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Hidden Treasures
By: Andrew Roebert

SCRIPTURE READING: James 2:1-13

LIFE IS ALL ABOUT RELATIONSHIPS
Relationships are the bedrock of life. In a very
real sense, everything rises and falls on
relationship. In the book of James chapter 2, the
Apostle focuses on relationships. He looks, in
this passage, at our interaction with others.
Relationships are a vital component in our lives.
When I was a young boy, I had to learn a difficult
lesson. It was Christmas and everyone was
buying gifts for each other. My Mom wanted
some slippers and my Dad gave her some money
to buy herself some. My Uncle, who was much
better off than us, or so we thought, bought his
wife a large and expensive gift. When I saw this
happen, I was heartsore and angry. Why could
my extended family do so well, and we struggle
so. My Dad took time with me and spoke to me
about life. He explained that life was all about
relationships and that all that really mattered
was relationships. My Uncle had to often be
away for business, and he compensated by
buying large gifts. My father explained that it
was not size of the gift that determined the state
of affairs, but it was the value of relationships.
At the time I thought He was just making
excuses for the fact that he could not afford big
gifts, but as time passed, I realised that he was
correct. Gifts can often be used as a substitute
for relationships. We must never allow things to
take the place of relationships. I also remember
when I went to Bible school, one of our lecturers
opened up the first session with a message on
relationships. He said that all the issues and
problems people face can be traced to a
relationship problem at the root. He also went
on to say that all the success and opportunity
people may enjoy can also be traced back to a
redemptive relationship.
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He encouraged us, as we started in the
ministry, to look after our relationships. He
mentioned that it started with college
secretary - he said: 'You just don't realise how
powerful she is!' He went on to tell us to look
after our relationships with our fellow
students, parents and families. He also
reminded us that as we work with people, we
should look out for the relationship aspect, as
it will always be a key to helping people. He
also reminded us that ultimately life is about
relationship with God and being reconciled to
Him. So, you see, life is all about relationships.
I have been blessed; in that I have managed
to maintain life-long, good relationships with
almost all of the people I have been in contact
with. I have also discovered that sooner or
later I would need those relationships. My
father also endeavoured to stay in
relationship with people, however hard it
was. This opened many doors and allowed his
life to be used in a remarkable way. These
relationships crossed culture, educational
and wealth boundaries and it brought great
blessing a favour on his life. Many of those
good relationships still produce fruit for us as
a family today, years after his passing. In the
world in which we live today, relationships
are disposable. One moment we are BFF's
(Best Friends Forever) and the next moment
we are blocking those very same people from
our phones. We must not fall into this trap.
Just recently the president of our country
came out and said that our country is battling
great unemployment and he mentioned 3
reasons for this: 1. People have no assets to
work with, 2. Lack of skills, 3. No network of
connections. As I thought about this, I realized
that what he was saying is that among other
things, a lack of relationships closes the doors
to opportunity. We need to maintain Christlike relationships with others.
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THINGS THAT CAN DESTROY
RELATIONSHIPS
There are many things that destroy and
undermine relationships. In the book of
James, the Apostle focuses on three aspects
that can destroy relationships. His focus is
on our interaction with others and he tells
us some of the things that we should avoid.
There is something here for us to learn.

A. FAVOURITISM
James 2:1 'My brothers,
as believers in our
glorious Lord Jesus
Christ, don't show
favouritism.'
In my Bible the heading for this chapter says:
'Favouritism Forbidden!' Favouritism is
when we show special favour to one above
another. Favouritism is when we show
partiality or preference to one person to the
exclusion of others. We begin to feel like
one person has more worth because of how
they dress, or how much money they have,
or their position or what we feel they have
done for us. The Bible makes it clear that
favouritism should not be part of our lives.
Yet it seems such a natural thing.
Favouritism has its root in our personal
preferences and not in the value of people.
Favouritism is destructive, in families, in
schools, in law, in society and in life. It robs
us of something, perhaps something that we
never knew we needed. The Bible tells us
that God does not show favouritism and
neither should we. It's not always easy, but
we must deal with it and walk in victory in
this aspect.

