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THE POWER AND THE PRESENCE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT BECOMES A REALITY!
By Andrew Roebert
Pentecost is a special time for us as believers. It is a time when we remember that God has done and where it all started. It
is a time to remember how the power and the presence of the Holy Spirit radically changed the world. It is a time to
remember the birth and the founding of the church. It is a time to remind ourselves that the power and the presence of the
Holy Spirit is still available to us today. It is a time to be empowered and filled all over again. It is a time to step out in
boldness.
WHAT IS PENTECOST?
Pentecost is a time when Christian believers’ remember
and celebrate something unique that happened shortly
after the death and the resurrection of Jesus Christ. It
was about 50 days after Easter Sunday, or the
resurrection of Jesus Christ.

Pentecost means 50th (fiftieth) and is
celebrated about 50 days or 7 weeks after
Easter.
Having died and risen again, Jesus spent some time on
earth and was seen by many people. Then He ascended
to heaven and we remember that on Ascension Day. The
followers and disciples of Jesus ended up in an upper
room in Jerusalem, praying and fasting, and the Holy
Spirit came upon them. They were changed as a result
and went on to change the world.
SCRIPTURE READING: Acts 2:1-21
WHERE IT ALL STARTED
As with many of things that God does, it began with
words. It began with words of prophecy.
Joel 2:28-32 I will pour out my Spirit on all people. Your
sons and daughters will prophesy, your old men will
dream dreams, your young men will see visions. Even on
my servants, both men and women, I will pour out my
Spirit in those days. I will show wonders in the heavens
and on the earth, blood and fire and billows of smoke. The
sun will be turned to darkness and the moon to blood
before the coming of the great and dreadful day of the
LORD. And everyone who calls on the name of the LORD
will be saved.
Many years before the outpouring of the Holy Spirit, it
was foretold or prophesied. Just as God, in the beginning,
said, LET THERE BE LIGHT and there was light, so God said
there would be an outpouring of His Holy Spirit and it
happened at Pentecost. God always does what He says
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He will do. You can have confidence in this. He will do
what He said He will do, even in those things that you
trust Him for. God keeps His promises.
PENTECOST IS THE BIRTH OF THE CHURCH
It was on this day, all those years ago that the Christian
Church was born. Because of what happened, 3000
people were saved. This was just the beginning. Unique
things that happened. God, through His Holy Spirit came
upon His people.
A sound of wind was heard across the city. Tongues of
fire appeared. These tongues of fire settled on each
person. They were changed as a result. They went from
fear to boldness. They began speaking in other tongues.
People were drawn to this phenomenon.
Many
people were saved. The church, as we know it today, was
born.
BUT WHAT WAS IT THAT MADE ALL THIS DIFFERENCE?
It was the power and the presence of the Holy Spirit!
Acts 2:3-4 They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire
that separated and came to rest on each of them. All of
them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak
in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them.
Note a few things:
A. Tongues of Fire came and rested on EACH PERSON.
B. They were ALL filled with the Holy Spirit! The power
and anointing of the Spirit, which had rested only upon
selected Old Testament individuals called to a particular
service, now was available to all believers
C. They were changed!
They went from being fearful to becoming bold. They
went from being anxious to courageous. They went from
being intimidated to becoming intimidating. It appears as
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if they actually underwent a personality change. But
what made this possible?

GUIDED, INSPIRED AND EMPOWERED BY THE HOLY
SPIRIT

They had spent years with direct contact with Jesus,
following Him first hand over a long period of time. Why
change now? It was the POWER and the PRESENCE of the
HOLY SPIRIT! His power can change us. His presence can
change us! My question is; ‘Has your life been touched
and changed by the presence and the power of the Holy
Spirit?’

I believe that for each one us, there needs to come a
stepping forward into more of what God intended for us.
I believe that God desires that we would live guided,
inspired and empowered by His Holy Spirit. Today is the
perfect opportunity to ask God to fill you again. To ask
Him to empower you all over again with the
empowerment that comes from the Holy Spirit. I believe
that it is also a call to deeper intimacy with God. Let
Pentecost cause faith and hope to rise in your heart
afresh. And may we be stirred with the knowledge and
an awareness of a purpose much greater than ourselves.
Ask Him to do for you what He did for those at Pentecost!

