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- Pastor John Roebert – 
 

 
10 MORE OF HIS PRESENCE 
 
 
16 10 LESSONS FROM THE BOOK - 

THE PRACTICE OF THE PRESENCE 
OF GOD 
 
 
  

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

  

DEGREES OF HIS PRESENCE 

- Andrew Roebert –  
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  I trust that God will use this message to stir a longing for 
His presence! We need to rekindle our longing for God's 
presence. I sense that Covid has caused many people to 
draw back from pursuing the presence of God. This could 
be due to survival mode? But those days are now over. 
And we are getting re-focussed on the Altogether-Lovely-
One. 
 
The psalmist said:  

Psalm 84:1-2 (NKJV) - 'How lovely is Your tabernacle, 

O LORD of hosts! My soul longs, yes, even faints for the 

courts of the LORD; my heart and my flesh cry out for 

the living God.' 

There are 6 points that I would like to share with you. 
 

a.  

Matthew 18:20 (NKJV) - Jesus said: 'For where 

two or three are gathered together in My Name, I 

AM THERE in the midst of them.' 

 
TPT - 'For wherever two or three come together 
in honour of My Name, I am right there with 
them!' 

b. This tells us that whenever God's people come 

together (even just a few), God makes Himself 
PRESENT in their midst. Isn't that so wonderful? 
This shows us that God is not a distant or 
impersonal God. No, He is a personal and 
relational God. He loves to present Himself among 
His people. When your small group gathers (10 or 
12 people) God is present. Even when no one 
shows up and it's only you & your spouse, God is 
present. When a church gathers (200 or 300 
people), God is present. The principle can be 
applied to all meetings where believers gather 
with JESUS as the focal point. 

c.  

Psalm 22:3 (NKJV) - 'But You are holy, who 

INHABIT the praises of Israel.' 

 
The Hebrew word translated 'inhabit' is ya?shab 
[yaw-shab]. It means to sit down; to dwell; or to 
settle. And that's exactly what God does in our 
praises. It's as though God is so blessed when we 
offer up sincere praise that He takes up residence 
(or dwells) in those praises. In her book 
'Extravagant Worship', Darlene Zschech writes: 
It's amazing to think that God, in all His fullness, 
inhabits and dwells in our praises of Him. ... Our 
praise is irresistible to God. As soon as He hears us 
call upon His Name, He is ready to answer us. That 
is the God we serve. Every time we begin to praise 
God, His presence comes in like a flood. Even 
though we live in His presence, His love is lavished 
on us in a miraculous way when we praise Him! 

a. In the word omnipresent, the prefix 'omni-' means 'all'. 

So, when we say that God is omnipresent, it means that 
He is present everywhere. He is present everywhere at the 
same time and at all times. He is omnipresent even if we 
are not conscious of His presence. He is still there. Just 
because we might not discern His presence, doesn't make 
Him any less present. 

b. Note this: No molecule or atomic particle is so small 

that God is not fully present to it, and no galaxy so vast 
that God does not circumscribe it.  

c.  

Psalm 33:13-14 (NKJV) - 'The LORD looks from heaven; 

He sees all the sons of men. From the place of His 

dwelling He looks on all the inhabitants of the earth.' 

So, if God 'sees' every person, it means that He is present 
to every person (and every situation). 

d. There is no place on the face of the earth where you 

can hide from God's omnipresence! 

Psalm 139:7-12 (NLT) - David said: 'I can never escape 

from Your Spirit! I can never get away from Your 

presence! If I go up to heaven, You are there; if I go 

down to the grave, You are there. If I ride the wings of 

the morning, if I dwell by the farthest oceans, even there 

Your hand will guide me, and Your strength will support 

me. I could ask the darkness to hide me and the light 

around me to become night- but even in darkness I 

cannot hide from You.' 

1. God's Omnipresence 

 

2. God's Corporate Presence 
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3. God's Indwelling Presence 
This is an amazing aspect of 
God's presence. 

a.  

