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Easter 

A TIME TO REMEMBER AND A TIME TO REJOICE! 
 

By Andrew Roebert 
 
Easter is a special time! A time when we celebrate what Jesus did for us.   We remember how He died for us and we remember 
how He rose again and conquered death.  We remember how He made it possible for our sins to be forgiven.  We remember 
how the access to the Holy of Holies was open for all. It is a special time! 
 

JESUS, THE MESSIAH 

 
Jesus is the Messiah! Generations had waited for Him - 
the Saviour, the Prince of Peace.  Pilate questioned Jesus 
on this very issue. 
 
Luke 23:3 So Pilate asked Him, "Are You their Messiah - 
their King?"  "Yes," Jesus replied, "it is as you say." 
 
By His own admission, Jesus settled the issue - forever.  
Never to be debated again.  Jesus reply was YES.  He is the 
Messiah!  He is the Saviour!  He is the Prince of Peace, the 
mighty God, the one we all needed.  Today He can be your 
Messiah. 
 

CRUCIFY HIM, CRUCIFY HIM 
 
This was the cry of the people. 
 
Luke 23:20-21 Pilate argued with them, for he wanted to 
release Jesus. But they shouted, "Crucify him! Crucify 
him!" 
 
Today people still shout those words in their hearts. 
Crucifixion was their idea.  This was humanities cry.  Still 
today people reject Him.  Don't reject Jesus today!  Invite 
Him into your hearts. 
 

JESUS WAS SENTENCED TO DIE 
 
Pilate sentenced Jesus to die. He did what the people 
wanted. 
 

Luke 23:24 So Pilate sentenced Jesus to die as they 
demanded. 
 
They released a criminal (Barabbas) and sentenced Jesus 
to death.  Jesus was the innocent one.  The innocent had 
to pay the price for the guilty.  Jesus was willing to do this.  
For all the generations.  It was for you and me. 
 

ABLE TO FORGIVE 
 
Jesus was able to forgive.  In the midst of all the suffering 
and injustice He could forgive.   He could because He 
knew no sin.  
 
Luke 23:34 "Father, forgive these people," Jesus said, "for 
they don't know what they are doing." 
 
Jesus did not retaliate. He did not fight back. Jesus 
entrusted Himself to Him who judges justly.  He left the 
judging to God.  He did not look for revenge.  He did not 
demand an apology.  He just forgave.  Never, never, has 
there been such love. 
 

THEY CRUCIFIED HIM 
 
They saw it through!  The crucified Jesus, the Messiah! 
 
Luke 23:32 When they came to the place called the Skull, 
there they crucified Him. 
 
In a moment prophecy was fulfilled.  Imagine the pain and 
the suffering… This is an extended death.  Not a 'kind' 
quick death.  But an extended suffering.  THEY CRUCIFIED 
HIM! 
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THE CURTAIN  

IN THE TEMPLE WAS TORN 
 
Luke 23:44-45 By now it was noon, and darkness fell 
across the whole land for three hours, until three o'clock. 
The light from the sun was gone - and suddenly the thick 
veil hanging in the Temple split apart. 
 
This was a significant event. The curtain had separated 
the Holy of Holies from the temple.  Only the high priest 
was able, once a year, to enter the very presence of God.  
In this instant, the Holy of Holies was opened to all.  We 
could have access to the presence of God.  Access to God 
was made available to us forever. 
 

JESUS DIED 

 
History's turning point. As Jesus died. 
 
Luke 23:46 Then Jesus shouted, "Father, I commit My 
Spirit to You," and with those words He died. 
 
At this time God turned His back on Jesus!  As He placed 
the sin of the world on His Son.  Jesus died for you and for 
me.  He is the turning point of our lives. 

 

HE IS NOT HERE 
 
Luke 24:1-3 But very early on Sunday morning they took 
the ointments to the tomb - and found that the huge stone 
covering the entrance had been rolled aside. So they went 
in - but the Lord Jesus' body was gone. 
 
When Jesus died, even His disciples and friends lost hope.  
They went to look for His body in the tomb.  Every effort 
had been made to secure His body.  The tomb had been 
sealed.  Guards had been placed on duty to guard the 
tomb.  But by the time the disciples got there, He was 
gone. 
 

HE IS ALIVE 
 
Luke 24:6 He isn't here! He has come back to life again! 
 
He is alive!  What a story.  Alive never to die again.  Having 
made the way clear for us to know Him and to have 
eternal life.  God's gift to us was Jesus. Today Jesus is still 
God's gift to each of us.  Have you accepted this gift?  If 
so then let's rejoice today.  If not, why not? 
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What does it mean that Jesus died for our sins? 
 

GotQuestions.org 
 
 
Simply put, without Jesus’ death on the cross for our sins, 
no one would have eternal life. Jesus Himself said: "I am 
the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the 
Father except through me” (John 14:6). In this statement, 
Jesus declares the reason for His birth, death and 
resurrection—to provide the way to heaven for sinful 
mankind, who could never get there on their own. 
 
When God created Adam and Eve, they were perfect in 
every way and lived in a virtual paradise, the Garden of 
Eden (Genesis 2:15). God created man in His image, 
meaning they also had the freedom to make decisions 
and choices of their own free will. Genesis 3 goes on to 
describe how Adam and Eve succumbed to Satan’s 
temptations and lies. In doing so, they disobeyed the will 
of God by eating of the tree of knowledge from which 
they were forbidden: “And the LORD God commanded 
the man, ‘You are free to eat from any tree in the garden; 
but you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of 
good and evil, for when you eat of it you will surely die’” 
(Genesis 2:16-17). This was the first sin committed by 
man and, as a result, all mankind is subject to both 
physical and eternal death by virtue of our sinful nature 
inherited from Adam.  
 