THROUGH THE POWER OF THE HOLY SPIRIT, ORDINARY
PEOPLE
ARE
ENABLED
TO
ACCOMPLISH
EXTRAORDINARY DEEDS
You and I are destined, as sons and daughters of God, to
know the power and the presence of the Holy Spirit in our
lives. The Holy Spirit makes all the difference. With the
Holy Spirit, ordinary people are enabled to accomplish
extraordinary deeds. For each one of us as believers it
means a glorious new life in the Spirit is an on-going
possibility in our lives.

I found the following illustration by Rev. Richard Fairchild:
The story is told of a man called Yates who, during the
depression, owned a sheep ranch in Texas. He did not
have enough money to continue paying on the mortgage
- in fact he was forced like many others to live on
government subsidies. Each day as he tended his sheep
he worried about how he was going to pay his bills.
Sometime later a seismographic crew arrived on his land
and said that their might be oil on his land and could they
test drill. After a lease was signed they went ahead.
At 1115 feet a huge oil reserve was struck - subsequent
wells revealed even more oil than the first well revealed.
Mr Yates owned it all. He had the oil and mineral rights.
He had been living on relief - yet he was a millionaire.
Think of it - he owned all that oil with its tremendous
potential, yet for many years he did not realize it.
How often are we like Mr. Yate's? Considering
ourselves poor and helpless all the while
unaware of the extraordinary power that we
have available to us - that which is lying just
below the surface in our
minds and our hearts.
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How is the Holy Spirit
like a fire?

GotQuestions.org

The Bible describes God as “a consuming fire” (Hebrews 12:29),
so it is not surprising that fire often appears as a symbol of God’s
presence. Examples include the burning bush (Exodus 3:2), the
Shekinah glory (Exodus 14:19; Numbers 9:15-16), and Ezekiel’s
vision (Ezekiel 1:4). Fire has many times been an instrument of
God’s judgment (Numbers 11:1, 3; 2 Kings 1:10, 12) and a sign of
His power (Judges 13:20; 1 Kings 18:38).
For obvious reasons, fire was important for the Old Testament
sacrifices. The fire on the altar of burnt offering was a divine gift,
having been lit originally by God Himself (Leviticus 9:24). God charged
the priests with keeping His fire lit (Leviticus 6:13) and made it clear
that fire from any other source was unacceptable (Leviticus 10:1-2).
In the New Testament, the altar can serve as a picture of our commitment
to the Lord. As believers in Jesus Christ, we are called upon to offer our
bodies as “living sacrifices” (Romans 12:1), engulfed by the divine gift: the
inextinguishable fire of the Holy Spirit. At the very beginning of the New
Testament, the Holy Spirit is associated with fire. John the Baptist predicts
that Jesus will be the One to “baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire”
(Matthew 3:11). When the Holy Spirit began His ministry of indwelling the
early church, He chose to appear as “tongues of fire” resting on each of the
believers. At that moment, “all of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and
began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them” (Acts 2:3-4).
Fire is a wonderful picture of the work of the Holy Spirit. The Spirit is like a
fire in at least three ways: He brings God’s presence, God’s passion, and
God’s purity. The Holy Spirit is the presence of God as He indwells the heart
of the believer (Romans 8:9). In the Old Testament, God showed His
presence to the Israelites by overspreading the tabernacle with fire
(Numbers 9:14-15). This fiery presence provided light and guidance
(Numbers 9:17-23). In the New Testament, God guides and comforts His
children with the Holy Spirit dwelling in our bodies—the “tabernacle” and
the “temple of the living God” (2 Corinthians 5:1; 6:16).
The Holy Spirit creates the passion of God in our hearts. After the two
traveling disciples talk with the resurrected Jesus, they describe their hearts
as “burning within us” (Luke 24:32). After the apostles receive the Spirit at
Pentecost, they have a passion that lasts a lifetime and impels them to speak
the word of God boldly (Acts 4:31).
The Holy Spirit produces the purity of God in our lives. God’s purpose is to
purify us (Titus 2:14), and the Spirit is the agent of our sanctification (1
Corinthians 6:11; 2 Thessalonians 2:13; 1 Peter 1:2). As the silversmith uses
fire to purge the dross from the precious metal, so God uses the Spirit to
remove our sin from us (Psalm 66:10; Proverbs 17:3). His fire cleanses and
refines.
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9 Of The Best
Money Habits
Of The Wealthy
SeedTime.com