Colossians 1:26-27 (NKJV) - 

'The mystery which has been 

hidden from ages and from 

generations, but now has been 

revealed to His saints. To them 

God willed to make known what 

are the riches of the glory of 

this mystery among the 

Gentiles: which is Christ in you, 

the hope of glory.' 
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What is the mystery? That Christ would actually live on the 
inside of us! God had it in mind all along! No one knew His 
amazing plan. It was hidden for centuries and for generations. 
But it has now been fully revealed. 

b. When does God enter in? Well, the moment you receive 

Jesus as Saviour is the moment He takes up residence within 
YOU. It is God's indwelling presence. Brother Lawrence worked 
in a monastery and he learned to practice the presence of God. 
He became so aware of God inside! We need to become aware 
of that same reality! 

c. There's another verse which confirms God's indwelling 

presence: 

1 Corinthians 3:16 (NKJV) - 'Do you not know that you are 

the temple of God and that the Spirit of God dwells in you?' 

 

What an awesome privilege to have God's presence living on 
the inside of us! By the way, because God is holy and He lives 
within us, we should see ourselves as holy and sacred unto the 
Lord. 

d. In our daily walk with God, we all go 

through times when we don't necessarily 'feel' 
God's presence. But then there are times 
when God reveals Himself to us in a special, 
manifest way. It could be a song God brings to 
mind, an unexpected encounter with a friend, 
a prompting to pray, an overwhelming feeling 
of peace, a sense of His closeness. God can 
manifest Himself in a variety of ways. But the 
point is that He makes Himself known! 

e. Should we seek after God's manifest 

presence? Absolutely! It's not that we focus on 
feelings or that we seek after signs. But our 
expectation is to engage and encounter the 
Living God! And He loves to manifest Himself 
to us. 

John 14:21 (NKJV) - Jesus said: 'He who has 

My commandments and keeps them, it is he 

who loves Me. And he who loves Me will be 

loved by My Father, and I will love him and 

MANIFEST Myself to him.' 

What a powerful truth! As we love & seek God, 
He will manifest Himself to us! 

f. You may ask: Why the need to experience 

God's manifest presence? Because, it 
encourages our faith! It shows us that God is 
real! And it demonstrates His power! 
Statement - The whole point of God's manifest 
presence is that our awareness of Him is 
awakened! 

4. God's Manifest Presence 

a. God's manifest presence is when His presence is made 

MANIFEST. In other words, His presence becomes evident 
and apparent to us. This is when we truly experience the 
Living God! Some use the phrase: 'God's presence was 
tangible' - it doesn't mean that you could physically touch it, 
but it means you could experience it in a very real way! 

b. There are many occasions, here in our worship times, 

when God MANIFESTS His presence. It moves beyond the 
'corporate presence' and becomes the 'manifest presence' of 
God. Those times are so exciting!! It's in those moments that 
we are touched by God in an unusual and special way. 

c. On the Day of Pentecost, the presence of the Holy Spirit 

was manifest in a powerful way! 

 

Acts 2:2-4 (NKJV) - 'And suddenly there came a sound from 

heaven, as of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled the whole 

house where they were sitting. Then there appeared to them 

divided tongues, as of fire, and one sat upon each of them. 

And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit.' [This was 

God's manifest presence] 

What was the result of God's presence being manifest? The 
disciples were completely transformed. And then they turned 
the world upside-down! 

5. God's Glory Presence 
a. This needs to be mentioned. 

b. God's glory presence is when God shows up in 

His grandeur, His splendour, and His magnificence! 
It usually brings everything to a standstill, because 
His glory is so overwhelming. People fall on their 
faces before the Lord. Repentance breaks out 
spontaneously and everything is laid bare. There is 
great wonder and awe and God is glorified!! 

c. This is what happened when Solomon dedicated 

the new temple: 

2 Chronicles 5:13-14 (ESV) - 'The house of the 

LORD, was filled with a cloud, so that the priests 

could not stand to minister because of the cloud, for 

the glory of the LORD filled the house of God.' 
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a. We can talk about the 

presence of God until we are 
'blue in the face'. But if we don't 
cultivate a hunger for God then 
we will never experience His 
glory. 

b. There is something new 

stirring in my heart about God's 
presence. 

6. Hunger After The Presence of God 

The Hebrew word translated 'glory' is 
ka?bo?d [kaw-bode]. It means: weighty 
splendour. [It's the weighty presence of 
God] We desire the weighty, glory-
presence of God! 
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In some of our services recently, I noticed how God's presence 
was more evident than in previous times. It got me thinking. It was 
then that I realised how Covid & Lockdown had caused many of 
us to draw back from pursuing God's presence. We fell into 
survival mode. But that was then, and this is now. And now is the 
time to seek God's presence in a DEEPER way! I declare: 'We will 
seek God's presence!!' 

c.  