God declared that all who sin will die, both physically and 
spiritually. This is the fate of all mankind. But God, in His 

grace and mercy, provided a way out of this dilemma, the 
shed blood of His perfect Son on the cross. God declared 
that “without the shedding of blood, there is no 
forgiveness” (Hebrews 9:22), but through the shedding of 
blood, redemption is provided. The Law of Moses (Exodus 
20:2-17) provided a way for the people to be considered 
“sinless” or “right” in God’s eyes—the offering of animals 
sacrificed for every sin they committed. These sacrifices 
were only temporary, though, and were really a 
foreshadowing of the perfect, once-for-all sacrifice of 
Christ on the cross (Hebrews 10:10).  
 
This is why Jesus came and why He died, to become the 
ultimate and the final sacrifice, the perfect (without 
blemish) sacrifice for our sins (Colossians 1:22; 1 Peter 
1:19). Through Him, the promise of life eternal with God 
becomes effective through faith to those who believe in 
Jesus. “So that what was promised, being given through 
faith in Jesus Christ, might be given to those who believe” 
(Galatians 3:22). These two words “faith” and “believing” 
are critical to our salvation. It is through our believing in 
the shed blood of Christ for our sins that we receive 
eternal life. “For it is by grace you have been saved, 
through faith—and this not from yourselves, it is the gift 
of God—not by works, so that no one can boast” 
(Ephesians 2:8-9).   
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The phrase “blood of Christ” is used several times in the 
New Testament and is the expression of the sacrificial 
death and full atoning work of Jesus on our behalf. 
References to the Savior’s blood include the reality that 
He literally bled on the cross, but more significantly that 
He bled and died for sinners. The blood of Christ has the 
power to atone for an infinite number of sins committed 
by an infinite number of people throughout the ages, and 
all whose faith rests in that blood will be saved. 
 
The reality of the blood of Christ as the means of 
atonement for sin has its origin in the Mosaic Law. Once 
a year, the priest was to make an offering of the blood of 
animals on the altar of the temple for the sins of the 
people. “In fact, the law requires that nearly everything 
be cleansed with blood, and without the shedding of 
blood there is no forgiveness” (Hebrews 9:22). But this 
was a blood offering that was limited in its effectiveness, 
which is why it had to be offered again and again. This 
was a foreshadowing of the “once for all” sacrifice which 
Jesus offered on the cross (Hebrews 7:27). Once that 
sacrifice was made, there was no longer a need for the 
blood of bulls and goats.  
 
The blood of Christ is the basis of the New Covenant. On 
the night before He went to the cross, Jesus offered the 
cup of wine to His disciples and said, "This cup is the new 
covenant in my blood, which is poured out for you” (Luke 
22:20). The pouring of the wine in the cup symbolized the 

blood of Christ which would be poured out for all who 
would ever believe in Him. When He shed His blood on 
the cross, He did away with the Old Covenant 
requirement for the continual sacrifices of animals. Their 
blood was not sufficient to cover the sins of the people, 
except on a temporary basis, because sin against a holy 
and infinite God requires a holy and infinite sacrifice. “But 
those sacrifices are an annual reminder of sins, because 
it is impossible for the blood of bulls and goats to take 
away sins” (Hebrews 10:3). While the blood of bulls and 
goats were a “reminder” of sin, “the precious blood of 
Christ, a lamb without blemish or defect” (1 Peter 1:19) 
paid in full the debt of sin we owe to God, and we need 
no further sacrifices for sin. Jesus said, “It is finished” as 
He was dying, and He meant just that—the entire work of 
redemption was completed forever, “having obtained 
eternal redemption” for us (Hebrews 9:12). 
 
Not only does the blood of Christ redeem believers from 
sin and eternal punishment, but “His blood will make our 
consciences pure from useless acts so we may serve the 
living God” (Hebrews 9:14 NCV). This means that not only 
are we now free from having to offer sacrifices which are 
“useless” to obtain salvation, but we are free from having 
to rely on worthless and unproductive works of the flesh 
to please God. Because the blood of Christ has redeemed 
us, we are now new creations in Christ (2 Corinthians 
5:17), and by His blood we are freed from sin to serve the 
living God, to glorify Him, and to enjoy Him forever. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

What is the meaning of 

the blood of Christ? 
GotQuestions.org 
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- CARRYING OR CARRIED - 

By Andrew Roebert 
 
There is so much in life that we carry.  In the course of life 
we pick up baggage.  Oftentimes this baggage is carried 
with us through life. The truth of the matter is that God 
wants to carry us. Why is it that we end up carrying so 
much? I believe that is comes down to our choices. We 
can decide if we will carry a load or be carried by a load-
carrying God. What will your choice be? 
 

WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO CARRY? 
 
The word carry is usually used in conjunction with a load 
or a weight.  The dictionary tells us that to carry means to 
sustain the weight or burden of something. Is there some 
weight or burden that you are carrying?  I have watched 
people carry their own burdens through life. Many times 
these burdens seem to get heavier as time goes on.  We 
were not designed to walk through life carrying our own 
burdens.  God wants to be our burden bearer.  
 