While it’s tempting to believe that wealth is about being lucky, the reality is that it’s mostly about using God-given wisdom
and developing the smart money habits. If you can do that, and avoid too many foolish mistakes with your money, there’s
a very good chance that you will have more money than you need. And that is a good place to be in.
Because, while I strongly believe in sacrificial giving (giving when it hurts), there is no denying that when you only have 2
nickels to rub together, you can only give 2 nickels – at most. But if you have a lot more, you can give a lot more. That is
what I am aiming for. So here are 9 money habits for you to start implementing today:

1. Live Beneath Your Means
This is the most fundamental habit of the wealthy. That’s
because no other wealth building strategy is likely to
work if you don’t get this one under control. Quite simply,
living beneath your means will provide the capital that
you will need to do everything else that will be necessary
in order to become wealthy.
This means that whatever you earn, you will live on
something less. You can set up a percentage, such as 70%
or 80% of your income, that you will live on. The rest will
be used to fund your efforts to build wealth.
This will mean living in a less expensive home than you
can afford, driving an older car, preparing meals at home,
and learning to enjoy inexpensive pleasures.

8

2. Pay God First
“But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where
moths and vermin do not destroy, and where thieves do
not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there
your heart will be also.” – Matthew 6:20-21
Not nearly all wealth exists on earth. You should want to
allocate some of that wealth to your Eternal future.
There’s an earthbound benefits to this as well – when you
give money, you are demonstrating your ability to live
without it. That’s an important part of learning to live
beneath your means, and avoiding the human tendency
to allow money to rule your life. Think of it as a process
of letting go, so that you can concentrate on more
important things.
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3. Pay Yourself Second
Just as with the case of giving to God, when you “pay
yourself” – which is allocating a percentage of your
income to savings – you prevent yourself from spending
it. That will help you to develop discipline to both live
beneath your means, and to accumulate money.
Just as important, it’s a form of automating the capital
accumulation process. When you immediately put money
into savings, you develop a fast, efficient way of building
capital. Basically, it takes the money out of your hands,
and puts it where it will do more good.

4. Become Self-Funding
Or put another way, you should avoid debt. Any debt you
avoid now will mean more cash flow in the future. That’s
because debt payments reduce cash flow, and make it
more difficult to accumulate savings.
This is another aspect of living beneath your means.
You’ve heard it before, and you need to incorporate the
concept into your own life – if you have to borrow to pay
for something, you can’t afford it. And if you can’t afford
it, you don’t need to have it.
Debt creates future obligations that you don’t need if you
want to become wealthy. It also creates the kind of
debilitating stress that keeps you from reaching your
goals.

5. Invest, But Don’t Speculate
This means investing your money in assets that have a
proven track record. That can take the form of investing
your money in high dividend paying stocks or in index
funds, rather than in individual stocks.
While it’s sometimes true that speculative investments
can make you rich, it’s far more likely that they will crash
and reduce your wealth. And since we all have a limited
amount of time in this life, you don’t have time to be
losing money. Better to invest on a slow and steady
course, then to subject yourself to wild swings in
investment values.

6. Diversify Your Investments
There’s no such thing as a truly all-weather investment.
That’s why you need to have your money spread across
different asset classes.
People sometimes get carried away during bull markets
in stocks, and put all their money into the market. That
can produce miraculous returns on the way up, but it can
lead to painful crashes in wealth when the market
reverses.
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Spread your money across stocks, interest-bearing
investments, real estate, and even commodities. Each of
those markets will go through a bull phase at some point
in the future. But since you can’t know when that will be,
you need to be positioned in advance. Diversification will
make that happen.

