaffection? 

 
Have you and your spouse been there? We have… 
many times. We’d be going along great—feeling all 
“lovey-dovey” towards each other. But then the next 
thing we knew, we’d feel emotionally distant—almost 
like we’re detached. It actually happened over a course 
of time. We just didn’t notice it. The disaffection and 
emotional distancing crept in because we got too 
caught up in everyday living. We forgot to be 
intentional in making sure we stayed emotionally 
connected. How we pray we will not neglect staying on 
the alert! We pray for you too. The devil wants to 
divide us and uses everyday events and busyness to 
accomplish this. We must not let it happen! 
 

Sometimes disaffection is short-lived. One or both 
spouses feel the distancing in their relationship and 
they do what it takes to make sure they are connected 
again. If that’s the case, it doesn’t take much effort to 
experience warmth in the relationship again. 
 

But other times disaffection happens for other more 
complicated reasons. That’s when it takes even more 
effort to reconnect. Whatever you do, don’t believe 
the lie of the enemy of our faith, that just because you 
don’t feel love and connection at this point in your 
marriage, it will always be this way. 

It doesn’t have to be. We’ve seen 
(and have experienced) some great 
turn arounds. Marrying our will to 
God’s is an important first step in 
making that happen.  

 

How Disaffection 
Starts 

 
We want to share a section of something that Dr Tim and 
Julie Clinton wrote a number of years ago for Moody 
Magazine. (Unfortunately, this magazine is no longer 
being published.) The article was titled, “How Disaffection 
Starts.” Sadly, their article is just as relevant today as it 
was when it was first featured. We’re also going to add a 
few things that we’ve learned on these same concepts. 
We pray you find them helpful as you read and glean 
through what is written. To begin with, Tim and Julie 
wrote something we should all note: 
 

“All marriages go through periods of disaffection, times 
when love feels distant, cold. What happens during these 
times will often set the course for the rest of the marriage. 
Unfortunately, disaffection often wins out and couples 
who get to the point of divorce never know God’s desire 
for their marriage. And many who stay in their marriages 
live unhappily behind closed doors.” 
 

But how does disaffection start? It actually begins with 
everyday life, with the pressures we all face daily. The first 
is: 
 9     AliveToGod.com | May  2022 

 



 

  

Stress 

 We’re pulled in every direction, busy 
and going nowhere fast, having to do 
more with less time. Before long, 
tempers flare, stomachs ache, and 
hearts break. Hurried decisions can 
become bad decisions. And bad 
decisions make people hurt. 
 
That’s when marriage becomes a 
perpetual uphill climb. And our hurt 
makes us irritable, discouraged, and 
very difficult to live with. Some have just 
flat-out been overwhelmed by life, 
wayward kids, financial pressures, loss, 
health problems, and demanding work 
schedules. Take an inventory. What 
stresses have been tearing at your 
relationship since you married? 
 
We’ve had to do this a number of times 
in our marriage. And we’re sure we will 
have to do it many more times in the 
future. That’s because married life is not 
stagnant. There are ups and downs, 
backs and forth’s, and crazy, upsetting 
changes that continually hit up against 
you. Unfortunately, that’s a “normal” 
part of living on this side of heaven. If we 
think otherwise, we’re going to be 
caught off guard when times get tough. 
 

Caught Off Guard? 
It’s important NOT to allow stress to sabotage our 
relationship. We encourage you to lean in and work it 
through together, rather than individually. And don’t allow 
busyness to steer you away from each other either. We 
agree with something that Debi Walter (from The Romantic 
Vineyard) wrote: 

“We can waste time on things that don’t matter and 
neglect those that do. [We can also say, ‘yes’ to too many 

good things, so that we have to say, ‘no’ to more 
important relationship matters.] This is why we shouldn’t 
be surprised if our marriage isn’t what we had hoped it 

would be years down the road. If you haven’t made time 
together a priority, your marriage will be affected. Sadly, 
some couples don’t realise this until the kids grow up and 

move on with their lives.” Debi Walter 

 

Don’t let this happen to you. Put each other into the 
position of being your highest human priority from this day 
forward. Ask God to show you what you can let go of, so 
you free up the time you need to make this happen. We’ve 
seen that God is very good about letting us know what 
activities we should drop. He may not tell us what we want 
to hear, but it ends up being the best solution if we do what 
He says. 
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Also: 
If you’re in a difficult season in your 

marriage and you start to think, ‘How can I 
take another ten or twenty or thirty years of 

this?’ you’re headed for trouble. You’re 
asking God to give you the grace for 

something that hasn’t happened. Instead, 
break it down to a single unit—a single day. 