WHAT WE CARRY CANNOT HELP US 
 
Oftentimes the things that we carry within ourselves only 
bring sadness and misery.  We often carry things around 
that cannot help us.  
 
Isaiah 46:7 They carry it around on their shoulders, and 
when they set it down, it stays there, for it cannot move! 
And when someone prays to it, there is no answer, for it 
cannot get him out of his trouble. 
 
These people were going to all the effort of carrying 
around an idol. But after going to all this effort the idol 
could still do nothing for them.  Sometimes the issues and 
burdens we carry through life can become idols in our 
lives (things we give a lot of time and attention to), but 
they cannot help us in life.  We need to be free of all those 
things that could hold us back or inhibit us.  This is what 
God wants to do for us. 
 

GOD WANTS TO CARRY US 
 
God wants to do this for us: 
 
Isaiah 46:4 I will be your God through all your lifetime, 
yes, even when your hair is white with age. I made you 
and I will care for you. I will carry you along and be your 
Saviour. 
 
What a joy to be carried as opposed to carrying a weight 
through life.  God wants to carry us.  Listen to what the 
scripture says: ‘and I will care for you. I will carry you 
along and be your Savior’.  What more could we want?  
Why would we settle for anything less? 
 

GOD WANTS TO CARRY OUR SIN 
 
1 Peter 2:24 He personally carried the load of our sins in 
his own body when he died on the cross so that we can be 
finished with sin and live a good life from now on. For his 
wounds have healed ours! 
 
God carried our sin.  Why did He do this?  So that we could 
be finished with sin and no longer need to carry it around 
with us.  
 
Psalm 103:12-13 He has removed our sins as far away 
from us as the east is from the west. He is like a father to 
us, tender and sympathetic to those who reverence him. 
 
Because of what Jesus did, we can be free from the 
burden of sin. 
 
Romans 8:2 For the power of the life-giving Spirit—
and this power is mine through Christ Jesus—has 
freed me from the vicious circle of sin and death. 

 

GOD WANTS TO CARRY THE THINGS 

THAT CONCERN US 

 
There are things that we carry through life.  Things 
that are issues and burdens to us.  These pressing 
issues, God also wants to carry.  Those things you are 
worrying about, those things that concern you and 
take up so much of your thoughts, He also wants to 
carry.  Give them to Him and let Him carry them! 
 
Psalm 55:22 Give your burdens to the Lord. 
He will carry them. He will not permit the 
godly to slip or fall. 
 
God does not want to see us 
slip and fall. God wants to 
see us stand and  
be free. 
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THROUGH ALL THE YEARS 
 
God does not want to carry us when things are going 
wrong.  He wants to carry us all along the way, each and 
every step of the way.  God is not a fair weather friend.  
Why would you want to live without God when He wants 
to carry you through all your lifetime?   
 
Isaiah 63:9 In his love and pity he redeemed them and 
lifted them up and carried them through all the years. 
 

Isaiah 46:4 I will be your God through all your 
lifetime, yes, even when your hair is white with 
age. I made you and I will care for you. I will 
carry you along and be your Savior. 

 
                                                             Every step of the way  
                                                            God is there to carry us. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

NO MATTER WHAT 
 
God wants to carry us through everything.  God does not 
want to carry us through this and leave us to our own 
ability with that.  No matter how great your sin or how 
great your burden may be; God is able to carry it. 
 
2 Timothy 2:13 Even when we are too weak to have any 
faith left, he remains faithful to us and will help us, for he 
cannot disown us who are part of himself, and he will 
always carry out his promises to us. 
 
Perhaps you feel a bit weak, even to the point where you 
have no faith left, God still wants to carry you through 
that.  No matter what your condition, no matter what you 
may be going through, God wants to carry you in every 
way. 
 

CARRIED IN THE ARMS OF GOD 
 
Psalm 28:9 Defend your people, Lord; defend and bless 
your chosen ones. Lead them like a shepherd and carry 
them forever in your arms.   
 
1. God wants to carry us and He wants us to know that 
we can be carried by Him. 
 
2. He wants to carry us forever. This carrying power of 
God can be an eternal reality. 
 
3. In His arms. God does not have a group or porters who 
will carry us. He Himself wants to carry us with His own 
arms. 
 
Will you let Him carry you today?  Perhaps you feel you 
problems and pressures are too great?  God is able! 
 

HE WANTS TO TAKE CARE OF US 

 
In His love for us, God wants to carry and take care of you 
and me.  Sometimes I just need to be taken care of, and 
it is wonderful to know that God wants to take care of 
me.   
 
Isaiah 40:11 He will feed his flock like a shepherd; he will 
carry the lambs in his arms and gently lead the ewes with 
young. 
 
Isaiah 33:22 For the Lord is our Judge, our Lawgiver and 
our King; he will care for us and save us. 
 
Matthew 6:30 And if God cares so wonderfully for flowers 
that are here today and gone tomorrow, won’t he more 
surely care for you. 
 
Give God those things that you are carrying.  Don’t hold 
on to your hurts, pains and worries.  Give them to God 
and let him carry them for you.  The choice is our, will we 
spend our lives carrying the burdens, or will we know 
what it is like to have our burdens carried by the burden-
bearer? 
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Keep Focused 
By Pal Roebert 

 

God wants you and I to become focused on Him as never before. We don’t know what lies ahead, 
but we do know Who holds the future.  Much of our confusion, our pain, our indecision come about 

because we are not focused.  Our focus is in the wrong place. 
 