B. DISCRIMINATION
Discrimination is another aspect that can
destroy relationships.
James 2:4 '...Have you not
discriminated among
yourselves...'
When we discriminate, we move on from
favouritism and now we actually make a
distinction and we place people into certain
categories. It comes with a ruthlessness that
assigns people into different positions. No
longer are we only dealing with our
preference, it now becomes a decision. We
begin to say that certain people are always like
that. I think the root cause of discrimination is
pride and thinking that we are better than
others. It can even lead to institutional
discrimination as it did in certain countries. It
brings great destruction. Discrimination can
also the result of our conditioning and how we
were taught by the examples of others.
Discrimination comes in, the moment we have
an 'us and them' mentality. How do we
overcome this in our lives? We look at the
example Jesus set, and we follow that. He
washed the feet of Judas, knowing that Judas
was traitor. He ministered in Gentile regions
and in Samaria. He came to earth to break
down the barriers that separated people. We
are told what to do.
Philippians 2:3 'Do nothing
out of selfish ambition or
vain conceit. Rather, in
humility value others above
yourselves.'

C. JUDGEMENTALISM
There is another aspect that can destroy
relationship, and that is judgementalism.
James 2:4 '...have you not
discriminated among
yourselves and become
judges with evil thoughts?'

5
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Judgementalism is to have a tendency to judge
harshly. I was a victim of this myself. As a young
man, I was carrying a great weight of responsibility.
It necessitated many meetings with many people
and the making of quick, accurate decisions. Over
time I developed this and when people walked into
my office and I would take one look at them and
already make my decision before even hearing
them out. It was born out of necessity, but it was
very destructive, and I had to repent of it. I
remember my late father preaching a sermon
entitled: 'STOP JUDGING ONE ANOTHER!' Perhaps
we need to hear a message like that again. It is afterall what Jesus tells us to do. The Lord Jesus was
extremely practical in His advice to us.
In Matthew 7:1 Jesus commanded
us not to judge others: 'Do not
judge others!'
Judging others always boomerangs onto us.
Matthew 7:1 'Do not judge
others, and you will not be
judged.'
Matthew 5:7 'Blessed are the
merciful, for they will be shown
mercy.'
God would never tell us to do something we cannot
do!

BE MORE HUMAN
This is the challenge to each one of us in the area of
relationships. The question is what are we to do? I
would like to suggest that we 'be more human!'
What does it mean to be more human? I think Jesus
spoke into this aspect.
Matthew 7:12 'Do to others
whatever you would like them to
do to you.'
This is what we are designed and instructed to do. I
believe the most human people will be the best
people. I believe the most human companies will be
the best companies. I believe the most human
churches will be the most effective churches. I
believe if we could be more human, it would change
the whole atmosphere of our lives. You see, I
believe kindness is good for us. I recently discussed
this matter with a qualified professional who has
looked into this subject. She shared with me the
following:
6
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1. Scientific evidence has proven that kindness changes
the brain and impacts the heart and immune system
and may even be an antidote to depression.
2. We are actually genetically wired to be kind.
3. When we are kind, our bodies are healthiest.
4. Love and kindness can make a damaged heart
regenerate faster and can even extend lifespan.
5. That kindness and compassion stimulate the nervous
system to combat inflammation, the underlying
source of most diseases, including cancer.
1. And lastly:
6. Gratitude can make you at least 25% happier.You see,
you are wired to be kind.
James 2:13 'Mercy triumphs over
judgment.'
We should begin to move in mercy, kindness and 'being more
human'. Mercy brings with it more rewards than judgement.
Let's ask ourselves what Jesus would do, and then let us do it
and follow His example.