Psalm 27:4 & 8 (AMPC) - David said: 'One thing have I asked 

of the Lord, that will I seek, inquire for, and [insistently] 

require: that I may dwell in the house of the Lord [in His 

presence] all the days of my life, to behold and gaze upon the 

beauty [the sweet attractiveness and the delightful loveliness] of 

the Lord and to meditate, consider, and inquire in His temple. 

...You have said, Seek My face [inquire for and require My 

presence as your vital need]. My heart says to You, Your face 

(Your presence), Lord, will I seek, inquire for, and require [of 

necessity and on the authority of Your Word].' 

Basically, David was saying: God's presence is the one thing I 
desire! There's nothing like His presence! It's my absolute 
necessity! What a top priority it was for David! May it be just the 
same for us! 
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I have often wondered what we need more of in our Christian lives. Perhaps 
some would say we need more holiness. Perhaps others would say we need 
more obedience. I have come to the conclusion that there is one thing that 
matters. It is an aspect that, if we have experienced in our lives, will affect all 
the other areas. I am talking about the presence of God. If God’s presence is a 
living reality in our lives, it will affect ever area of our lives and bring about 
change. We need more of the presence of God in our lives. 

IS THIS POSSIBLE? 
I believe that living a life that enjoys the constant companionship of the living 
God is a possibility. We can know and sense His presence in a tangible/ 
noticeable way. We read of people throughout history and the Bible who 
discovered this joy and pleasure. What is it that blocks and hinders us? What 
can we do to facilitate the possibility of experiencing and enjoying God’s 
presence on an ongoing basis? I believe that there are things we can do and 
the Bible also gives us some keys that can help us in this regard. We are going 
to look at these aspects and at the same time trust that God is going to use it 
to make His presence more real. Trust and expect from God in this regard. You 
just never know. 

THINGS THAT GET IN THE WAY 
There are many things that get in the way or make it difficult for us to be able 
to enjoy God’s presence as He planned that we should. Modern-day life has 
brought many changes to our lives. Many of these changes were meant to 
make things easier and faster, but it is interesting to note that despite these 
advances we seem busier and our lives seem more complicated and there 
seems to be even more demands than ever. This is something that gets in the 
way. Here are some other aspects that get in the way of us experiencing more 
of God’s presence: Our attitude, sin, our own ideas or agenda and fear. We 
need to deal with these aspects and press on to experience and enjoy God’s 
presence. 

GOD’S DESIRE 
God wants us to experience His presence. We see how people throughout the 
Bible enjoyed this wonderful privilege. Jesus died so that we could go into the 
presence of God and enjoy His presence. 

 

Hebrews 10:19-20 And so, dear brothers, now we may walk right into the 

very Holy of Holies, where God is, because of the blood of Jesus. This is the 

fresh, new, life-giving way that Christ has opened up for us by tearing the 

curtain—his human body—to let us into the holy presence of God. 
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Access to the presence of God is what we have available to us. 

Isaiah 30:18 The Lord still waits for you to come to him so he can show you his 

love; he will conquer you to bless you, just as he said. 

God’s desire is that we would experience His presence in our lives. 

OUR DESIRE 
I believe that deep within each of us is a desire for more of God. This is a good God-given 
desire and we need to nurture and develop this desire in our lives. The Psalmist did just this 
and the result is obvious. 

Psalm 42:1-2 As the deer pants for streams of water, so my soul pants for you, O God.  My 

soul thirsts for God, for the living God. When can I go and meet with God? 

If you have a desire to experience more of God and His presence, that is a good thing and it 
needs to become something that receives our attention and focus. 

Isaiah 26:9 My soul yearns for you in the night; in the morning my spirit longs for you.  

Let this be the way we live. 

HAVING DETERMINATION 

Sometimes, when it comes to this aspect of experiencing more of God’s presence in our lives, 
we back off. I remember a story of a man I know. He desired a relationship with God where 
he would experience God’s presence in a real a vital way. One day it happened. For several 
days he walked in this wonderful presence of God. But one day as he was walking down the 
street, enjoying God’s presence, he was drawn to a shop that contained books on an issue 
that he enjoyed. He went into the shop and began to look at these books and in that moment 
the presence of God lifted. When we put our own desires and passions ahead of our desire 
for more of God that is exactly what we get. We need to be more determined that we would 
not allow anything to get in the way or hinder us from enjoying God’s presence. 