7. Set Goals And Create Plans To
Reach Them
One of the reasons why so many people struggle is that
they set their minds on just getting by. Goals aren’t just
arbitrary – they represent the definition of your
endgame. In effect, they create a mission that defines
your future course. And they are absolutely necessary if
you want to have a future course.
Once you set goals, you have to develop workable plans
to reach them. A goal without a plan is just a wish. A plan
makes it real, by creating a series of steps that you have
to accomplish on the way to reaching the goal. Those
steps are your action plan, and they should define what
you do each day on the way to your goals.

8. Control Your Habits And
Hobbies
We’re all creatures of habit, and that’s both a blessing
and a curse. You’ll want to do your best to make sure that
your habits are full-on blessings. That means that you
have to develop habits that will move you in the direction
of your goals. Bad habits are any forms of behavior that
will either slow or reverse your direction. You’ll have to
sort out your habits, and make adjustments as necessary.
Hobbies are another area of major concern. Hobbies can
be good if they are recreational in nature, and enable you
to “recharge your battery”. Exercise and reading are two
good examples. But others can be destructive. Hobbies
that are enabling you to improve your game need to be
emphasized, while those that drain your time, energy,
and money, need to go.

9. Never Give Up!
Wealth-building is not necessarily a straight line forward.
Along the way, you will experience failures and
disappointments. You need to be prepared for those
outcomes. But even more important, you need to be
ready to move beyond them.
Many people start out with solid goals, plans and
intentions, but they get distracted and discouraged by
troubles along the way. Never allow those troubles to
take you completely off your game.
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This article first appeared here:
http://www.amandaconquers.com/blog//2013/07/walk-slowly.html.

If you've ever felt not enough and overwhelmed by
motherhood, you are not alone. Amanda shares the
good news of God's grace to mothers in the thick
of child-raising: AmandaConquers.com

Walk Slowly, Mama
By Amanda Conquers
There is an old Indian proverb: Children tie the feet of
their mother. And if you are a mom, you might know this
to be true.
The slowing down starts with your swollen belly, duckwaddle walk, sleep deprivation from trips to the
bathroom in the middle of the night every hour and a half
like clockwork and things like heartburn, shortness of
breath, and calves that seem to have swallowed ankles
whole.
It continues with a labour and delivery that rarely goes as
planned. And no matter how that baby comes into this
world, it leaves a warrior’s mark on your body. You will be
a woman who hunkered down, who pushed through,
who thought she couldn’t, who with much pain and
sacrifice (and maybe even collar-grasping and screaming
into your husband’s ear) brought life into this world. And
when they lay that fresh-skinned baby on your chest for
the first time, you will never be the same.
Mom. Warrior. Sacrifice-Maker. Nourisher. Boo-boo
kisser. Taxi-car driver. Expert snuggler. Storybook
reader. Silly-song singer.
That baby will wrap himself around your heart and your
legs, and you will never be the same.
Children tie the feet of their mother.
You will answer baby cries at all hours of the night. You
will read up on how to get a baby to sleep through the
night, and just about the time you think you’ve got it
figured out, they will have a growth spurt or drop a nap,
and everything you thought you knew will go out the
window.
Your arms will develop car seat muscles. Your perfume
will be baby spit-up, and your shoulders will seem to
always be covered in a mix of mucus and drool.
Your life will revolve around things like feeding, nappy
changes, and napping. You may have a moment where
you cry because all you want in life is a shower.
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No matter how much you have desired to be a mom, it
will grate against your independence and your pride. You
will at some point feel like a failure. You will at some point
long to have something in your life that you feel like you
are good at or an expert on.
Children tie the feet of their mother.
That child will grow older and faster. You will find yourself
saying things you never thought would pass your lips in
your lifetime: things like, “We don’t strip down naked at
the park,” “Please, don’t wipe your boogers on your
sister,” or “Ew! Don’t lick the dog back.”
You will delight in their distinct personality and cringe at
their defiance. You may also want to hide behind the
Coca-Cola display when your child goes all flailing arms
and legs and screaming on the floor of the grocery store.
When you watch your toddler rip the plastic shovel from
his playmate’s hands and yell, “Mine!,” you will know
beyond a shadow of a doubt, we didn’t learn our sin
nature; we were born with it.
You will discipline and mold and shape. You will wonder
if you are doing it all wrong.
Your days will move slowly–either at work counting the
hours till you can get home to your babies or at home
counting the hours till your husband comes home to help
you. You will pick up toys only to pick them up again a few
hours later. You will know how painful it is to step on a
Lego or a miniature stegosaurus. You may have days
where you feel like all you do is clean up messes.
Children tie the feet of their mother.
And then there are those moments when you are making
your way towards the McDonald’s drive-thru because
your day just seems to need an easy button. In that
feeling of guilt for not making the pb&j on whole wheat
bread, the apple slices and the carrot sticks, your 4 year
old glances up at the big blue sky as though he’s seeing it
for the first time and asks, “Is that where Jesus lives,
Mommy?”
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If you don’t live slow enough, tied-up enough in the
wonder of those small years you could almost miss it.