The word “focus” is defined as the point or position at 
which an object must be situated, in order that the image 
may be clear; to adjust the focus of the eyes, or lens, so 
as to see clearly. 
 

Focus on today, not yesterday or tomorrow, 
but on today – NOW! 

 

WHAT DOES THE BIBLE SAY 

ABOUT BEING UNFOCUSED? 
 
James 1:5-8 If any man lacks wisdom let him ask of God 
that gives to all men liberally and upbraideth not.  Only it 
must be in faith that he asks, without wavering. For the 
one who wavers, hesitates, doubts, is like the billowing 
surge out at sea, that is blown hither and thither and 
tossed by the wind.  For truly let not such a person 
imagine that he will receive anything from the Lord.  For 
being as he is – a man of two minds, hesitating, dubious, 
irresolute, he is unstable and unreliable and uncertain 
about everything he does. 
 

WHAT DOES THE BIBLE SAY 

ABOUT BEING FOCUSED? 
 
Colossians 3:1-2  Seek the rich eternal treasures that are 
above, where Christ is seated at the right hand of God and 
set your minds (MINDS) and keep them set on what is 
above – the higher things and not on the things that are 
on the earth.  
 
SET  YOUR  MINDS AND KEEP THEM SET ON WHAT IS 
ABOVE, NOT ON THINGS OF THE EARTH.    Our minds 
determine  how focused we will be. 
 
It is vitally important  that we gird up the loins of our 
mind, because our mind is the biggest battlefield that we 
face.   Many of our problems are rooted in our minds.  
Winning the battle in our minds is most important!  If we 
have negative minds, we will live negative lives. 
 
Satan offers wrong thinking to  everyone, but we do not 
have to accept his thoughts.  He wants to take you 
through By-pass meadow that lands you in the Slough of 
despond.  (Bunyan’s Pilgrim’s Progress) 
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Satan cleverly shifts our focus away from Jesus onto the 
circumstances.  He knows that if he can get this right, you 
and I will be miserable, depressed and unhappy. He 
bombards our minds with cleverly devised suspicions, 
nagging thoughts, doubts, fears and reasoning.  By so 
doing, he succeeds in sapping us of our strength and 
leaving us weak and vulnerable. 
 

OUR MINDS OFTEN CAUSE US TO 

LOSE OUR FOCUS ON JESUS. 
 
Always remember: 
1. We are engaged in a war  
2. Our enemy is Satan  
3. The mind is the battlefield  
4. The devil works diligently to set up strongholds 

in our minds   
5. He does it through well thought out plans and 

deception  
6. He is in no hurry, and he takes his time to work  

out his plan  
 
If we do not do anything about Satan’s attacks on our 
minds, he will slowly erode our focus off Jesus and we will 
be deeply embroiled in our pitiful circumstances.  We 
have to CONTINUALLY resist the attacks and harassments 
of the devil.  James 4:7 
 
We cannot afford to let down our guard and allow Satan 
to ride roughshod over us.  Sometimes we feel almost too 
weak to fight off Satan’s attacks, but we must remember 
that we are in a war – the kingdom of darkness against 
the kingdom of Light.  Let me encourage you to 
determine to fight the good fight of faith. 
 

WE HAVE A CHOICE TO MAKE! 
 
 Am I going to let Satan dominate my mind with negative 
thoughts,   OR am I going to focus my eyes on Jesus and 
my thoughts on God’s Word? 
 
Deuteronomy 32:47 Set your minds and hearts on all the 
words which I command you this day…..They are not 
empty and worthless trifle for you, it is your very life. 
 

LOOKING UNTO JESUS 
 
Hebrews 12:1-3 Since we are surrounded by so great a 
cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight and the 
sin which so easily ensnares us and let us run with 
patience – endurance, the race that is set before us. 
Looking away from all that will distract, unto Jesus, the 
author and finisher of our faith, who for the joy that was 
set before Him endured the cross. 
 
Psalm 121 :1 I will lift up my eyes to the hills from whence 
cometh my help 
   
Psalm 123:1 Unto Thee lift I up my eyes, O Thou Who 
dwellest in the heavens. 

 

 

HOW CAN WE STAY FOCUSED? 
 

1. BY  LOOKING UNTO JESUS 
    
How do you look to Jesus? 
 
TURN INWARDS  -   Don’t look outwards, but REALISE 
Who lives inside of you – no ordinary person, but GOD 
ALMIGHTY.  The Holy Spirit lives inside - not merely an 
influence, but a person = GOD.   
 
Our bodies are the temple of the Holy Spirit.  Learn the 
art of turning inwards for your COMFORT and 
SATISFACTION.  People cannot satisfy the deepest 
longings of your heart.  Turn inwards – Turning inwards 
can save you a lot of heartache.  He is inside of us 24 
hours a day – every moment.   

o Become aware of Him 
o Take notice of Him 
o Make time for Him 
o Acknowledge His presence in you  
o Speak to Him.  We have a dynamic 

force inside of us - we need never 
struggle on in our own - we draw on 
His strength.  

       
Ephesians 3:16 Strengthened with mighty power by His 
Spirit indwelling our inner man. 
 

2.  BY SPEAKING OUT GOD’S WORD 
 
Just like Jesus spoke out the Word when He was tempted 
of the devil       …It is written!   …..It is written!   ….It is 
written  (Matthew 4:4, 7, 10).   
 
James 1:21 So receive and welcome the Word of God,  
which,  when it is implanted and rooted in your hearts, 
contains the power to save your souls. 
    
