1

AliveToGod.com | July 2017

Support
ALIVE TO GOD IS BROUGHT TO YOU BY YOU!
AND OTHER GENEROUS READERS SUCH AS YOURSELF
BANKING DETAILS
Account Name: Alive to God
Bank: Standard Bank
Account Number: 411338196 (Cheque/transmission)
Branch: Menlyn
Reference: Your email address

DEBIT ORDERS
You can give regularly by means of a debit order. If you would like to
make use of this option, please email us at andrew@alivetogod.com
and request the debit order form.

www.AliveToGod.com/payment.aspx

https://paypal.com/webapps/mpp/send-money-online

Andrew & Vanessa Roebert
ALIVE TO GOD

2

AliveToGod.com | July 2017

CONTENTS
+ featured articles

3

4

A GOD OF RESTORATION
- Andrew Roebert –

6

HOW ARE WE TO SUBMIT TO GOD?
- GotQuestions.org –

8

JUST A MOMENT
- Andrew Roebert –

10

HELP, I’VE BEEN OFFENDED!
- Andrew Roebert –

12

ALLOWING GOD TO CHANGE US
- Andrew Roebert –

14

HANDLING CHANGE WITH GOD
- Andrew Roebert –

16

BEING LED BY THE SPIRIT IS EXCITING
- Andrew Roebert –

18

AGREEING TO WALK TOGETHER
- MarriageMissions.com –

AliveToGod.com | July 2017

a God of Restoration
By: Andrew Roebert
Isaiah 43:18-19 'Do not remember the former things, nor consider the things of old. Behold, I will do a new thing, now it
shall spring forth; shall you not know it? I will even make a road in the wilderness and rivers in the desert.'
Psalm 107:35 'He turns a wilderness into a pool of water and a dry ground into water springs.'
What kind of restoration does God want to do?

RESTORATION OF LIFE
The Lord wants to come and restore your life and to restore new life to you.
John 14:6 Jesus answered, 'I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through
me.'
John 11:25 Jesus said to her, 'I am the resurrection and the life. The one who believes in me will live, even though
they die.'
The Lord is the source of all life throughout the universe. Life always and only comes from God and all life is
sustained by His self-existent life. The Lord intimately shares His gift of life with people, creating each in His image
which gives all the capacity to know His eternal life. He wants us to know His 'zoe' life - the very life of God Himself.

RESTORATION OF VISION
The Lord wants to come and restore vision in our lives.
Proverbs 29:18 'Where there is no prophetic vision the people cast off restraint (they run wild), but blessed is he
who keeps the laws.'
Vision is the ability to see - the picture you see in your mind.
Let Him come and restore your vision. May you be able to see beyond your current situation and beyond what
you can see with your physical eyes!

RESTORATION OF HOPE
The Lord wants to come and restore your hope.
Hope is an optimistic attitude of mind based on an expectation of positive outcomes.
Hope is one of the three theological virtues of the Christian religion, alongside faith and
love. "Hope" in the Holy Bible means 'a strong and confident expectation of the future
reward'. In modern terms, hope is akin to trust and a confident expectation. Paul the
Apostle argued that hope was a source of salvation for Christians: 'For in hope we have
been saved... if we hope for what we do not see, with perseverance we wait eagerly for
it.'
According to the Holman Bible Dictionary, hope is a 'trustful expectation... the
anticipation of a favourable outcome under God's guidance.' In the book Pilgrim's
Progress, it was 'Hopeful' who comforted Christian in 'Doubting Castle'; while conversely
at the entrance to 'Dante's Hell' were the words, 'Lay down all hope, you that go in by
me.'
The Lord wants your hope to be restored. Believe Him for the restoration of your hope.
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RESTORATION OF CONFIDENCE
The Lord wants to come and restore your confidence. Perhaps your confidence has been undermined and eroded. Give it to
Him and see how He will bring restoration in this area of your life.
Psalm 71:5 'You have been my hope, Sovereign LORD, my confidence since my youth.'
Hebrews 13:6 So we say with confidence, 'The Lord is my helper; I will not be afraid. What can mere mortals do to me?'
Let Him come and restore your hope right now. May hope arise within your heart and soul!