HIDDEN TREASURES
You see, it is within relationships that we will discover hidden
treasures. We discover that it may not be as it seems and
under all the issues and challenges within relationships there
are great treasures to be discovered.
James 2:5 'Listen, my dear brothers and
sisters: Has not God chosen those who are
poor in the eyes of the world to be rich in
faith...'
Here we see the hidden treasure. The poor (in the eyes of the
world) are rich in faith. There is a hidden treasure within each
and every human being, that includes the ones you like and
the ones you don't like. As I mentioned at the beginning, I
have had the joy of being able to maintain life-long
relationships. In this, I have discovered that at the most
needed time, the most unlikely people have become the very
treasure I needed to be able to get through what I was facing.
You see, the hidden treasure in others, may not be revealed
until the moment you need it in your life. This is all
dependent on your staying in relationship with those you
come in contact with. Life is all about relationships. Let us do
what the Apostle James told us to do. Value relationships
with all others, don't show favouritism, don't discriminate,
don't judge, but rather show mercy and discover the hidden
treasure God has placed in each person, regardless of their
personality, wealth or position. Mercy triumphs over
judgement!
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Spending
Disagreements
In marriage
By: MarriageMissions.com

Are you and your spouse involved in
spending disagreements? If you are, you’re
in the same boat as multiple millions of
couples. Everyone who is married will find
areas of their lives where they disagree, and
money is a common area. Actually, “money
is the number one issue married couples
fight about” and it’s “the 2nd leading cause
of divorce, behind infidelity!” But as serious
as this is, it doesn’t mean that you can’t work
as a marital team to find reasonable ways to
marry your different spending “styles” so it
works for both of you. It may be difficult but
it is doable.

Marital Spending Disagreements
Steve and I have had to work through our
differing ways of handling money quite a few
times in our marriage. It’s rarely a “once and
for all” situation where you resolve your
differences and never have to visit the
subject again. But that’s all part of the
dynamics of being married. Keep in mind
that you don’t have to be “joined at the hip”
in every bit of money that you spend. We
budget it so we each have a bit of individual
spending money. We can spend it any way
we want as long as it’s legal and wouldn’t
hurt our spouse—that’s important.
Whatever you do, spend your individual and
household money in such a way that it isn’t
done at the sacrifice of your marital
relationship.This goes along with something
that Drs Les and Leslie Parrot wrote
concerning spending disagreements:
8
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Are You on the Same Page?
“How do we prevent the monthly fights over
bills and budgets? If your regular financial
check-ins tend to dissolve into ugly fights, take
a step back to see how you can work together
to prevent those unnecessary conflicts. Do you
have different spending or saving styles? Does
one or both of you hate dealing with financial
matters? Does budgeting stress you out? “One
easy way to prevent the monthly money fight
is to make decisions about how your money
gets dispersed before you ever sit down with
the books. Then, figure out the nonnegotiables for each of you. What items do you
need every month (or every two months), and
what do they cost? You might want to agree on
a finite amount of money that each of you gets
every month to avoid excessive check-ins
surrounding purchases.” (From their blog,
“Finances: Get on the Same Page With
Spouse”) Just make sure you talk about your
views on these types of matters to better
understand each other’s perspectives. And
then work to see how you can honour each
other’s needs and wants.

Concerning Spending Disagreements
Here are a few additional tips for you to
prayerfully consider: First: “Think ahead to
avoid financial problems. ‘Which of you,
desiring to build a tower, does not first sit
down and count the cost, whether he has
enough to complete it?‘ (Luke 14:28) Too
often, couples put off planning until they’re so
deeply in debt that it seems impossible to get
out. That’s not planning; it’s reacting. Couples
need to begin planning by writing down their
goals and objectives. This should include a
balanced budget. These goals and objectives
need to be reviewed yearly.” (Chuck Bentley)
Also, realise: “Money was designed to be our
servant, never our master. Getting a proper
perspective on money is the first step to
solving financial conflicts. The second step
relates to whether you handle money as
partners or competitors. Certainly, one
partner will need to pay the monthly bills. But
this doesn’t mean the bookkeeper controls the
money. Together you must develop a plan for
processing your finances.” (Gary D. Chapman)
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Money Perspective
And then to get a better “perspective on
money” here are some thoughts written by Joe
Gatsulao (sent to us from the Philippines), on
the subject of spending disagreements:
“Gather couples from anywhere in the world
and ask them what is the most troubled area of
their marriage. Alongside ‘communication,’
you will probably find money mentioned with
amazing frequency. The problem [usually] isn’t
inflation. It isn’t how much or how little you
have. It is who does what with what you have.
How you spend your money tells a great deal
about you and your values—what you consider
to be important. Tell me how you spend your
money, and I will tell you what you really value
in life. Without even thinking about it, you are
writing a family history week by week. “’No, not
me!’ you may be thinking, ‘I’m not writing
anything.’ But you are, in the stubs of your
chequebook. “Money is amoral—it’s neither
good nor evil in itself. When money is a
problem in a marriage or a family, I’ve
discovered that the financial problems are
usually just the tip of the iceberg. Hidden
beneath the surface usually lies the iceberg of
selfishness. Love is a commitment, a decision to
care regardless of the temperature of the
heart. And that commitment includes our
funds.