Holiness. Yes. In that moment.
And you tell your little one how Jesus lives in your heart
when you ask Him to. And maybe, without missing a beat,
your baby will stop and pray, “Jesus. I want you to live in
my heart.” And just like that, in the midst of your
mundane, God invades that moment, and it is Holy.

I know a man in the Bible who walked with a limp.
Jacob—whose name meant one who fights for his own
way—wrestled God one night. God touched his thigh and
changed his name. With a limp, Jacob became Israel—
God Prevails. Because the only way to live like God
prevails is to lean on Him.
Children might tie your feet. You may have to make more
sacrifices of your time and your dreams and your way
than you thought possible. You may feel inadequate, notgood-enough, like you yell too much and you don’t keep
the house clean enough.
You might feel like you limp as a mother.

But that is the place
God prevails.
Lean, Momma. Lean on Him at the hospital
when confusion clamours, and it’s not
going how you envisioned. Lean on Him
when that baby is up all hours of the night.
Lean on Him when your toddler has had an
accident on the floor for the fifth time in
one day. Lean on Him when your little one
is screaming because he’s shoved a Tic-Tac
up his nose. Lean on Him when you
discover things like rashes or ticks or high
fevers. Lean.

You might feel tied up, but you are
wrapped up in the abundance of God’s
Grace.
And that place of spills and kisses?
It’s Holy ground.
If I could say one thing to the
young momma behind me: Your
feet are tied up for a reason.
Walk slowly.
The years are precious and
fleeting and littered with the
gifts of His grace. Let those
babies tie you up with their
chubby arms around your
neck. Know that your kids
don’t need you to be perfect,
and they don’t actually need
Pinterest-inspired anything.
And, Momma, it’s okay if you
limp.

Because if you are leaning
on Jesus, your kids don’t
see your limp; they see
Jesus walking with you.
1111
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Give Him your fears
By Andrew Roebert

Many people are plagued with fear, worry, concern and
doubt. Yet over and over we see in the Bible how that we
should not worry and fear. But it is innate to human
beings. I believe that God wants to help us today.

OUR FEARS ABOUT TOMORROW

Recently I have been fearful and worried about a certain
practical aspect of my life. I must admit that I found it
difficult to release it to God. The moment that I thought I
had released it I would begin to think of the problem from
another angle. But as I managed to give it to Him, I was
able to experience a release.

I remember my own mother telling me that she had two
fears regarding my life. The first was that there would be
no money to pay for my university training and second
that there would be no money to give me a decent 21st
birthday party. Both these fears never realised.

What fears and burdens are you carrying today? Could
you find the courage in your heart to give them to God?

I have discovered that the fear of the future and the
'unknownness' of the future, is something many people
really battle with.

OUR FEARS FOR TODAY
Human fears are many. Each individual has his/her own
battle. We have fears regarding almost every conceivable
aspect of life.
It is highly likely that when you got up this morning you
had some concern regarding this day on your mind. We
do have fears about today. Are you facing any fears for
today? It may be that you are fearful about where the
next meal will come from, or that you are fearful that you
may lose your job or your business or your health.

God wants to take care of our fears for today.

12

We have many fears regarding the future. Fears regarding
a time frame that we know nothing about as yet.