Just focus on this: ‘Can I love my husband 
[or wife] for this day?’ Don’t think about ten 
years down the road, or even ten months! 

(Gary Thomas) 

That’s such great advice! 
 
Here’s another pressure Tim and Julie point 
to, that can cause disaffection: 
 

 Evil 

 

“Don’t underestimate the enemy and his tactics. 
When your marriage seems in peril, it’s easy to 

start focusing on the ways your spouse is letting 
you down or you are falling short. Remember 
that God has put the two of you on the same 

team, and it’s Satan that wants to pull you apart. 
…If it feels like your marriage is being devoured, 
recognise you’re under attack and run to God for 

help and deliverance.” Suzanne Gosselin 

Satan is the great confuser and the ultimate 
liar. He magnifies our weaknesses and fears 
and uses them as wedges that come between 
us. Peter described the evil one as a ‘roaring 
lion, seeking whom he may devour’ (1 Peter 
5:8). And he’s out to take as big a bite as he can 
out of your marriage. 
  

Here are a few important points to 
prayerfully consider as it pertains to 
evil invading your marriage:  

 

“Know that there is an adversary, and it’s not 
your mate. …Remember that you’re on the 

same team. If you look for evidence that your 
spouse is your enemy, you’ll find it. However, if 
you want to see your marriage as a team, then 

look for evidence that it could be and don’t 
minimise what you find.”  

Brett Sparks 

 “Fight FOR your marriage like it’s under 
attack from the powers of hell… because it 

is.” (Adivineencounter.com) 

 

However 
That doesn’t mean that every argument that 
rises up between us is caused by the enemy of 
our faith.  Many of them are just a matter of 
working out our differences so we can better 
walk together in love. 
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However, there are times when we can fall into 
the place of being influenced by demonic forces 
that cause division between us. It’s important to 
‘be on the alert’ to this fact so we are not tripped 
up and entertain the enemy. We are to 
continually work on our unity, even when we 
disagree with each other.  
 
Keep praying and working with God: 

“When the enemy can get us off our knees, he is 
helping us to cut off our only source of help and 

hope. When couples refuse to pray individually and 
together, the devil can get a foothold in their 

marriage. The times when prayer seems the most 
difficult are the very times we need prayer the 

most. When a couple is under spiritual attack, the 
enemy can make us feel too busy to pray. It all 

looks as if it’s too hopeless to pray, and too 
pointless to pray. So a weakening of a couple’s 
prayer life could be a sign of their being under 

spiritual attack.” (Pastor Jack Wellman) 

An Important 
Disaffection Point: 

 “I’ve seen a constant formula at work: the less I 
receive from God, the more I demand from my 

spouse. The more I receive from God, the more I 
give to my spouse. That’s why the best thing you 
can do for your marriage is to fill your soul with 
God. Define disappointment with your spouse as 
spiritual hunger, a call to worship. Marriage is a 

wonderful institution, but it’s limited. It can’t 
replace God. Don’t ask it to.” (Gary Thomas) 

And then, as far as pressures that cause 
disaffection, there are: 
 

FALSE EXPECTATIONS 
Here are a few of the most common: 

• Marriage will complete me. 

• Life will be easy now. 

• My spouse won’t hurt me. 

• Love will keep us together. 
 

However, marriage brings together two 
people who have many human frailties that 
are at first magnified. Then hopefully, in 
Christ, they are strengthened into godly 
traits. But it takes a lot of humility, grace, and 
constant work at understanding what’s 
reasonable for you and your spouse to expect 
from each other. 
 
Again, there is a lot we can say about this 
issue.  
 
However, below are two important points to 
consider. First: 
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“It’s good to have expectations—to set the bar 
high—to be a person who knows what he/she 

wants. But your expectations are based on your 
upbringing, your experiences, your personality, 
your likes/dislikes. If we put expectations on our 
spouses that are not based on who THEY are, our 

marriage will eventually implode. We have to 
make room for flexibility and grace.” (Lori Byerly) 

“Having unrealistic expectations about marriage will 
ultimately make you miserable. We can’t afford to think 

of marriage as the magic bullet that solves all our 
problems and keeps us blissfully happy for the rest of 

our lives. Instead, accept that you’re both humans with 
flaws. It takes both of you, flaws and all, to create that 
fulfilling, lifelong bond you’re longing for.” (Drs Les and 

Leslie Parrott) 

Plus, it’s important 
to note: 

Also, concerning disaffection, Tim and Julie Clinton 
point out that this can lead to it: 

SELFISHNESS 
In our marriage we don’t really want to hurt each other. 
But we do. We fail each other. We say hurtful words. 
Marriage was designed to be a team effort, one of loving 
and giving, of making a commitment to our mate. But 
selfishness, so rampant in our culture, creates an ‘island 
of me,’ when we should be sharing the ‘island of we.’ 
 