John 8:32   You will know the TRUTH and the TRUTH will 
set you free 
 
We must get the knowledge of God’s Word and renew 
our minds with HIS WORD.   
 
When we do not know which direction to go: 
 
Isaiah 52:12 The Lord will go before you & the God of 
Israel shall be your rearguard 
 
Isaiah 42:16 I will make darkness into light before you. I 
will make the uneven places a plain  
 
–SPEAK IT OUT! 
 
 When you feel that God has forgotten you: 
 
Isaiah 43:3 When you pass through the waters, I will be 
with you. –SPEAK IT OUT! 

11 
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When you fearful: 
 
Psalm 91:11 He will give His angels special charge over 
you to preserve you. –SPEAK IT OUT! 
 
It is important to speak out God’s Word into the 
atmosphere; the spirit-realm.  God’s Word is creative.  In 
Genesis when God created the heaven and the earth.  He 
spoke and said:  Let there be light and there was light 
(Gen 1:3,6,9,11,14,20,24,26) 
 

10 RESULTS  

OF STAYING FOCUSED 

 

YOU WILL ENJOY GOD’S FAVOUR! 
 
Job 22:28  The light of God’s favour will shine upon your 
way. 
 

YOU WILL RECEIVE THE  
VICTOR’S CROWN OF LIFE! 

 
James 1:12 Blessed is the man who is patient under trial 
and stands up under temptation, for when he has stood 
the test – remained focused he will receive the victor’s 
crown of life. 
 

GOD WILL CAUSE YOU  
TO HAVE HINDS FEET! 

 
Psalm 18:33 He makes my feet like hind’s feet, able to 
stand firmly and make progress on the dangerous heights 
of testing and trouble. 
 

HE WILL GIVE YOU WINGS LIKE EAGLES! 

 
Isaiah 40:31…You shall mount up with wings as eagles. 
 
Psalm 103:5  ..Who satisfies your mouth with good so that 
your youth renewed, is like the eagles – strong, 
overcoming and soaring. 
 

HE WILL MAKE YOU THE HEAD  
AND NOT THE TAIL! 

 
Deuteronomy 28:13 And the Lord shall make you the head 
and not the tail; and you shall be above only and you shall 
not be beneath. 
 

HE WILL PROSPER YOU! 
 
Deuteronomy 28:8 The Lord shall command the blessing 
upon you in your storehouse and in all that you undertake. 
And He will bless you in the land. 
 
Psalm 1:3…and everything he does shall prosper and 
come to maturity. 
 

7HE WILL DEFEAT YOUR ENEMIES! 
 
Deuteronomy 28:7 The Lord shall cause your enemies who 
rise up against you to be defeated before your face; they 
shall come out against you one way and flee before you 
seven ways. 
 
Isaiah 54:17 No weapon that is formed against you shall 
prosper. 

 
YOU WILL KNOW SUPERNATURAL 

STRENGTH! 
 
Ephesians 3:16  strengthened and reinforced with mighty 
power in your inner man by His Spirit. 
 
Psalm 18:29 By your God you will run through a troop. By 
your God you will leap over a wall. 
              

9YOU WILL ENJOY GOD’S PEACE! 

 
John 14:27 Peace I leave with you. My own peace I now 
give and bequeath to you.  Not as the world gives do I give 
to you. Do not let your hearts be troubled neither let them 
be afraid. Stop allowing yourselves to be agitated and 
disturbed and do not allow yourselves to be fearful and 
intimidated and cowardly and unsettled. 
  

1YOU WILL ENJOY ABUNDANT LIFE! 
            
John 10:10 I have come that you may enjoy life and have 
it in abundance. 
 
PRAYER:   Lord Jesus Christ, please give me the grace to 
keep focused on You and who You are and who I am in 
Christ.  In Jesus name Amen. 
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Forgiveness is something very special.  Forgiveness 

is a gift.  It is a gift that you can give, or it is gift that 

we can choose to withhold.  Most times forgiveness 

is an underserved gift that we can give to those who 

have wronged us.  Giving this gift brings freedom, 

while withholding this gift brings bondage.    
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the key to freedom 

 Forgiveness  
 

By Andrew Roebert 
     
There are some things in life that are more important than others.  Some things that have the power to greatly affect our 
lives and our well-being.  It is these things that need to receive our focus and attention.  When it comes to issues of the heart, 
such matters need to be addressed and taken more seriously.  It is for this reason that forgiveness plays such an important 
and vital role in our lives.  The effects of Unforgiveness are too great just to allow the matter to be left unattended.  As we 
learn to forgive, we will discover that it is one of the greatest keys to enjoying freedom in our lives. 
 

WHY IS FORIVENESS SO VITAL 
 

BECAUSE UNFORGIVENSS CAN DAMAGE OUR 
HEALTH 

 
When we do not deal with issues that arise in our lives 
and get to point of forgiveness it eats at us and this can 
cause a host of health problems. Inevitable when we do 
not forgive we become bitter.  Bitterness makes us hard 
and un-yielding and in many cases insensitive. As a result 
we become a source of hurt and pain to others. The 
victims of our bitterness are often not the ones who 
actually hurt us!  This bitterness has way of tapping the 
very life from us and making us weak. 
 

UNFORGIVENESS MEANS THAT GOD WILL NOT 
FORGIVE US 

 
This is perhaps the most devastating result of 
Unforgiveness.  We all want forgiveness for ourselves.  
The issue is that when we are not willing to extend 
forgiveness to others, GOD will not extend forgiveness to 
us!  I can think of nothing worse. 
 