God’s Design
“For marriage to work as God designed, there
has to be a blending of two lives where each
begins to live for the other. You cease thinking
of ‘my money’ and ‘her money,’ it’s ‘our
money.’ There may be times when separate
bank accounts are necessary, but the
separation of what you have into two piles is
usually a sign of the separation, which already
began in your hearts.
“Long ago Amos asked the
question, ‘Do two walk
together unless they have
agreed to do so?’ (Amos 3:3)

AliveToGod.com | August 2019

The obvious answer is ‘NO!’ In marriage, money usually
implies control. It’s the golden rule, ‘He who has the gold,
rules.’ But in marriages that really work, there may be a
shortage of money but never the conflict of two battling
over who is going to spend it for what. The better way is
each for the other and both for the Lord.
“’ What is your source of quarrels and
conflicts among you? Is it not the source
of your pleasures that wage war in your
members? You lust and do not have; so
you commit murder. And you are
envious and cannot obtain; so you fight
and quarrel. You do not have because
you do not ask. You ask and you do not
receive, because you ask with wrong
motives, so that you may spend it on
your pleasures’ (James 4:1-3)”

Oppositional Spending Disagreements
Those are tough thoughts, and tough words, but they are
true. To get to a healthier financial place in your marriage,
you need to work on embracing each other as “more
important than yourself” as we’re told in the Bible. It’s
important to be intentional in working together to “get on
the same page” in your marriage partnership—including
financially. Often times you need to fix your marital
partnership issues before you can “fix” your financial
problems. Do you treat each other with value, love, and
respect in other areas of your marriage? If you do, then
you are on your way to working through your spending
disagreements. Apply the same principles to talking
together about your finances. This includes listening to
each other, and making sure each other feels heard and
valued. Relatedly, here are some additional thoughts on
money management that may help you as you are working
on your relationship: “In many cases, heavy debt causes a
marriage to fall apart. Years ago, I mentored a married
man who was carrying a HUGE credit-card debt. He asked
what to do about it. I responded, “The same way you’d eat
an elephant—one bite at a time. But to keep the elephant
from growing, set all your cards on a cookie sheet in an
oven and melt them down.” Easy credit is not just a
mammoth monster. It’s a marriage eater.” (From the
book, “Moments With You” by Dennis and Barbara
Rainey)

Debt Causing Division
No matter what you do though, don’t allow your money
problems to split you up. Here are a few thoughts on this
matter:

10
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“Before I lost my first job, I never understood why a married couple would
get divorced over money. It really seemed rather petty to me, but that
was before I was constantly bickering with my husband Scott over every
little dime. Money is stressful when you don’t know how to manage it.
The best advice I can give you is to make sure you stick together along the
rocky road. No one enjoys being financially stretched. Remember that
you’re in this together, and if you’re feeling stress, chances are your
spouse is too.” (Julie Anne Fidler)
On this matter, financial expert, Dave Ramsey gives this additional insight:
“There’s a joke that says, ‘Marriage is grand, but divorce is 50 grand.’ (This
means that divorce is multiple times more expensive than people realise
in many, many ways.) If you can’t make it financially together, you’re
going to have a real hard time making it apart. What I tell couples is that
the enemy is out there. Hang onto each other and work through these
problems together, rather than separately.” And then, below Karen M.
Pina gives some great advice. It’s very similar to something a pastor told
us years ago. We have to say that it has helped us in our marriage
immensely: “Move Forward Now. I shoulda did ‘x’ or I woulda did ‘y’ isn’t
gonna get you free in your finances. It’s done now. Don’t pout about it,
blame your partner, or let it paralyse you into inactivity. Think of it like
this, the longer you do nothing, the longer you stay in bondage. Commit
to moving forward now.”