RESTORATION OF EFFECTIVENESS/ PRODUCTIVITY/ PURPOSE AND FRUITFULNESS
The Lord wants to come and bring restoration in the area of productivity and fruitfulness.
Genesis 28:3 'May God Almighty bless you and make you fruitful.'
John 15:5 'I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in you, you will bear much fruit; apart from Me you
can do nothing.'
May you experience His restoration in this area as well! May you know what it means to be effective, fruitful, productive and
filled with destiny and purpose! That is His plan of restoration for you.
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How are we to submit to God?
GotQuestions.org
In all the New Testament incidences where the word submit occurs, the word is translated from the Greek word hupotasso.
The hupo means "under" and the tasso means "to arrange." This word and a root of it are also translated by the words
subject and subjection. The word's full meaning is "to obey, put under, be subject to, submit oneself unto, put in subjection
under or be under obedience or obedient to." The word was used as a military term meaning "to arrange troop divisions in
a military fashion under the command of a leader." This word is a wonderful definition of what it means to "submit" to God.
It means to arrange oneself under the command of divine viewpoint rather than to live according to one's old way of life
based on a human viewpoint. It is a process surrendering our own will to that of our Father's.
The Scripture has a great deal to say about being in submission to the "higher powers." This has reference to the
establishment principles that God has ordained in our world—the government and the leaders, in whatever capacity, that
God has placed in authority over us on this earth. Passages that teach this principle are Romans 13:1-7; Hebrews 13:17; 1
Peter 2:13-14; and Titus 3:1. The principle is that being in obedience to the authority over us, whatever that authority is, will
bring a temporal blessing in real time here and now and, for the believer, reward later. The highest authority is God, and He
delegates authority to others; so, in order to submit to God, we submit to the authority He has placed over us. You will notice
that there are no caveats that distinguish between good or bad authority or even just or unjust authority. We are just to
humble ourselves and obey as "unto the Lord."
We are also told to submit ourselves
to God (James 4:7). In Ephesians we
read the wife is to submit to her
husband as unto the Lord and the
husband is to "love" his wife
(Ephesians 5:22-25). The Apostle
Peter writes, “Young men, in the
same way be submissive to those who
are older. All of you, clothe yourselves
with humility toward one another,
because, ‘God opposes the proud but
gives grace to the humble’” (1 Peter
5:5). The theme here is one of
humility. One cannot submit to God
without humility. Obedience requires
us to humble ourselves to surrender
to the authority of another, and we
are told that God resists pride—
the opposite of humility—and
the arrogance that fosters
that pride.
Therefore, having a humble and
submissive heart is a choice we make.
That means as born-again believers
we daily make a choice to submit
ourselves to God for the work that the
Holy Spirit does in us to "conform us
to the image of Christ." God will use
the situations of our lives to bring us
the opportunity to submit to Him
(Romans 8:28-29). The believer then
accepts His grace and provision to
walk in the Spirit and not after the
manner of the old nature.
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That work is accomplished by choosing to apply ourselves to the Word of God and to learning about the provisions that God
has made for us in Christ Jesus. From the moment we are born again, we have all the provisions we need, in Christ, to become
a mature believer, but we have to make the choice to learn about those provisions through study of the Word and to apply
those provisions to our daily walk.

We have to choose to submit to God for the process of learning in order to grow
spiritually. It is a process begun at salvation and ongoing with each and every
choice that we make to submit ourselves to God. This process will continue until
the Lord comes again or He calls us home.
The wonderful thing about this is that, as the Apostle Paul so aptly states, "But
we all, with unveiled face beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are
changed into the same image from glory to glory, even as by the spirit of the
Lord" (2 Corinthians 3:18).
God does not require us to submit because He is a tyrant, but because He is a loving Father and He knows what is best for
us. The blessings and peace that we gain from humbly surrendering and submitting ourselves to Him daily are a gift of grace
that nothing in this world can compare to.
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By Andrew Roebert
Life is short. I often hear people say that time is passing
faster and faster. When I look back at my own life, it
seems like just a moment. Since we had our children I
have seen how fast time moves. But time does seem
illusive. I hear people say: ‘I don’t have enough hours in
the day.’ The Bible also tells us that life is short. This is
why we must value and take advantage of every moment

OUR LIVES ARE LIKE THE MORNING MIST
James 4:14 How do you know what is going to happen
tomorrow? For the length of your lives is as uncertain as
the morning mist—now you see it; soon it is gone.
The length of our lives is uncertain. This is one aspect we
cannot be sure of. If you knew your life would end
tomorrow, would live any differently today? Almost
everyone would say yes.
James speaks of our lives and says: ‘Now you see it, and
soon it is gone.’ This window of physical experience is
ours to enjoy.

TIME DISAPPEARS

Isn’t it strange that it feels like every years goes faster than the last.
As we move through life, it feels like time begins to accelerate.
Time seems to disappear. This is the reality that most people
experience.
Psalm 90:5–6 We glide along the tides of time as swiftly as a racing
river and vanish as quickly as a dream. We are like grass that is
green in the morning but mowed down and withered before the
evening shadows fall.
That is why we must grab hold of every moment.

OUR DAYS ARE FEW
It may feel like you are here forever. It may feel like you are
immortal. This is especially true of young people. BUT our days
are few. When you are in something, it may feel long, but with
hindsight it is only a moment.
Job 14:2 How frail is man, how few his days … He blossoms for a
moment like a flower—and withers; as the shadow of a passing
cloud, he quickly disappears.
Our lives are compared to the shadow of a passing cloud. How are
you using the days you have been given?