 

Psalm 63:8 My soul follows hard after thee. 

GOD WANTS TO SATISFY OUR 
DESIRE FOR MORE 

Psalm 16:11 You have let me experience the joys of life and the exquisite pleasures of your 

own eternal presence.  

Psalm 21:6 You have given him the unquenchable joy of your presence.  

Psalm 27:4 The one thing I want from God, the thing I seek most of all, is the privilege of 

meditating in his Temple, living in his presence every day of my life, delighting in his 

incomparable perfections and glory. 
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Enjoying God’s presence is one of the greatest joys a human soul 
can experience. God wants this aspect of His love for us to 
become a reality in our day-to-day lives.  It is not just reserved 
for some special sacred moment, but is available to us each and 
every day. 

PRACTICAL TIPS 

If we want to create an environment in which we will experience 
more of God’s presence there are practical things we can do. 
 

1. Stay away from sin.  
2. Make time to pursue God. 
3. Stir up your desire for God.  
4. Fill you mind with the right things. Get some good books 

on the subject and listen to some good worship.  
5. Be determined and don’t back off.  
6. Spend time with others who also desire more of God’s 

presence.  
7. When the presence of God becomes more of a reality, 

expect it in a way that you would not have anticipated.   
8. Let your desire for more of God’s presence become a 

priority in your life.  
9. Learn to be desperately dependent on God alone. 

THE ADVANTAGE 

There is a great advantage to experiencing more of God’s 
presence. You see when we experience more of God’s presence 
in our lives the others areas fall into the right order of priority. 
Let me give you some examples: 
 

1. If the presence of God is real we will stay away from sin. 
2. If the presence of God is real in our lives we will live holy 

lives. 
3. If the presence of God is real in our lives we will pray. 
4. If the presence of God is real we will worship. 
5. If the presence of God is real we will desire more. 

 
God’s presence makes all the difference and affects every area 
of our lives. 
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Brother Lawrence was born in 1611. He was a friar in the Carmelite 
Order in Paris. Prior to that he served as a soldier and a servant. His 

conversations and letters were published in a well-known book 
called ‘The Practice of the Presence of God.’ He is remembered by 
the Christian community as an example of someone who pursued 

the presence of God with total devotion.  
 

Brother Lawrence asks the questions:  
 

1. How can we pray to God without being with Him?  
2. How can we be with Him without often thinking about Him?  

3. And how can we think about God often, if we do not make a 
habit of it?  

 
He then says: To know GOD, we must often think about Him; and 

then start loving Him. We will then think of Him often because our 
heart will be with our treasure. 

 
You should often think of GOD, during the day, at night, in your 

work, and even in the things that interrupt you. He is always near 
to you and with you; do not leave Him alone. You would consider it 

rude to leave a friend alone, especially one who came to visit you: 
why then must GOD be neglected?  
 

Don’t forget the Lord, but think of Him often, praise Him 
continually, live and die with Him. This is the awesome job of a 

Christian; in a word, this is our profession, if we did not know it, we 
must learn it.  

 
Here are ten lessons that we can learn from Brother Lawrence about 

pursuing the presence of God: 

1. 

Brother Lawrence said that he made it his business to stay in God’s 
presence. He did this by keeping his focus on God and developing 

a general feeling of affection or love towards God. He referred to 
this as the practice of the presence of God. He endeavored to 

remain in an on-going, silent, and secret conversation between his 
soul and the Lord. 

Times of busyness can still be times of prayer; and in the noise 

and clutter of my kitchen, while other people are calling for 
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different things, I experience God presence as 

a living reality, just as if I were on my knees in 
prayer. 
 

Brother Lawrence encouraged people to 
worship God, ask for His presence, and to offer 

their hearts to Him, even while busy with other 
things, making use of every moment they have. 

He encouraged people not to limit their 
relationship with the Lord to certain rules or 

specific forms of devotion, but to pursue God 

with a general confidence, in love and humility. 

Brother Lawrence spent his days speaking to 
God. He nourished his soul with great 

thoughts of God. He lived for God and devoted 
everything he did to Him. He found immense 

joy in being devoted to God. 
 