Moving Forward
Work to “think together.” You may not always think alike, but you can
work to think together as partners in your finances and your marriage.
“The very process of establishing a workable budget can help a hurting
marriage simply because of the level of communication and cooperation
it takes.” (Dave Ramsey)

Unhealthy Spending Disagreements
Concerning this issue, we love what Dave Ramsey advised a wife. She said
that she felt sick over the spending disagreements she and her husband
were having. He told her to talk with her husband and state:
“We’re going to sit down, and we’re going to lay everything out on the
table. Everybody’s going to know everything. You smelled sickness
because there’s sickness. This is not devastating to your young marriage.
It’s not the end of the world in your young marriage, but if it goes
untreated, it is the DNA of serious problems later. You’ve got the germ in
there in your relationship. It’s got to be stamped out.”
Lastly: Above all, we hope you will look into your heart and motives to
work for the financial and spiritual betterment of your marriage. Don’t
allow money to possess your heart and eyesight. It makes a lousy god and
it dishonours our Lord when you allow it to separate you as a couple.
No matter what, in all you do, keep in mind the following words found in
Philippians 4:19, “And my God will meet all your
needs according to His glorious riches in Christ
Jesus.“
He has for us, and we know He can for you as you follow HIS ways of
approaching financial matters.
11
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Being Satisfied
With what

By: christianpf.com

We have

How does the phrase “be satisfied
with what you have” strike you? I
confess that it bothers me. I might
be a pretty content guy, but the idea
of being satisfied with what I have
implies that I shouldn’t be hoping for
more . . . a nicer house or a more
dependable car or even a fancier cell
phone. Could this satisfaction be an
indictment against ambition or a
mandate for lethargy? I wonder. Yet
scripture speaks clearly:
Don’t love money;
be satisfied with
what you have. –
Hebrews 13:5 NLT
Because I believe that God’s word is
always true whether I like it or not, I
have been digging to better
understand the “whys” and “hows”
of this command. Follow along for
what I have been learning:
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Why We Should Be Satisfied
1. It’s an antidote to loving money.
If you are struggling with this concept, let me ask
you another question: “Do you think it is okay to
love money?” I am guessing most of you are
saying, “Of course not! We should love God and
each other . . . not money!”
Read Hebrews 13:5 (NLT) again: “Don’t love
money; be satisfied with what you have.”
The problem is this: being content with our current
circumstances is directly linked to not loving
money. Stated differently, if we are not satisfied
with what we have, we evidently have a love for
money. But, the good news is this: When we
develop a satisfied mindset, we are liberated from
loving money. It is the antidote.

13
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2. We will learn to trust God.
The full verse reads:
“Don’t love money; be
satisfied with what you
have. For God has said, ‘I
will never fail you. I will
never abandon you.’” –
Hebrews 13:5 NLT

What a promise! But do we believe it?
Do I believe it? Am I willing to transfer
my love of money to a trust in God?
Great question, and here we are
getting to the crux of the issue: being
satisfied with what we have requires
a deep trust in God. That is a good
thing.
3. We will live without fear.
The very next verse in this passage
reads, “So we can say with
confidence, ‘The LORD is my helper,
so I will have no fear. What can mere
people do to me?’ ”What do we fear?
Losing our jobs? Not getting that next
promotion? As long we trust in
ourselves or in other people, we are
perpetually living on the verge of
failure and disappointment. However,
if we can learn to trust God, who
promises to never fail us or leave us,
we have absolutely nothing to fear.