Matthew 6:14-15 For if you forgive men when they sin 
against you, your heavenly Father will also forgive you. 
But if you do not forgive men their sins, your Father will 
not forgive your sins. 
 
The Amplified Bible Translation makes it even clearer: 
‘But if you do not forgive others their trespasses [their 
reckless and willful sins, leaving them, letting them go, 
and giving up resentment], neither will your Father 
forgive you your trespasses.’ 
 

UNFORGIVENESS WE CAN END UP TORMENTED 
 
There is a story that Jesus told about a man who owed a 
large amount of money to the King. One day the King 
called him in a demanded that He pay back the money he 
owed. He begged the King for forgiveness because he 
could not repay the debt. The King extended mercy and 
granted his request and released him of the amount he 

owed. On his way out this man saw another man who 
owed him some money and demanded that the man pay. 
The man plead for mercy, but he refused and had the 
man throw in jail. When the king heard what had 
happened he was angry and had the man handed over to 
the tormentors until his original debt was paid. Matthew 
18:23-35 
 
The crucial verse is verse 34: ‘Then the angry king sent the 
man to the torture chamber until he had paid every last 
penny due.’ 
 
Unforgiveness lands us in the torture chamber. The older 
Bible versions use the word tormentors. Unforgiveness 
leaves us tormented! 
 

BECAUSE FORGIVENESS RELEASES US FROM 
OFFENCE, AND OFFENCES STOPS US FROM 

RECEIVING BLESSING 

 
God wants each of us to be blessed and to know His 
blessing on our lives.  I know that each of us long for, and 
desire God’s blessing on our lives.  While we hold on to 
Unforgiveness we are offended and this offense is the 
thing that stands in the way of God’s blessing in and on 
our lives. 
 
Matthew 11:6 And blessed is he who is not offended 
because of Me. 
 
Don’t let Unforgiveness and offense rob you of any of the 
blessing that God may have planned for you! 
 

SOWING AN REAPING 
 
The principle of sowing and reaping also affects our lives.  
What we sow we will reap.  We all want to receive 
forgiveness when we have made a mistake or have done 
something wrong.  If you want to reap forgiveness you 
need to sow forgiveness.  If we sow mercy we will reap 
mercy.  If we demand judgment (which we are entitled to 
do when we have been wronged) then we are entitled to 
reap judgment when we have wronged others.  
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BECAUSE IT IS WHAT GOD EXPECTS OF US 
 
Again and again in the Bible we see that God expects us 
to be forgiving people.  If God expects us to forgive, why 
would we feel it is better to hold on to our offence and 
Unforgiveness?  Jesus set the greatest example. As He 
was hanging on the cross fro a crime He had never 
committed, He spoke out forgiveness when He said: 
‘Father forgive them for they know what the do’.  Here 
are some scriptures that remind us that God expects us 
to forgive others. 
 
Ephesians 4:32 Be kind to each other, tenderhearted, 
forgiving one another, just as God has forgiven you. 
 
Colossians 3:13 Be gentle and ready to forgive; never hold 
grudges. Remember, the Lord forgave you, so you must 
forgive others. 

 

FORGIVENESS IS A GIFT 
 
Forgiveness is something very special.  Forgiveness is a 
gift.  Forgiveness is a gift that you can give to someone 
else.  It is also a gift that you can withhold.  Most times 
forgiveness is an underserved gift that you and I can give 
to those who have wronged us.  Giving this gift brings 
freedom, while withholding this gift brings bondage.  It is 
a voluntary choice to give this gift! 
 

FORGIVENESS THE KEY TO FREEDOM 
 
Unforgiveness holds onto the right to be offended.  Giving 
the gift of forgiveness brings freedom.  We all want this 
freedom in our lives.  The problem is that life gives us 
reason to be offended and wronged. It is an inevitable 
part of life. For this reason we need to learn to forgive so 
that we can remain free.  You may ask how is this 
possible.  I believe that it starts on the inside as we get to 
the point where we are willing to extend forgiveness to 
others.  Prayer plays a vital role. Sometimes it is not 
possible to forgive people to their faces but we can do it 
as we pray. God knows!   
 
Forgiveness includes releasing others and brings freedom 
to them.  In a very real sense we need to have an attitude 
of forgiveness and walk in forgiveness. Just because we 
have extended forgiveness does not mean the situation 
will always jus go away.   It is for this reason that you and 
I need to walk in forgiveness to others.  You and I deserve 
the freedom that forgiveness can bring. 
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He lifts our heads 
          By: Andrew Roebert 
   
Life can sometimes get too much.  Have you ever watched someone who is walking around carrying a burden? Oftentimes 
it is written all over their faces and eventually their heads begin to drop.  There are many reasons why our heads would drop.  
Our heads may drop in shame, distress, stress, despondency and despair.   But God wants to step into our lives and lift our 
heads so that we can see Him and He can give us new hope. 
 
GOD WANTS TO LIFT UP OUR HEADS 
 
Psalm 3:3 But you are a shield around me, O LORD; you 
bestow glory on me and lift up my head. (NIV) 
 
God wants to be a shield around our lives.  God wants to 
lift up our heads.  When life gets too much we may drop 
our heads.  But God wants to step into our lives and lift 
up our heads. 
 
I just see this great picture of the great God reaching to 
us and placing his hand under our chins and gently lifting 
our heads and reminding us that everything will be all 
right. 
 