Romans 8:38-39 For I am convinced that nothing can ever
separate us from His love. Death can't, and life can't. The
angels won't, and all the powers of hell itself cannot keep
God's love away. Our fears for today, our worries about
tomorrow, or where we are - high above the sky, or in the
deepest ocean - nothing will ever be able to separate us
from the love of God demonstrated by our Lord Jesus
Christ when He died for us.

FEARS WITHIN
Often times we are facing hidden fears. These are fears
within our hearts that others do not know and do not
even realise we are battling with. A parent may have
fears concerning their children, and the children have no
knowledge of this fear.
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An employer may have fears concerning the state of his business and his staff
may have no knowledge of it.
Often times we find ourselves walking around with fears within us. I am glad
to tell even some of the great men in the Bile experienced this.
2 Corinthians 7:5 For when we came into Macedonia, this body of ours had no
rest, but we were harassed at every turn - conflicts on the outside, fears within.
God wants to help us with these fears on the inside as well.

THE MANY FEARS
We all face different fears. I know a dear older couple who said: 'It takes
courage to get old.' At the different stages of life there are different fears we
have to deal with.
Whatever fear you may be facing, let me reassure you and tell you that God
wants to take care of those aspects as well.
Psalm 91:5-6 Now you don't need to be afraid of the dark anymore, nor fear
the dangers of the day; nor dread the plagues of darkness, nor disasters in the
morning.
Here is the reassuring fact from God: 'You don't need to be afraid.'
1 Peter 5:7 'Let Him have all your worries and cares, for He is always thinking
about you and watching everything that concerns you.'

THE FEAR OF DEATH
Many people battle with this fear. They fear death and the process of death.
I believe this is primarily because of the fact that death is so final and so
unknown. But God came to deliver us and free us from this very real fear.
Psalm 23:4 Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I
will fear no evil, for You are with me.

GOD IS WITH US
If God is with us we do not need to fear.
Psalm 23:4 I will fear no evil, for You are with me.
1 John 4:18 There is no fear in love. But perfect love drives out fear.
God's love within us has the power to remove and drive out our fears. Fear is
such a stronghold in our lives that it needs to be driven out. We must deal
with fear ruthlessly. Don't give in to fear and give it a foothold in your life.
Romans 8:31 What can we ever say to such wonderful things as these? If God
is on our side, who can ever be against us?

DO NOT FEAR
Listen to what we hear over and over again, in the Bible. Something that God
said repeatedly. DO NOT FEAR!
Joshua 8:1 Then the Lord said to Joshua, "Don't be afraid or discouraged."
Judges 6:23 "It's all right," the Lord replied. "Don't be afraid! You shall not die."

13
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Isaiah 41:13 I am holding you by your right hand - I, the Lord your God - and I say to you, Don't be afraid; I am here to help
you.
Isaiah 8:13 Don't fear anything except the Lord of the armies of heaven! If you fear Him, you need fear nothing else.

FEARING GOD
God is the only one we should fear. Fear, with its debilitating influence should not be given the first place in our lives. Often
times it is our fears that get the greatest amount of attention from our hearts and minds. If we can know God and His
presence in our lives we can have the balance restored and fear Him and not fear all the earthly aspects of life.
Matthew 10:28 Don't be afraid of those who can kill only your bodies - but can't touch your souls! Fear only God who can
destroy both soul and body in hell.
Proverbs 14:26 He who fears the Lord has a secure fortress, and for his children it will be a refuge.

THE ALTERNATIVE
What is the alternative? How shall we live? I believe I have an answer. It may not be that easy, but it is the answer. We will
need to trust God.
Luke 8:50 But when Jesus heard what had happened, He said to the father, "Don't be afraid! Just trust me, and she'll be all
right."
Jesus gave us the alternative - 'Don't be afraid! Just trust me.' Begin to replace your fear with a trusting in God. This is the
alternative.

ASK GOD FOR HELP
When it comes to the fears we all battle with, we can ask God for His help. If you are battling today, why not consider doing
this. Go to God and call on Him to help you. I believe He will do just that and that He will step into our lives and help us.
Psalm 34:4 For I cried to Him and He answered me! He freed (delivered) me from all my fears.
The rewards are that we can know what it means to be delivered and freed from all our fears. That is the way I want to live.
If you need God to help you in this regard, ask Him!