14
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How to Be Satisfied
Remembering that I am writing this to myself as well as
to you, here are some bullet point thoughts:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Be intentional about living with less instead of
wanting more.
When you accumulate more, give more.
Be thankful for what you already have instead of
resenting what you don’t have.
Know the difference between needs and wants.
Be satisfied with God’s sufficiency for your needs.
Distinguish between temporal and eternal. All of
our money and possession in this life will pass
away. God’s provisions last forever.

You know . . . this idea of being satisfied with what we
have is sounding pretty good to me. Doing so will break
me free from a love of money, help me develop a deeper
trust in God and purge fear from my life.

15
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Being Real
By: Andrew Roebert

Being fathers and mothers is not easy. But
God meant that we should be good fathers
and good mothers. How can we become
good fathers and mothers? I believe that
there are some simple keys that will help
us to become the fathers and mothers that
God intended us to be. You don’t have to
be a physical father or mother to play a
role of fathering. God wants to raise up a
generation of men and women who are
real fathers and mothers. What can we do
to be effective fathers and mothers, to our
children or to those who look to us as
people who play such a role?

Fathers &
Mothers

ENCOURAGE
Always encourage. Take time to honestly
encourage your children. The purpose of
encouragement is to strengthen and
harness the power within others to move
them towards what is in their best
interests. Always encourage when you see
positive signs. Real fathers and real
mothers have their children’s best
interests at heart. Have the best interests
of your children at heart. Inspire with
children with courage, spirit and hope
Spur them on and give them help.
Encourage, encourage, encourage and do
not stop.
16
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BE THERE FOR YOUR CHILDREN
Stand with your children. Give them
your support. If one of them is battling,
help them. Your children must never
become a burden. They must always
remain your prized possession. If they
experience problems stay with them.
Never distance yourself from them. Stay
connected to them
TALK WITH YOUR CHILDREN
Communication is such a vital part of our
relationships. Communicate not to say
things, but communicate to say how
much you love and appreciate. Find out
what their needs are. Make an effort to
meet those needs. Open up to your
children. Impart life to them. Make it
known to them, how much they mean to
you. Communication helps us stay
connected with each other.
MOTIVATE THEM
Give them a reason to live. Show them
the right way and egg them on. Tell them
that they are doing the right thing. Urge
them forward. Give them purpose and
help them realise that they have a
destiny to fulfil. They are not here by
mistake.

17
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BE HAPPY FOR THEM
When they accomplish something or get
something right be happy for them. Be
exited for them. Make every effort to
make sure that they succeed. Be happy
for them when they surpass your own
level of success. Be genuinely interested
and happy for them in what they do.
Perhaps their interests differ from yours
or what you had hoped they would be,
be happy for them. Be happy for them.
SEE YOUR FAMILY AS A TEAM
Each member fulfils and different
function. There are different roles. The
family is not a boss/employee
relationship. It is a father/son
relationship. Give them opportunity.
Pursue winning as a team. When one
member wins we all win. We are not
threatened by the progress of any one
member. We are a team. We stand
together. We make the weak look good
and the strong look better. This is what
team is all about.
HELP YOUR CHILDREN
Give assistance to your children and help
them. Don’t be a scorekeeper.
Remembering everything that you have
done
for
them.
Help
them
unconditionally. Help them and expect
nothing in return. Help them, help them
some more and keep on helping them.
Giving help is your privilege and a
blessing.

18
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PRAY FOR THEM.
Pray for your children. Ask God to bless,
lead and guide them. Pray for their
health and their wellbeing. Don’t stop
praying for them. Expect God to come
through for each of them. Ask God to
make Himself and His presence real to
them. If God is real to your family, they
will follow Him.

BE INTERESTED
Show a genuine interest in what is
happening in their lives. Be interested in
their dreams and visions. Speak about
them and what they are doing. Let
conversation revolve around them. Be
effectively involved with their interests.
Have a share in what they are doing. Be
concerned for them. Never be aloof or
indifferent. Get involved and get your
hands dirty.
MAKE YOURSELF AVAILABLE.
Make time for your family. Fit them into
your plans and schedule. Make it real to
them that they are a priority to you.
They want to be with you, but the curse
of the modern age is that we are all too
busy. Never be too busy. Let your time
together be a happy time. Look for
things to do together and spend time
together.
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