SEASONS OF CHALLENGE 
 
We all face seasons of challenge and difficulty from time 
to time.  I have even seen those who one would expect 
have everything, face these things. There are many 
reasons why we get to this point.   
 
It just so happens that we can find ourselves in difficulty 
and challenge from time to time.  But God wants to lift us 
up and out of these situations as well.  He wants to lift our 
heads in the process. 
 
Psalm 40:2 He lifted me out of the slimy pit, out of the 
mud and mire; he set my feet on a rock and gave me a 
firm place to stand. 
 
Psalm 3:3 But Lord, you are my shield, my glory, and my 
only hope. You alone can lift my head, now bowed in 
shame. (Living Bible) 
 
THE GOD OF THE IMPOSSIBLE 
 
You may feel that your situation or circumstances are far 
too serious and that not even God could change the 
things that you are facing.  This happens when we lose 
vision or lose sight of God in our lives.  
 
There is nothing too hard for God.  There is no situation, 
circumstance or dilemma that He cannot overcome.  God 
wants to do the impossible in the process of lifting our 
heads. 
 
 
 

 
 
Psalm 23:5 You prepare a table before me, in the presence 
of my enemies. You anoint my head with oil; my cup 
overflows. 
 
Psalm 3:3 But You, O LORD, are a shield for me, my glory 
and the One who lifts up my head. (NKJV) 
 
HOW LOW CAN YOU GO 
 
It seems like the lower we may go the more God is 
interested in lifting us up.  We can never get to the point 
where we have sunken below the point where God can 
reach us.  God always wants to reach out and lift us up. 
 
Jonah 2:5-7 I sank beneath the waves, and death was very 
near. The waters closed above me; the seaweed wrapped 
itself around my head. I went down to the bottoms of the 
mountains that rise from the ocean floor. I was locked out 
of life and imprisoned in the land of death. But, O Lord my 
God, you have snatched me from the yawning jaws of 
death! When I had lost all hope, I turned my thoughts 
once more to the Lord. 
 
Jonah was a man who had run away from God and ended 
up in the belly of a big fish in the depths of the ocean. Yet 
even there God was ready to lift him up and use him. 
 
WHEN WE TURN TO GOD 
 
It is as we turn to God that He can begin to lift us and lift 
up our heads.  When Jonah got to that point and turned 
to God, God stepped back into the picture and began to 
turn his circumstances around. 
 
Jonah 2:7 When I had lost all hope, I turned my thoughts 
once more to the Lord. 
 
Don’t miss this opportunity.  If you feel like the pressures 
of life are drowning you, turn to God. Run to Him and 
expect that as you do so He in turn will lift your head. 
 
Psalm 91:15-16 When he calls on me, I will answer; I will 
be with him in trouble and rescue him and honor him. I 
will satisfy him with a full life and give him my salvation.” 
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GOD LIFTS US UP 
 
God is the One who is truly in the position to lift us up.  
When God lifts us up it will become obvious to others that 
He has done just that. 
 
1 Samuel 2:7 The LORD makes poor and makes rich; He 
brings low and lifts up. 
 
Psalm 75:7 But it is God who judges: He brings one down, 
he exalts another. 
 
I believe that the desire in God’s heart for each of us is 
that we would follow him and love Him and in return He 
would lift us up. God is not looking for reason to pull us 
down; He is looking for reason to lift us up. 
 
LIFTING UP OUR FACES 
 
There was a song that we used to sing some years ago: 
‘Lift your vision high’.  I believe that this is what we need 
to do.  If we will begin to lift our faces and look towards 
God, I believe that He will begin to lift us up. 
 

Job 22:26 Surely then you will find delight in the Almighty 
and will lift up your face to God. 
 
Song of Solomon 2:6 His left hand is under my head and 
with his right hand he embraces me. 
 
Psalm 24:7 Lift up your heads, O you gates; be lifted up, 
you ancient doors that the King of glory may come in. 
 
ASKING GOD TO LIFT UP OUR HEADS 
 
I believe that we can ask God to lift us up.  You may feel 
that you have gone as low as you can go. Then I believe it 
is time to ask God to lift you up. 
 
Psalm 9:13 O LORD, see how my enemies persecute me! 
Have mercy and lift me up from the gates of death. 
 
Let’s begin to trust God to do this. Psalm 25:1-2 To you, 
O LORD, I lift up my soul;  in you I trust, O my God. 
 
Psalm 121:1-2 I lift up my eyes to the hills— where does 
my help come from?  My help comes from the LORD, the 
Maker of heaven and earth. 
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TOTAL RECALL NOTICE 
By Neville Sealy 

 

- Due to serious defects in the Primary & Central component of the Heart - 

 
 

The Maker of all Human Beings (God) is recalling all units manufactured 

regardless of make or year, due to a serious defect in the primary & central 

component of the Heart. This is due to a malfunction in the original prototype 

unit code named “Adam & Eve”, resulting in the reproduction of the same defect 

in all subsequent units! 
 

 

This defect has been identified as “Sub-sequential Internal Non-morality” commonly known 

as “S.I.N.”! Some of the symptoms include: 

 

 Amnesia of origin often replaced with other totally baseless origin forms  

 Loss of direction & lack of peace - “treading the mill” but going nowhere 

 Foul vocal emissions normally forthcoming when angry or frustrated  

 Rebellion and inability to submit to or accept constructive criticism  

 Controlled by ones circumstances and making of idols therein 

 Depression, confusion, fearfulness and lack of self-worth 

 Selfish, self-centered and emotionally based behaviour  

The Manufacturer, who is neither liable nor at fault for this defect, is providing factory 

authorized repair & service free of charge to correct this defect. The Repair Technician, Jesus 

The Christ, has most generously offered to carry the entire burden and staggering cost of these 

repairs now and forever more... THERE IS NO ADDITIONAL FEE REQUIRED! 