This King (The Lord), full of mercy and 
goodness, is not reprimanding me, but rather 

He embraces me with His love, He invites me 
to eat at His table, He serves me with His own 

hands, He gives me the keys to His treasures; 
He talks with me and delights Himself with 

me incessantly, in thousands of ways, and He 
treats me as His favourite. It is in moments 

like these that I enjoy time in His holy 

presence. 

Brother Lawrence acknowledged that he 
could do nothing without God enabling him 

– and in this way he received strength that 
was beyond what he was capable of.  

 
During the 15 years that Brother Lawrence 

worked in a kitchen, doing a task that he did 
not enjoy, he had learned to do everything 

as unto the Lord, with ongoing prayer.  
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He prayed for grace to do his work well and discovered 
that with God’s presence, it was easy to do what he 

needed to do. In difficulties we have recourse to JESUS 
CHRIST, and to ask for His grace. With that grace, 
everything becomes easy. 

 

Useless thoughts spoil everything. We should reject 

them. We must serve GOD with a holy freedom. We must 
do our work faithfully, without becoming troubled or 

feeling disturbed. At the same time, we can constantly 
remind ourselves of God, with joy and peace in our 

hearts, every time we find our hearts wondering from 
Him. 

When it feels like our souls are tossed by the winds 
and storms of life, let us approach the Lord and 

awake Him, and He will quickly calm the sea. 

Brother Lawrence said that neither art nor science is 

needed for going to God. The only requirement is a heart 
that is absolutely determined to devote itself to nothing 

but God – for His sake and to love Him only. We should 
connect with God in simplicity, speaking to Him plainly 

and asking for His assistance in our daily activities, just 
as they happen.  

 
According to Brother Lawrence, people do not grow in 

their faith, because they get stuck in religious practices 
and exercises, while they neglect the love of God and 
the relationship He offers. 
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When we are faithful to pursue His presence and to live in His 
presence, we will find that we will automatically avoid doing 

anything that displease Him, at least willfully. This also allows us 
the freedom to engage unhindered with God, and if I may so speak, 

allow a familiarity with GOD. 
 

I walk before GOD simply, in faith, with humility and with love; 
and I endeavor to do nothing and think nothing which may 

displease or dishonour Him. 

Specific times that are set aside for prayer, are only a continuation 

of the same pursuit. Sometimes, when I am in His presence, I think 
of myself as a stone in front of a sculptor. The Lord wants to take 

this stone and turn it into statue: I present myself to the Lord in 
this way and I desire that He would make His perfect image in my 

soul and reveal me as something just like Himself. 

10

Brother Lawrence would pray, “My GOD, here I am all devoted to 

You: LORD, make me according to Your heart.” And then it would 
feel like this GOD of love, was satisfied with those few words and 

His presence would be felt again, and it would rest in the depths 
of his soul. 

These experiences gave him an assurance that GOD is always in the 
depth of his soul, that it was impossible for him to doubt it. 

 
He wrote that in our (spiritual) blindness, we hinder God and stop 

the flow of His presence. He said that when God finds a soul with 
living faith, He pours His presence and favour into that soul. It will 

flow like a torrent that spreads itself with great force, in abundance. 
 

Yes, we often stop this torrent, because of the little value we give 
it. But may we never again stop that flow: let us look within 
ourselves and break down any obstacles within us that hinders it.  
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In Conclusion, Brother Lawrence 
reminds us that we should use the 

precious time that we have, to 
make a habit of practicing the 

presence of God. 
 

Not to advance, in our spiritual 
lives, is to go backwards. But those 
who have the presence of the HOLY 

SPIRIT go forward even while they 
are sleeping.  

 
Let’s be determined to pursue His 

presence; let us redeem the time 
we have lost, because we only have 

a little left; death can come at any 
moment, so let us be well prepared 

for it. In His mercy He is giving us 
a little more time, so let us be 

determined, let us make up for the 
lost time, let us return with 

confidence to the FATHER of 
mercies, who is always ready to 

lovingly receive us.  
 

Let us reject, because of our love 
for Him, all that is not like Him; He 
deserves infinitely more. Let us 

always think of Him. Let us put all 
our trust in Him: I know that we 

will see the benefits of it. We will 
see and enjoy His grace and His 

presence in our lives, and together 
with this we will discover that we 

can do all things. 
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