Time has a way of vanishing on us.
Job 9:25-26 My life passes swiftly away … My years
disappear like swift ships, like the eagle that swoops upon
its prey.
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OUR EARTHLY EXPERIENCE
Remember we are not earthly beings having a spiritual experience,
but we are spiritual beings having an earthly experience. We are
here just for a moment and we are strangers in this land.
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1 Chronicles 29:15 For we are here for but a
moment, strangers in the land as our fathers were
before us; our days on earth are like a shadow, gone
so soon, without a trace.
God wants us to know and experience Him in a
special way during these fleeting moments. Life
makes sure that our limited days are consumed with
busyness. This short earthly experience is a special
time to know God in a special way.

We are spiritual beings. As such we have the
capacity to live forever.
Our earthly
experience might be fleeting, but our spiritual
experience will never end. Everything comes
and goes, but God remains. That is why we
can trust God so completely.

TODAY AND THAT DAY

SEIZE THE MOMENT

This is what Michael Cassidy has written in his diary:

Take advantage of this moment of life. Grab
hold of it with both hands. Don’t be one of
those who says: ‘When I have the time’ That
is one thing you are not sure of!

“I only have two days in my life, today and that day”
Today is the opportunity that you have in your
hands. This moment to the only thing you can be
sure of. What will you do with it?
Psalm 39:4 Lord, help me to realize how brief my
time on earth will be. Help me to know that I am
here for but a moment more.

Hebrews 13:8 Jesus Christ is the same
yesterday, today, and forever.

Make the time to pursue and do the things
that are important. Don’t let the urgent
always cloud the important. God has given
you today. What will you do with it?


That kindness you always wanted
to show but never got to do…

The other thing we can be sure of is that day, when
we will go and be with Jesus.



That time you wanted to spend
with those you love…

LIVING FOREVER



That aspect in which you wanted to
obey the Holy Spirit…

1 John 2:17 And this world is fading away, and these
evil, forbidden things will go with it, but whoever
keeps doing the will of God will live forever.

.
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HELP, I’VE BEEN OFFENDED!
By: Andrew Roebert

WHAT IS AN OFFENCE?

THE DOWNWARD CYCLE

We need to start with an understanding of what an
offence is. Once we know what offences are, we can
understand the influence they have in our lives. Here are
several definitions:

The process that begins with offence is a downward
spiral. Offence that is not dealt with will lead downward
to something worse. What started as a simple offence
can end with disastrous results. Offence can lead to hurt,
hurt can lead to bitterness, bitterness can lead to hatred
and hatred can lead to murder.

1. Offence is a state of being angry, hurt or displeased.
2. Wounded, especially ones feelings.
3. Offence occurs when we become outraged at
something or when we are insulted.
4. Offence is the act of stumbling! (Miriam-Webster’s
Dictionary)
Definition number 4 is the one that should interest us.
The moment we allow an offence into our lives we set
ourselves up to stumble and fall. It is for this very reason
that we need to be so aware of picking up offences, so
that we can avoid stumbling.

OFFENCES ARE PART OF LIFE!
Offences are part of life. We can be offended by our
friends, family, colleagues, church, work and even God.
There is hardly a day that passes in life when we are not
confronted with the possibility of picking up an offence.
We speak about ‘picking up’ an offence. This indicates
that often we actually take on an offence. It is a
deliberate action that often takes place moments after
we are affronted, hurt or challenged. We must learn to
recognize offences and deal with them before they get a
hold on us and become a stumbling block in our lives.
Offences are the bait of Satan. The devil uses the
offences of life to bait us so that we will fall into the snare
and be destroyed.

OFFENCES CAUSE DAMAGE
Offences have a way of infiltrating our lives and bring
destruction as a result. This damage can effect us in many
ways:
1. Hurt & Bitterness.
2. Sickness & Weakness
3. Breakdown in relationships.
4. Hatred, Revenge & violence.
10
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It may not go the whole way, but all along the way there
is damage. The answer is not to get into the downward
spiral to start with. We can do this as we deal with
offences before they deal with us.

EXAMPLES FROM THE BIBLE
There are two examples I would like to highlight.
The first is Zacharias. (Luke 1) He was a High Priest in the
Temple. He and his wife Elizabeth had wanted children
and prayed and asked God for a child. Many years passed
and they did not have any children. One day as Zacharias
was ministering in the Temple the angel appeared to
Zacharias and told him that his wife Elizabeth would have
a child. However, Zacharias was offended and his offence
can be seen in his response. He reacted and said: ‘How
can this be?’ He went further to tell the angel that this
was not possible as his wife was old. Luke 1:18 Zacharias
said to the angel, “But this is impossible! I’m an old man
now, and my wife is also well along in years.” The angel
responded and said that because of his unbelief, he
would be dumb until the child was born. For four months
he could not speak, until the child (John the Baptist) was
born. Zacharias was offended because God had not
answered their prayer.
The second is John the Baptist. John fulfilled a great role.
He was the forerunner of Christ and even baptized Jesus,
the Son of God. Jesus continues His ministry and John
ends up in jail. Perhaps he had anticipated something
different, but here he sits in jail. He begins to question
Jesus and sends a message to Jesus to ask Him if He is in
fact the Christ. Jesus responds and says: “And blessed is
he who is not offended because of Me.” (Luke 7:23)

FROM GENERATION TO GENERATION
It is interesting to see that both Zechariah and his son
John the Baptist were offended. Like father like son. The
circumstances were different but the similarity between
the two was that both become offended.
When we become offended it rubs off on those around
us. If we allow offences to take root in our lives we can
be sure that our children will also readily pick up offences.
As a result the scourge of offences can be passed from
AliveToGod.com | July 2017
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one generation to the next. It is time to break the chain
of offences that effect generation after generation.