There is no fear in love. But perfect love drives out fear
14
14

AliveToGod.com | May 2017
AliveToGod.com | May 2017

15

AliveToGod.com | May 2017

Stubbornly Married for Life
By Cindy and Steve Wright – MarriageMissions.com

When you think of the term stubbornly married what comes to mind? To us it means digging in and
not letting anything separate you. It’s a matter of remembering Jesus’ words when He said, “What
God has put together, let no man separate.” There are all kinds of things that can separate us in our
marriages. And that can include us. We can give up and allow our minds and actions to go in directions
where they shouldn’t. Here are a few of the ways we can separate from our spouse:

WE CAN ALLOW OTHER PEOPLE
TO CAUSE A DIVIDE BETWEEN US
This can be our relatives, friends, co-workers, and even
our children. We give more of our time, and priority to
them, giving our spouse the leftovers. This can include
Facebook time. It’s a time zapper. You know, we didn’t
make a vow to any of them on our wedding day.
God did not tell us to cleave to any of them. If we allow
others to cause an emotional and/or physical separation,
we are violating our promises to God and to our spouse.
It’s important to be stubbornly marriage and NOT allow
this separation.

WE CAN ALLOW OTHER THINGS
TO CAUSE A SEPARATION
BETWEEN US, AND OUR SPOUSE
This can include a long line of “things.” We’re talking
about cars, boats, houses, hobbies, and yes, media. There
is a growing number of divorces that are taking place
because of Facebook hookups. We allow “creeping
separateness” to take over the amount of time and
energy we give to our spouse. Other things and priorities
take over what we should save for our spouse.
Remember your vow?
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MANY TIMES OUR OWN
STUBBORNNESS OVERRIDES OUR
DETERMINATION TO GROW OUR
MARRIAGE
We allow ourselves to separate in commitment and in
“treating others as more important than ourselves.” It’s
very easy to get caught up in “right fighting.”
“A right-fighter is someone who struggles to win
arguments, even if they doubt their own view. A rightfighter is someone who gets overly emotional or angry
when people don’t agree with their opinions. Someone
who is a right-fighter insists on having the last word in an
argument or refuses to back down no matter what.”
(From the Familyresource.com article, “Are You a Right
Fighter?”)
We’re reminded of the scripture:
“A fool finds no pleasure in understanding but delights in
airing his own opinions.” (Proverbs 18:2)
“Do you see a man wise in his own eyes? There is more
hope for a fool than for him.” (Proverbs 26:12)
We see this in action when BEING right is more important
than DOING what’s right. Don’t allow your personal
stubbornness to override your partnership. And here’s a
difficult one:
AliveToGod.com | May 2017

WE ALLOW TRAGEDIES
TO SEPARATE US
It can be past abuses, or it can be the death or chronic
illness of a loved one that causes us to look away from
our spouse. We don’t understand his or her actions or
reactions, so we let toxic thinking creep in and push our
spouse away. It’s during those times that we ESPECIALLY
need to sink into the commitment of being stubbornly
married.

BE STUBBORNLY MARRIED
Ask God for wisdom to learn whatever you need to
overcome relationship obstacles that come before you.
Be stubborn in doing whatever it takes to be the spouse
God wants you to be. Stubbornly hold onto God and onto
each other. That’s what it is to be stubbornly married.
We pray for you as you hold onto your sacred marriage
commitment.

The enemy of our faith delights in taking advantage of
times of confusion and hurt. Don’t give up that foothold.
Turn TOWARDS each other and vow not to give in or give
up.
We can go on and on with the many ways a
separation can take hold in our marriage
relationships. But the point is to line your
stubbornness up with God’s. If it isn’t His way of
doing things, then it shouldn’t be yours. Don’t
allow your work, play, media or other choices, your
children, relatives, friends, etc. to separate you. Be
stubbornly married in finding ways to always come
together. Give each other priority as you promised
when you made your wedding vows.
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