 

The number to call for in all areas of the World is “P-R-A-Y-E-R” accessible 24 hours of the 

day, 7 days of the week. Once connected, upload your burden of “S.I.N.” through the 

“REPENTANCE” procedure. Next download into your heart component “ATONEMENT” 

from and through the Repair Technician mentioned above – Jesus The Christ, The Son of The 

Living God.  

 

Please see the Operating Manual code named “B.I.B.L.E.” (Best Instruction Before Leaving 

Earth) for further details on the use of these fixes with special mention of the Makers direct 

contact line: “J-E-R-E-M-I-A-H  33:3” – Which is now accessible to you! 

 

WARNING 

Choosing not to respond to this Recall Action will 

ultimately result in the scrapping thereof and being 

thrown into the Fiery Furnace! 
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Easter egg hunts and  
the origins of Easter 

www.GotQuestions.org 

The origins of Easter are obscure. It is often assumed that 
the name Easter comes from a pagan figure called Eastre 
(or Eostre) who was celebrated as the goddess of spring 
by the Saxons of Northern Europe. According to the 
theory, Eastre was the “goddess of the east (from where 
the sun rises),” her symbol was the hare (a symbol of 
fertility), and a festival called Eastre was held during the 
spring equinox by the Saxons to honor her. This theory on 
the origin of Easter is highly problematic, however. 
 
The major problem with associating the origin of Easter 
with the pagan goddess Eastre/Eostre is that we have no 
hard evidence that such a goddess was ever worshiped 
by anyone, anywhere. The only mention of Eastre comes 
from a passing reference in the writings of the Venerable 
Bede, an eighth-century monk and historian. Bede wrote, 
“Eosturmononath has a name which is now translated as 
‘Paschal month,’ and which was once called after a 
goddess of theirs named Eostre, in whose honor feasts 
were celebrated in that month. Now they designate the 
Paschal season by her name, calling the joys of the new 
rite by the time-honoured name of the old observance” 
(De Temporum Ratione). And that’s it. Eostre is not 
mentioned in any other ancient writing; we have found 
no shrines, no altars, nothing to document the worship of 
Eastre. It is possible that Bede simply extrapolated the 
name of the goddess from the name of the month. 
 
In the nineteenth century, the German folklorist Jakob 
Grimm researched the origins of the German name for 
Easter, Ostern, which in Old High German was Ostarâ. 
Both words are related to the German word for 
“east,” ost. Grimm, while admitting that he could find no 
solid link between Easter and pagan celebrations, made 
the assumption that Ostara was probably the name of a 
German goddess. Like Eastre, the goddess Ostara was 
based entirely on supposition and conjecture; before 
Grimm’s Deustche Mythologie (1835), there was no 
mention of the goddess in any writings. 
 
So, while the word Easter most likely comes from an old 
word for “east” or the name of a springtime month, we 
don’t have much evidence that suggests anything more. 
Assertions that Easter is pagan or that Christians have 
appropriated a goddess-holiday are untenable. Today, 
however, it seems that Easter might as well have pagan 
origins, since it has been almost completely 
commercialized—the world’s focus is on Easter eggs, 
Easter candy, and the Easter bunny. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Christians celebrate Easter as the resurrection of Christ 
on the third day after His crucifixion. It is the oldest 
Christian holiday and the most important day of the 
church year because of the significance of the crucifixion 
and resurrection of Jesus Christ, the events upon which 
Christianity is based (1 Corinthians 15:14). In some 
Christian traditions, Easter Sunday is preceded by the 
season of Lent, a 40-day period of fasting and repentance 
culminating in Holy Week and followed by a 50-day Easter 
season that stretches from Easter to Pentecost. 
 
Because of the commercialization and possible pagan 
origins of Easter, many churches prefer to call it 
“Resurrection Sunday.” The rationale is that, the more we 
focus on Christ and His work on our behalf, the better. 
Paul says that without the resurrection of Christ our faith 
is futile (1 Corinthians 15:17). What more wonderful 
reason could we have to celebrate! Whether we call it 
“Easter” or “Resurrection Sunday,” what is important is 
the reason for our celebration, which is that Christ is alive, 
making it possible for us to have eternal life (Romans 6:4)! 
 
Should we celebrate Easter or allow our children to go on 
Easter egg hunts? This is a question both parents and 
church leaders struggle with. Ultimately, it comes down 
to a matter of conscience (Romans 14:5). There is nothing 
essentially evil about painting and hiding eggs and having 
children search for them. What is important is our focus.  
 

If our focus is on Christ, our children can be taught to 

understand that the eggs are just a fun game. Children 

should know the true meaning of the day, and parents 

and the church have a responsibility to teach the true 

meaning. In the end, participation in Easter egg hunts 

and other secular traditions must be left up to the 

discretion of parents. 

 

http://www.gotquestions.org/
https://www.gotquestions.org/resurrection-Christ-important.html
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Cor%2015.14
https://www.gotquestions.org/what-is-Lent.html
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Cor%2015.17
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom%206.4
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom%2014.5
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