EXAMPLES OF THOSE WHO OVERCAME
OFFENCE
There are two examples I want to look at and both come
from the Old Testament.
Joseph was his father’s favourite son. His father had even
made him a special coat of many colours. His brothers
were offended and attempted to get rid of him by
throwing him in a pit. Then they pulled him out of the pit
and sold him into slavery in Egypt. Here in Egypt he was
falsely accused and ended up in prison and even those
people in prison forgot all about him when they left the
prison. There was plenty of reason and opportunity for
Joseph to become offended. Yet he did not become
offended! As a result when the day came, God could lift
him from the prison to the throne and God could use him.
David was a man who served his king. He would play his
harp for the king and the king would throw his spear at
him. Eventually his life was threatened and he had to go
into hiding. He was hunted down for years like a common
criminal. This went on for years and yet he was able to
keep his heart tender and free of offence and ultimately
God could use him and he became king.
God can use those people who will not allow offences to
take hold of them.

DEALING WITH OFFENCES
Offences happen! But God wants us to deal with those
offences. We cannot simply ignore an offence and think
that it will just go away. It will fester like an infection and
lead to great harm.
Hosea 5:15 I will return to My place [on high] until they
acknowledge their offense.
Notice the following aspect: ‘Acknowledge their offence’
We have to get to the stage where we can admit and say
yes we have been offended. Jesus said that there was a
blessing for those who were not offended. Jesus knew
how destructive offences can be and warned us in His
message to John the Baptist.
Are you ready to acknowledge your offence and ask God
to forgive and release you?
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HOW DO WE DEAL WITH OFFENCES?
Here are a few simple steps to help us deal with offences:
1. The first step is to acknowledge your offence.
Hosea 5:15 I will return to My place [on high] until they
acknowledge their offense.
This means to admit that you have been offended or have
picked up an offence.
2. Confess this to God.
1 John 1:9 If we confess our sins to Him, He can be
depended on to forgive us and to cleanse us from every
wrong.
3. Ask God to forgive you.
4. Forgive. Unforgiveness indicates that we are still
holding onto our offences. We forgive, not because those
who caused the offence deserve it, but because we
deserve the freedom that forgiveness can bring us.
5. Release and let go of that offence.
6. As we extend grace and mercy to others, God’s grace
and mercy can be extended towards us and we can be
free of the offences we have carried.

GOD IS WAITING
In a sense God is waiting for us to deal with the offences
in our lives so that He can bless us and bring about His
purpose in our lives. When we become offended and
hold onto our offence, it is as though God steps back and
waits. It is for this reason that, in the depth of our
offence, God can seem far from us.
It really does not matter what caused the offence or how
justified we were to be so offended. We may even be
offended with God! Until we can find it in our hearts to
deal with the offence, we cannot really move forward
into what God has for us.
Hosea 5:15 I will return to My place [on high] until they
acknowledge their offense.
We must deal ruthlessly with offences on a day-by-day
basis so that nothing will get in the way of what God has
in store for us. God wants each one of us to be free from
every hindrance, so that we can step into His purpose,
plan and destiny for our lives.
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Allowing God to Change Us
By: Andrew Roebert
Change is not always easy. Our human natures do not
enjoy change. We are creatures of habit and we prefer
to stay that way. God, however, loves us as we are but
loves us far too much to leave us as we are. When God
comes into our lives things begin to change. His love and
kindness for us facilitates change within our hearts and
lives. Although change may not be a comfortable
experience, when God is involved it is for our good. We
must just allow God to work in our lives and change us.

THE GOOD NEWS CHANGES US
When our lives come in contact with God and His Good
News, change begins to take place within us. Can you
remember how your life changed when you heard about
the saving power of Jesus Christ?
Colossians 1:6 The same Good News that came to you is
going out all over the world and changing lives
everywhere, just as it changed yours that very first day
you heard it and understood about God’s great kindness
to sinners.

GOD IS LOOKING FOR THOSE WHO HAVE
CHANGED
Change is something in us that God is looking for. Change
is something that we can experience and seek in our lives.
We have an ability to change. Change, however, is not
always easy. But if we will allow God into our lives He will
help and change us.
Romans 2:29 For God is not looking for those who cut
their bodies in actual body circumcision, but he is looking
for those with changed hearts and minds.
Change, within us humans, is something that God is
looking for.
Galatians 6:15 It doesn’t make any difference now
whether we have been circumcised or not; what counts is
whether we really have been changed into new and
different people.
What really matters is whether we have changed as a
result of our contact with God!

The fact is that in God’s love and kindness He reached
down to each of us and offered us something that would
change our lives. As we allow God into our lives the
process of change begins. If you have never invited God
into your heart and life, why not consider it.