So to combat this, here are a few important points to 
consider: 

“Selfishness seeps into our marriage in a myriad of ways. I 
(Leslie) am the first to admit I can whine and complain to 
Les about his busy schedule without considering adjusting 

my own calendar for the sake of his. Or I might spend 
extravagantly on a luncheon with a friend. But later, I’ll 
snipe at Les for buying a gadget he ‘doesn’t need. ’ Let’s 

face it: in big and small ways we all squirrel away money, 
energy, and time to our own advantage. 

 

We don’t even realise that we are 
squandering countless acts of potential 
kindness and generosity that are sure to 
bring us to a deeper level of intimacy and 

connectedness with our partners. 

 

“When we rationalise our selfishness, we 
are missing the point of partnership. 

Selfishness is guaranteed to leave every 
married couple feeling more like 

roommates than soul mates. Worse than 
that, it also brings conflict. God will ‘pour 
out anger and wrath,’ the Scripture says, 
‘on those who live for themselves.‘” (Dr 
Leslie Parrott – “The One Year Love Talk 

Devotional for Couples”) 
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Selfishness can definitely be an affection killer in our 
marriage relationship. God warns us not to go there in our 
thoughts or our actions. The scripture that immediately 
comes to mind is found in Philippians 2:3-4. 
 
“Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit. 
Rather, in humility value others above yourselves, not 
looking to your own interests but each of you to the 
interests of the others.“ 
 
As you look at that scripture (and there are many others) 
it’s no wonder that selfishness leads to disaffection in 
marriage! When we are self-centered, it’s difficult to be 
“other” centered. And it’s impossible to be God-centered. 
 
Here’s something that Gary Thomas says about this 
matter: 

“The key question is: Will we approach marriage from a 
God-centered view or a man-centered view? In a man-

centered view, we will maintain our marriage as long as 
our earthly comforts, desires, and expectations are met. 

In a God-centered view, we preserve our marriage 
because it brings glory to God and points a sinful world 

to a reconciling Creator.” 

Selfishness  
and Disaffection Additional 

Disaffection 
Points 

Tim and Julie Clinton give a few more touch points 
in their article on the pressures that cause 
disaffection in marriage. But we want to stop with 
the list at this point. The main point is how to stop 
this creeping virus (or a fast train) that leads to 
disconnection in our marriage.  

 

Lastly, Dr Tim Clinton says (and we agree): 
 

“Since harmful patterns are predictable, couples can 
work to stop them and save their marriage. More than 
just keeping their marriage afloat, they can reverse the 

process and breathe new life into their relationship.” 

 
 

14     AliveToGod.com | May  2022 

 



  

Please know that God can breathe new life into us and into our marriages 
in amazing ways if we just allow Him to. We have; and we pray you will.  
Cindy and Steve Wright 
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King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon was given an unusual opportunity to learn about what happens to those who 
walk in pride in Daniel 4. It was a hard lesson to learn, but an important one. 
 
The king had a dream that troubled him, and only the prophet Daniel was able to provide the interpretation 
(Daniel 4:6–7). Nebuchadnezzar explained the dream: he had seen a great and glorious tree (Daniel 4:10–12). 
As he watched the tree, he saw someone come down from heaven and give an order that the tree be chopped 
down, but the stump was to remain (Daniel 4:14–15). Remarkably, the one who had come from heaven began 
to speak of the tree as if it were a person. From those words, the king understood that the person the tree 
signified would share with the animals the grass of the earth (Daniel 4:15) and his mind would be changed from 
that of a man to that of a beast for seven periods of time (Daniel 4:16). This sentence was pronounced so that 
all would know what happens to those who walk in pride (Daniel 4:37), that God is the Ruler of all, and that He 
bestows authority on whomever He wishes (Daniel 4:17). 
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As Daniel explains the meaning of the dream, he is alarmed, 
realising it is about Nebuchadnezzar (Daniel 4:19). The king 
certainly walked in pride (Daniel 4:37), and God planned to 
humble him. The tree that was cut down in the dream was 
Nebuchadnezzar (Daniel 4:20–22), who would lose his glory 
and become like a beast for “seven times” so he would learn 
that God is the one who gives authority (Daniel 4:23–25). Once 
Nebuchadnezzar humbled himself before God, his kingdom 
would be returned to him (Daniel 4:26–27). 
 
