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THE _WORLD PLACES._A PRIORITY ON INNER
PEACE, AND IT OFFERS THOUSANDS OF
SUGGESTIONS TO THOSE WHO SEEK “PEACE
"OF MIND AND SOUL.” USUALLY, THE GURUS
OF INNER PEACE POINT TO ONESELF AS THE
SOURCE OF PEACE. THERE IS MUCH TALK OF
MEDITATION, FINDING AN “INNER LIGHT,”
AND CHAKRAS. IF WE NEED ANY HELP FROM
OUTSIDE OF OURSELVES, WORLDLY WISDOM
SAYS, IT WILL COME IN THE FORM OF A
“SPIRIT GUIDE” OR PERHAPS SOME CRYSTALS
OR HERBS. THE PROBLEM WITH SUCH ADVICE,
BESIDES THE OBVIOUS ENDORSEMENT OF
WITCHCRAFT, IS THAT IT COMPLETELY
IGNORES THE SOURCE OF TRUE PEACE—THE
LORD JESUS CHR|ST AliveToGod.com July 2021
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The Bible has a lot to say about peace. Jesus is called the Prince of Peace (Isaiah 9:6). Paul refers
to “the God of all peace” (Romans 15:13, 33; Galatians 6:16). The term peace is often used as a
greeting and a benediction (see Luke 24:36). So what exactly is peace, and how can we have
“inner peace”?

A word often translated “peace” in the Bible actually means “to tie together as a whole, when all
essential parts are joined together.” Inner peace, then, is a wholeness of mind and spirit, a
whole heart at rest. Inner peace has little to do with external surroundings. Jesus said, “Peace I
leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts
be troubled and do not be afraid.” He had also told His followers that “in this world you will have
many troubles. But take heart! I have overcome the world” (John 16:33). So peace is not the
absence of trouble; it is the presence of God.

Peace is a fruit of the Holy Spirit (Galatians 5:22). When the “God of all peace” comes to live
inside a believing heart (1 Corinthians 6:19), He begins to produce His own characteristics in
that life. Inner peace comes from knowing that circumstances are temporary and that God is
sovereign over all (Isaiah 46:9-11). Peace comes from exercising faith in the character of God
and His Word. We can have peace in the midst of challenges when we remember that “all things
work together for the good to those who love God and are called according to His purpose”
(Romans 8:28). We can choose peace rather than give way to fear and worry. Inner peace
resulting from a relationship with God allows us to keep things in proper perspective. We can
accept difficult situations on earth by remembering that our citizenship is in heaven
(Philippians 3:20).
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We are commanded to “live in peace” with
others, as far as it is up to us (Romans 12:18;
2 Corinthians 13:11; Hebrews 12:14). To live
at peace means we interact with those
around us in accordance with our own
wholeness of mind. Our reactions to
circumstances can bring peace to an
otherwise chaotic situation. Jesus said,
“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will
be called the children of God” (Matthew 5:9).
And James 3:18 says, “Peacemakers who sow
in peace reap a harvest of righteousness.”
God'’s desire is that we who know Him learn
to live in peace within ourselves first. Then
we can radiate that peace to others, bringing
calmness and wisdom to tense situations,
and in so doing be lights in the world
(Matthew 5:14; Philippians 2:14-15).
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JOSHUA 6:1-20
(NKJV)

Now Jericho was securely shut up because of the children of Israel; none went out, and none
came in. 2 And the LORD said to Joshua: ‘See! I have given Jericho into your hand, its king, and
the mighty men of valour. 3 You shall march around the city, all you men of war; you shall go all
around the city once. This you shall do six days. 4 And seven priests shall bear seven trumpets
of rams' horns before the ark. But the seventh day you shall march around the city seven times,
and the priests shall blow the trumpets. 5 It shall come to pass, when they make a long blast with
the ram's horn, and when you hear the sound of the trumpet, that all the people shall shout with
a great shout; then the wall of the city will fall down flat. And the people shall go up every man
straight before him.' 6 Then Joshua the son of Nun called the priests and said to them, "Take up
the ark of the covenant, and let seven priests bear seven trumpets of rams' horns before the ark
of the LORD.' 7 And he said to the people, Proceed, and march around the city, and let him who
is armed advance before the ark of the LORD.' 8 So it was, when Joshua had spoken to the
people, that the seven priests bearing the seven trumpets of rams' horns before the LORD
advanced and blew the trumpets, and the ark of the covenant of the LORD followed them. 9 The
armed men went before the priests who blew the trumpets, and the rear guard came after the
ark, while the priests continued blowing the trumpets. 10 Now Joshua had commanded the
people, saying, 'You shall not shout or make any noise with your voice, nor shall a word proceed
out of your mouth, until the day I say to you, 'Shout!' Then you shall shout.' 11 So he had the ark
of the LORD circle the city, going around it once. Then they came into the camp and lodged in
the camp.14 And the second day they marched around the city once and returned to the camp.
So they did six days. 15 But it came to pass on the seventh day that they rose early, about the
dawning of the day, and marched around the city seven times in the same manner. On that day
only they marched around the city seven times. 16 And the seventh time it happened, when the
priests blew the trumpets, that Joshua said to the people: 'Shout, for the LORD has given you the
city! 20 So the people shouted when the priests blew the trumpets. And it happened when the
people heard the sound of the trumpet, and the people shouted with a great shout, that the wall
FELL DOWN FLAT. Then the people went up into the city, every man straight before him, and
they took the city.
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