NEVER THE SAME

CHANGED AS WE BECOME GOD’S OWN

1 Thessalonians 2:13 the very Word of God which ….
changed your lives when you believed it.

When we invite God into our lives some
wonderful things happen.
One of
the most amazing is that we can
become one of God’s own children.
This is one of the dramatic changes that
take place as we give our lives to Him.
1 Peter 2:10 Once you were less
than nothing; now you are God’s
own. Once you knew very little of
God’s kindness; now your very
lives have been changed by it.

We cannot expect that after allowing God into our lives
that we would just remain the same. Contact with God,
by definition, means that we will never be the same.

There was a song that we used to sing with the
following words: ‘Just one glimpse of His glory,
just one touch of His hand and I will never be the
same’. God wants to work in each one of our
lives and bring about change. The result of God
working in our lives will mean that we will
change and we will never be the same again.

The fact that we belong to
God indicates a change in our
status. We have become
children of God. But this is
only the beginning of
change.
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GOD WILL MAKE THE CHANGES
Sometimes we think that when it comes to change we
have to do all the work. Often times we have tried to
change our lives and it has not worked. We don’t have to
pull ourselves up by our own bootlaces, because God
wants to step into our lives and His presence brings about
change.
Deuteronomy 28: 8-9 The Lord will bless you with good
crops and healthy cattle, and prosper everything you do
when you arrive in the land the Lord your God is giving
you. He will change you into a holy people dedicated to
Himself.
Luke 1:17 He will soften adult hearts to become like little
children’s, and will change disobedient minds to the
wisdom of faith.

IT STARTS WITH US
It is not as though we just sit passively by waiting for God
to change us. It is an interactive process that starts with
our decisions and with us.
Acts 3:19 Now change your mind and attitude to God and
turn to him so he can cleanse away your sins and send you
wonderful times of refreshment from the presence of the
Lord.
It is when God’s presence becomes a reality in our lives
that the change can begin to take place. As we make the
right choices, change will begin to take place and as a
result we will be pleasing to God.
Ezekiel 20:41 You will be to me as an offering of perfumed
incense when I bring you back from exile, and the nations
will see the great change in your hearts.
The change in our hearts is like perfumed incense to God.

causes change to take place in our lives. Oftentimes God
uses the situations and circumstances we are facing to
bring about change in our lives.
We can resist change, but I believe that God wants us to
be like clay that He can mould and shape, so that the
change He wants to bring about can occur. What I am
talking about is not always easy, but it is something that
God wants to do in our lives. If we resist the working of
God in our lives we will end up out of shape. But if we
will embrace the working of God in our lives we will
become what God intended for us to be!

GOD CHANGES THE OLD INTO THE NEW
This is something that only God can do. God is in the
business of turning things around. God wants to take the
old things and transform them into something new and
wonderful.
Revelation 21:5 and he that sat upon the throne said,
Behold, I make all things new.
2 Corinthians 5:17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a
new creation; old things have passed away; behold, all
things have become new.
Change is something that God has in store for each of us.
The change is something positive and wonderful. The
Bible tells us that He wants to change us from Glory to
Glory.
2 Corinthians 3:18 But we all, with open face beholding as
in a glass the glory of the Lord, are changed into the same
image from glory to glory.
Allow God to
continue the
changing work
that He wants
to do in your
heart and life.

EMBRACE CHANGE
Many times we resist change. Humans are not
comfortable with change even though it is an inevitable
part of life. But God is also working within us and this

13
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HANDLING CHANGE WITH GOD
By: Andrew Roebert
Change is one of the greatest realities of life. We are
confronted with it on every front. I once heard someone
say that the only constant in life is change.

season, but new ‘light’ without the help of the HOLY
SPIRIT to change our hearts, is not enough.
John 6:63 The Spirit gives life.

Change is sweeping across the world. There is hardly a
nation that is not confronted with change at this time. It
is as though we constantly have to be making
adjustments and paradigm shifts.
Even as we may desire some ‘levelling out’ more change
is inevitable. Constant change is here to stay and God
wants to help us navigate through all the changes that we
will face in life.

LAGGING BEHIND
There is a tendency to lag behind when we are
confronted with change. In a way, we still want to hold
onto the old.
People in business know what this is like. If they begin to
lag behind, they begin to lose their edge and that can
spell disaster. Lagging behind begins to take place when
we get too busy with unimportant matters. We begin to
give more attention to the urgent things and less
attention to the important things.

Romans 8:26 And in the same way—by our faith—the
Holy Spirit helps us with our daily problems and in our
praying.
One of the daily problems we have to face is change. The
Holy Spirit wants to step in and help us each and every
step of the way.

LIBERTY TO CHANGE
We need to get to the point where we experience a
liberty or a freedom to be able to change. There is a
constant battle going on. It is a battle between what we
are familiar with and can control, versus change and its
uncontrollable nature.
When change is too difficult to adjust to, we get into
habits, traditions, bondage and legalism. When we
embrace change it is like going with a flow, to a
destination that is not always sure. We need to have this
liberty to go with the flow and not get side-tracked into
habits, traditions, bondage and legalism.