As the narrative of Daniel 4 continues, Nebuchadnezzar 
describes that all these things happened just as the dream 
predicted. A year later, Nebuchadnezzar was filled with pride 
as he commended himself for the greatness of the kingdom he 
had built (Daniel 4:29–30). While he was still speaking, 
Nebuchadnezzar lost his mind and became like a beast (Daniel 
4:30–33). After the prophesied time, Nebuchadnezzar’s 
reason returned to him, and he humbled himself before God, 
exclaiming that God is sovereign and does according to His 
own will (Daniel 4:34–35). Nebuchadnezzar’s kingdom was 
restored, and, this time, rather than view it with personal 
pride, he praised, exalted, and honoured God: 
 
“His dominion is an eternal dominion; 
his kingdom endures from generation to generation. 
All the peoples of the earth 
are regarded as nothing. 
He does as he pleases 
with the powers of heaven 
and the peoples of the earth. 
No one can hold back his hand 
or say to him: ‘What have you done?’” (Daniel 4:34–35). 
 
Nebuchadnezzar had learned what happens to those who 
walk in pride. 
 
God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble (see 
Psalm 138:6; Proverbs 3:34; Matthew 23:12; James 4:6; 1 
Peter 5:5). Jesus modeled the importance of humility—the 
willingness to treat others as worthy of more honour than 
oneself (Philippians 2:1–11). The quality of being humble 
before God (Micah 6:8) and treating others accordingly is 
demonstrated clearly in many ways in the Bible. Some of the 
lessons on humility show what happens to those who walk in 
pride (Daniel 4:37). 
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In the beginning of his letter to the Romans, 
Paul explains the universal need for 
righteousness (Romans 1—3). In this section, 
Paul writes of the “godlessness and 
wickedness of people, who suppress the truth 
by their wickedness” (Romans 1:18) and then 
makes a significant statement about such 
people in Romans 1:22: “Professing 
themselves to be wise, they became fools” 
(KJV). 
 
Previously, Paul explained that he values the 
opportunity to preach the gospel (the good 
news about Jesus the Christ, or Messiah), 
because that good news is God’s power to 
deliver people from their sin and restore them 
to a right relationship to God (Romans 1:16).  

While that good news includes specific details 
that hadn’t been known previously, the basic 
idea that God saves people by grace through 
faith was not new; that had been revealed in 
the Scriptures long before—righteousness has 
always been by faith (Romans 1:17). 
 
The problem is that people are unrighteous, 
separated from God, and in need of His 
righteousness. In His holiness, God has 
revealed His anger toward those who have 
suppressed His truth in their unrighteousness 
(Romans 1:18). God has made the truth about 
Himself evident to everyone (Romans 1:19). 
Through His creation He has shown everyone 
His invisible attributes, eternal power, and 
divine nature to the extent that everyone is 
without excuse (Romans 1:20). 
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Everyone is accountable for the evidence that God exists and what is revealed about Him in the natural 
world. Sadly, in unrighteousness, people have refused to honour Him as God and to be grateful for all He 
has done. In rejecting Him, people have turned to alternative explanations that are speculative (Romans 
1:21)—anything to explain away the Designer so as not to be accountable to Him. That willful blindness 
darkens the heart even further, and “professing themselves to be wise, they became fools.” 
 
Even as mankind increases in knowledge and struts his “wisdom,” he remains foolish about the things 
that really matter. There is no more basic foolishness than to deny the existence of God (Psalm 14:1), 
and there is no more basic wisdom than to fear God (Psalm 111:10). “Where is the wise person? . . . 
Where is the philosopher of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? For since in 
the wisdom of God the world through its wisdom did not know him, God was pleased through the 
foolishness of what was preached to save those who believe” (1 Corinthians 1:20–21). 
 
When we reject the Designer, we have to try to explain away His design that is so evident throughout His 
creation. In our proclaimed wisdom, because we refuse to be subject to the Designer, we contrive foolish 
explanations to dismiss the natural order and design. This is the significance of the statement in Romans 
1:22 that “professing themselves to be wise, they became fools.” Paul is challenging his readers not to 
make that mistake but to acknowledge God instead. 
 
All have sinned and fall short of God’s glory (Romans 3:23), and the penalty for that sin is death (Romans 
6:23). But God has revealed how we can be righteous and have a relationship with Him (Romans 3:21–
22): we can receive His grace through belief in Jesus Christ (Romans 3:24 and 3:28). Rather than 
“professing themselves to be wise” and therefore become “fools,” Paul wants his readers to actually be 
wise and put their trust in Jesus Christ. 
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