We need to stand up and be counted among those who
can recognize and are ready to adjust to the changes and
who will trust God to lead them just as He has in the past.

2 Corinthians 3:17 Now the Lord is the Spirit; and where
the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty.

TIME FOR CHANGE

LEAD BY THE HOLY SPIRIT

It is time to change. Change old habits and established
ways of doing things. Time to recognize that things are
different and we need to adjust.

This is what needs to take place. If we honestly desire
that the Holy Spirit would lead us, then He will. As the
Holy Spirit leads us, change begins to take place in our
hearts.

I remember hearing someone say: ‘Blessed are the
flexible for they will not be broken’.
Time to change mind-sets and unchallenged beliefs. God
wants to do new things and it will call for people who are
ready to embrace the change God has got in store for
them.

Our hearts are the primary battleground for change. If in
our hearts we can embrace change then we will be able
to change.

Isaiah 43:19 For I’m going to do a brand-new thing. See, I
have already begun! Don’t you see it?

If we are allowing God’s Holy Spirit to move us, we will be
able to change. If we will not allow the Spirit of God to
move in our hearts, change will be far more difficult and
we will end up holding on to the ‘old’ or the things of the
past.

THE ABSOLUTELY ESSENTIAL KEY

Let the Holy Spirit lead you!

God has given us a key to be able to handle and process
change and be changed in the process. The key is the
HOLY SPIRIT.

CHANGE IS PART OF GOD’S PLAN

There needs to be an openness to the HOLY SPIRIT to help
us process change in our lives. We may recognize a new
14
14

Sometimes we just think that change is something we
have to contend with in life, but we do not realize it is
something that God also wants to facilitate in our hearts.
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God always remains the same, but you and I are meant to be
constantly changing.
2 Corinthians 3:18 And we, who with unveiled faces all reflect the Lord’s
glory, are being transformed into His likeness with ever-increasing glory,
which comes from the Lord, who is the Spirit.
Notice the important word ‘TRANSFORMED’ that means to change. God’s plan for you and for
me is that we should be moving or changing with a view to us becoming more like Christ. This
change is a process – ‘FROM GLORY TO GLORY or EVER-INCREASING GLORY’. Change is part of
God’s plan for you and me!

HOW?
How is this possible? We all want to develop and make the changes that God wants us to make,
but how? Here are three keys:
1. Stay connected to God. Don’t get disconnected.
2. Let God’s word become a reality in your life. Get
connected to God’s word - the Bible.
3. Let the Holy Spirit lead you! Allow the Holy Spirit
into your life and let Him begin to transform you.
We were never meant to handle change on our
own. God wants to help us embrace change and be
able to change. You are not alone!
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BEING LED
BY THE SPIRIT
IS EXCITING
By Andrew Roebert

THE STORY OF PHILIP
As Christians we have the opportunity of being led by the
Holy Spirit in our day-to-day lives. God planned it this
way. It is this aspect of our Christian lives that can make
all the difference. It can make the difference between
nominal and mundane Christianity and a dynamic
Christian life. It may not always be easy but it will be
exciting. We need to be ready to obey whatever we feel
the Holy Spirit is telling us to do.

BEING LED BY THE SPIRIT
Look at what the Bible says on this matter.
Romans 8:14 For all who are led by the Spirit of God are
sons (the grown up sons) of God.
As we progress on our Christian walk, one of the aspects
that need to develop is this aspect of ‘being led by God’s
Spirit’. We need to note two things:
1. It is possible to live this way.
2. Being led by the Spirit of God is a sign of maturity.
We need to get to know the Holy Spirit, learn to hear Him
leading and speaking to us and responding by obeying
whatever He tells us to do. This is the lifestyle that God
wants to make available to us.

There is a story in the New Testament about a person by
the name of Philip. In this story we see how He was led
by God’s Spirit and the awesome results that followed.
In the story, Philip was led to go to a certain place. It was
at this place that he met a specific man and the result was
that the Man’s life was changed forever. In this story we
see how when one man obeyed the Spirit, God began to
orchestrate affairs so that circumstances came together
to bring about a wonderful result.
I can guarantee that it must have been a challenging time
for Philip, but at the same time it must have been
awesomely exciting.

IT ALL STARTED WHEN GOD SPOKE TO PHILIP
This is where this whole story begins. As God speaks to
Philip and gives Him an instruction.
Acts 8:26 Now an angel of the Lord said to Philip. “Go
south to the road-the desert road-that goes down from
Jerusalem to Gaza.”
What an instruction! God just tells him to go. God does
not tell him what will happen or why he needs to go
there.
Sometimes in our lives we want the full picture. We want
to see every aspect and every detail before we will obey.
God seldom works like this. His Spirit usually leads us step
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by step. This is the challenging part of being led by God’s
Spirit. At the same time it is also exciting.
Have you ever felt prompted to do something and then
thought it was a bit silly and as a result you did nothing?
When it comes to obeying the Spirit, most times we will
only see a portion of the picture. The question is will we
still obey?

OUR RESPONSE SHOULD BE ONE OF
OBEDIENCE
God is looking for obedience. In the story of Philip we see
how his immediate and heart response was to obey what
He felt the Spirit of God was saying.
Acts 8:26-27 But as for Philip, an angel of the Lord said to
him, “Go over to the road that runs from Jerusalem
through the Gaza Desert, arriving around noon”. So he
did.
Some versions say: “So he arose and went….” He did not
first ask a couple of questions, although I am sure he must
have had a few that were going through his heart and
mind. The issue is that he obeyed. He simply did what he
felt God was saying that he should do. It is a simple
childlike obedience. God is looking for this response of
obedience in our lives.

THE RESULT
This is the truly exciting part. As a result of Philip’s
obedience, God begins to orchestrate affairs to bring
about a miracle.
Acts 8:27-28 and who should be coming down the road
but the Treasurer of Ethiopia, a eunuch of great authority
under Candace the queen. He had gone to Jerusalem to
worship and was now returning in his chariot, reading
aloud from the book of the prophet Isaiah.
Timing was everything. If Philip had not obeyed in that
moment he would never have been at that point in the
road to meet up with this important individual in a
chariot. The heart of the story was as follows:
1.
God had an important task that He wanted to
accomplish through someone.
2.
Philip was a man who was available to respond
to the Holy Spirit.
3.
God then orchestrated the circumstances,
bringing the two parties together.
4.
As a result the stage was set for a miracle.

READY TO OBEY AGAIN
More would be expected of Philip’s obedience. Now that
the stage was sent for God to move it was time to obey
God again.
Acts 8:29-30 The Holy Spirit was to Philip, “Go over and
walk along beside the chariot.” Philip ran over.
17

Again we see the instruction and the corresponding
obedience. This instruction had called for a little physical
effort. Philip had to run and catch up with this chariot.
Sometimes obedience calls for a little effort on our part.
It may not always be easy but it will be exciting.
Have you ever felt you should do something for someone,
but because it involved some effort on your part you
ended up doing nothing? I want to encourage you to do
and obey what you feel the Holy Spirit is saying to you.

THE MIRACLE
As all these circumstances came together a miracle was
about to happen.
Acts 8:35 So Philip began with the same Scripture and
then used many others to tell him about Jesus.
In that moment this powerful and influential man was
able to hear about Jesus. What is even more interesting
was that he appears to be the first African convert that
we know about. What an awesome privilege to be able
to play such an important role, just by obeying what the
Spirit of God had told Philip to do. Nothing has changed.
God wants to use you and me in the same way today. The
key will be if we will obey.
Acts 8:37 Then Philip said, “If you believe with all your
heart, you may.” And he answered and said, “I believe
that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.

PHILIP’S REWARD
As a result of this whole process we see something very
unusual happen. It is called translocation. It is a strange
thing that we do not see happening often.
Acts 8:39-40 The Spirit of the Lord caught away Philip,
and the eunuch never saw him again, but went on his way
rejoicing. Meanwhile, Philip found himself at Azotus!
Azotus was about 32 kilometres from Gaza. In those days
when the average individual travelled on foot, it would
have taken days to get there. But God rewarded Philip
with an instantaneous translocation. It must have been
exceedingly exciting. This entire dramatic experience
hinged on the fact that Philip was willing to be led by the
Spirit of God.

WHAT ABOUT US?
God also wants to use us. He also wants us to obey His
Holy Spirit. If we will do this, then God will orchestrate
circumstances and situations and set us up for a miracle.
I want to be a ‘grown-up son of God’. I want to be used
in this way. How about you?
Romans 8:14 For all who are led by the Spirit of God are
sons (the grown up sons) of God.
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Agreeing to Walk Together
MarriageMissions.com
Do two walk together unless they have agreed to do so?” (Amos 3:3)
In applying that question to marriage, I’m more than a bit puzzled. I used to think that when a
couple says, “I do,” in agreement with God, to “love, honor, and cherish each other, forsaking all
others, til death do us part” it’s a done deal. From that day forward they have agreed to “walk
together” for the rest of their lives.
They may not always agree with each other while walking through life together. But it’s assumed
they will work things out so they keep trudging forward.
Wrong.
That assumption appears to be wrong in more cases than I care to count. Just look at the divorces
going on all around you. And even with the marriages that don’t end up in the divorce courts, so
many of them are truly unhealthy. It’s so, so tragic.
“For most couples, the love that they started with is not gone, but buried under years of anger,
misunderstandings, and resentment.”
(Quote from: Mybettermarriage.com)
They needed to work on that, and get help if their methods weren’t working. For some couples
though, they have allowed themselves to drift apart and then walk away. The “magic” appears to
have left the relationship.

THE “GLOW” OF NEW LOVE
One of our pastors told our congregation of a wedding he and his wife attended recently. He
described how romantic it was. The groom seemed to “glow” as he watched his bride-to-be walk
down the aisle to join him. He said that it’s as if the whole room lit up with the love that was present
in that room. I thought to myself, “I hope that light doesn’t go out. I’d like to see the groom a few
years from now. Hopefully, he still beams when he looks at his bride walk into a room.
I’m reminded of the scripture that says, “You are the light of the world. A city on a hill cannot be
hidden. Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and
it gives light to everyone in the house. In the same way, let your light shine before men, that they
may see your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven.” (Matthew 5:14-16)
Does the light of your love make a positive difference “to everyone in the house?” Does the way
you interact in public together give the opportunity for others to say, “I want to know their God
better? If that’s what God does for them, I want some of that?” Are you lining up your daily walk
with each other in alignment with what you promised each other in your wedding vows?
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THE AGREEMENT WALK OF TRUE LOVE

AGREEMENT

My husband Steve and I have been married for over 45 years. I can
honestly say that he still lights up a room, in my eyes, when he
enters it. I tell him that continually. It’s not that we’ve always
glowingly walked in agreement. We haven’t. But when we’re going
through troubled times we look for ways to build relationship
bridges so we get back into agreement. Sometimes it’s a difficult
journey to do this. But it’s one that we vowed on our wedding day
to make. It’s something we’re both committed to do.

I agree. There is too much of this “drifting apart” going on. We need to
do our best to fight FOR our marriages. And we need to help others do
the same. Our marriages are to reveal and reflect the love of Christ —
the love that Christ, the bridegroom has for His bride. That isn’t a “soso” type of love. It’s a “I’m committed to stand strong to fight FOR our
relationship” type of love.

Yesterday I thought of a situation that reminded me of this issue of
agreement. Back in 2010 former Vice President Al Gore announced
that he and his wife Tipper were going to divorce. They felt they
“grew apart.” I remember the tremendous waves of sadness that
washed over me.
Even though I disagree with most of Al Gore’s political stands, I
always thought that he and his wife were a good couple. They
appeared to compliment each other with the combination of their
strengths. I even thought they were an admirable couple. But not
now. They took that, which was great and allowed it to “drift
apart.” They no longer make the effort any longer to walk together
through life, so to speak.

THE MESSAGE THIS COMMUNICATES
William Doherty, in a Psychology Today article (titled, “Al and
Tipper: We Hardly Knew Ye”) wrote the following that I think is
insightful on this issue:
“More than anything else, what concerns me about the Al Gore
divorce is the cultural message it reinforces. It enforces that
marriages, like leaking oil, drift over time in ways that we can’t do
much about, that people once mated for life get caught in different
currents and wake up one day to find themselves in different seas.
They are too far apart to be life partners any more.
“I do not accept this sophisticated story line for modern marriage.
I do not accept the baby boom divorce mantra that ‘these things
happen to the best of marriages. Lets be civilized and not show
how we feel about the end of a dream.’ When it comes to divorce,
I’m with the poet Dylan Thomas:
“‘Do not go gentle into that good night.
Rage, rage against the dying of the light.'”

On this issue of not drifting apart, I’m reminded of something Dr Steve
Stephens wrote in his book, “Marriage: Experiencing the Best”:
“Someone once asked Alan Alda, the famous TV star, how he managed
to have such a long and successful marriage. His answer was that most
relationships begin with a ‘vibrant’ love, but soon fade into ‘utter
discontent.’ It’s easy to give up and forget that ‘love returns in waves…
you just have to wait it out.’
“Alan Alda was right; love is like the tides of the ocean. Sometimes they
come in and the passion is high. You feel the love and the relationship
is wonderful. Then there are times when the tide is out —sometimes
way out. The relationship is dry and lifeless. The love is gone. You look
out at the sea and wonder if the tide will ever return. But if you’re
patient and stay at the beach, romance will return. You will feel love
again.”
I believe it takes a lot of intentionality though to stick to this mission.
It’s not just a passive waiting. That is, unless you’re waiting in prayer
because your partner is on a stubborn streak. And even then, there is
intentionality in looking to join hands together again when the timing is
right.

DRIFTING BACK TOGETHER IN AGREEMENT
I believe this is what we need to do with each other all through our
married life. Staying in love isn’t as natural to us as much as “falling in
love” can be. That is because of the excitement that happens in the
beginning. (There are many bio-chemical reasons for this.) However, we
CAN add upon and grow our love for each other, if we are intentional in
agreeing to do what it takes to do that.
Sometimes, we need to be reminded of this over and over again to pay
attention. So here goes. Don’t allow yourselves to go too long in
different directions. Be intentional, and find ways to bridge your
differences. Weather the hard times TOGETHER, and put romance back
into your marriage. (We have ideas for you posted in the Romantic
Ideas topic.) Dream together, plan together, walk together, and don’t
buy the lie that “these things happen” —as far as marriages splitting up.
Fight the movement of the tide.
This is your reminder.
“Be imitators of God, as dearly loved children and live a life of love, just
as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us as a fragrant offering and
sacrifice to God.” (Ephesians 5:1-2)
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