magazine

August 2016

HOW CAN I KNOW WHEN GOD
IS TELLING ME TO DO SOMETHING?
1

alivetogod.com | August 2016

Support

YOUR SUPPORT AND FINANCIAL CONTRIBUTION WILL
GREATLY ASSIST US IN THE WORK THAT WE ARE DOING.
BANKING DETAILS
ACC NAME:
BANK:		
ACC NUMBER:
BRANCH:		
BRANCH CODE:
SWIFT ADDRESS:
REFERENCE:

ALIVE TO GOD
STANDARD BANK
411338196 (Cheque)
MENLYN
012345
SBZAZAJJ
Your email address

DEBIT ORDERS
You can also give regularly by means of a debit order.
If you would like to make use of this option, please email
us at andrew@alivetogod.com and request the debit
order form.
SECURE ONLINE DONATION
http://www.alivetogod.com/payment.aspx
PAYPAL
It is now possible to send money to an email address via PayPal.
Simply click on the following link:
https://www.paypal.com/webapps/mpp/send-money-online
ALIVE TO GOD now has over 450 000 fans on Facebook, with almost
170 000 subscribers worldwide and our intercessors have prayed for more than
3 000 prayer requests in a month. We give all of the honour to God.
We trust that the Lord will bless you through this ministry.

Andrew & Vanessa Roebert
ALIVE TO GOD

2

alivetogod.com | August 2016

C NTENTS

&

featured articles - August 2016
4-5

AT HOME WITH THE LORD		
Andrew Roebert

6-9

BEING CONFIDENT IN GOD
Andrew Roebert

10-11 HOW CAN I KNOW WHEN 		
GOD IS TELLING ME TO DO
SOMETHING
GotQuestions.org

12-15 12 THINGS YOU CAN 		
LEARN THAT WILL 			
MAKE YOU BETTER AT THE
GAME OF LIFE
SeedTime.com

16-19 COPING WHEN YOUR 		
SPOUSE IS UNEMPLOYED
MarriageMissions.com

20-21 PRAYER FOR
PERSONAL HEALING

AT

WITH THE LORD
By: Andrew W Roebert

2 Corinthians 5:8
‘WE ARE CONFIDENT, I SAY, AND WOULD PREFER TO
BE AWAY FROM THE BODY AND AT HOME WITH THE LORD.’

1 Being at Home
Being at home is the most wonderful thing. What does ‘being at
home’ mean to you? How do you describe the feeling of ‘being
at home’?
Here are a few suggestions:
1. A sense of security.
2. The knowledge that you are where you belong.
3. Knowing that you are accepted as you are.
4. Knowing that you are loved.
5. Knowing that you can be yourself.
6. Knowing that your wrongs are forgiven.
It is more than just where you grew up and more than just the
place where you sleep. Houses get bought and sold, but a home
travels with you. I remember years ago TBN (Trinity Broadcasting
Network) had a slogan that caught my attention. The slogan was
‘COME HOME TO TBN’. I still think this was one of the best
concepts they ever came up with.
I also remember years ago during my national service going to
‘border duty’ in northern Namibia for 6 months. I recall my home
coming after the 6 month tour of duty and the delight and joy to
be away from the ‘front’ and ‘at home’ with family and loved ones.
I have discovered that some ladies are housewives and others
are homemakers and there is a big difference. It is an extraordinary feeling of quality of life and well-being.
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2. At home with the Lord in Life
I believe that we can be ‘at home’ with the
Lord during our earthly existence. I believe
that we can know the Lord as a living reality
during the ‘living years’. It is often said that
‘home is where the heart is’.
Matthew 6:19-21 (AMP) “Do not store up for
yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and
rust destroy, and where thieves break in and
steal. But store up for yourselves treasures in
heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys
and where thieves do not break in and steal; for
where your treasure is, there your heart [your
wishes, your desires; that on which your life
centers] will be also.”
We should find our fulfillment in Him. The
Bible speaks of the fact that the Lord is our
Good Shepherd. When we know Him in this
way, we can know what it means to be ‘at
home with the Lord’ in this life. During our
earthly existence we have the privilege and
pleasure to know God in a particular way.
1 Corinthians 13:12 ‘Now we see things
imperfectly, like puzzling reflections in a mirror,
but then we will see everything with perfect
clarity. All that I know now is partial and incomplete, but then I will know everything completely, just as God now knows me completely.’
When we make peace with God while we
don’t fully understand and grasp things, but
simply trust Him for who He is, we can know
what it means to be at home with God in this
life.
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3. At home with the Lord for eternity.
The wonderful promise of the Christian faith
is the fact that we can one day be ‘at home
with the Lord’ for eternity.
We need to constantly remind ourselves of
the fact that we are eternal spiritual beings
having a temporary earthly experience.
This world is not our home. Hebrews 13:14
‘For this world is not our permanent home; we
are looking forward to a home yet to come.’
Everything about life is temporary and
everything about eternity is eternal. The
Bible tells us that we are foreigners, aliens,
strangers and sojourners.
1 Peter 2:11 ‘Friends, this world is not your
home, so don’t make yourselves cozy in it. Don’t
indulge your ego at the expense of your soul.’
2 Corinthians 5:8 ‘Yes, we are fully confident,
and we would rather be away from these earthly bodies, for then we will be at home with the
Lord.’ NLT
This verse contains the word ‘then’. When we
are away from these earthly bodies, THEN, we
will be at home with the Lord. This is home in
the truest sense of the word.
This is where we really belong. This is where
eternity will not be long enough to enjoy the
extraordinary feeling of quality of life and
well-being. Oh the joy of spending eternity
with the Lord!
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BEING CONFIDENT

IN GOD

By: Andrew Roebert

It is great to know that we can have confidence in God. We can trust God and we can rely on
Him. There are times in our lives when we may feel differently. But this does not change the
facts. God can be depended on. Yet we rely on our own strength and ability when God has
said we can trust and rely on Him. It is time to put our confidence back in God.

1
CONFIDENCE IS LINKED TO FAITH
Faith is an important part of our lives. Faith
moves God. Faith pleases God

in God. God has plans for us. He has a purpose with each one of us. We can feel secure
in this. We can feel secure in God.

Hebrews 11:1 What is faith? It is the CONFIDENT ASSURANCE that something we
want is going to happen. It is the certainty
that what we hope for is waiting for us, even
though we cannot see it up ahead

3

We need to have this confident assurance in
God. In spite of all the situations and issues
around us

2
WE NEED TO DEVELOP A LIFESTYLE OF
CONFIDENCE IN GOD
The issue here is trusting God completely.
Whole-hearted dependence. Desperate
dependence. Like a child who is totally confident in its parents, so we can be confident

6

THERE IS NO PLACE FOR DOUBT
Trust and confidence in God leaves no room
for doubt. Doubt is a tool used to get us to
stop trusting God. Doubt usually starts small
and grows. If it is left unchecked it will grow
into full blown unbelief.
Matthew 21:21 Then Jesus told them, “Truly, if you have faith and don’t doubt, you can
do things like this and much more. You can
even say to this Mountain, ‘Move over into
the ocean,’ and it will.”
We must not doubt when it comes to God.
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WHAT HAPPENS WHEN WE LOSE OUR
CONFIDENCE IN GOD?
When doubt enters our hearts many things begin to
take place. We stop believing and our confidence
on God fades. We begin to rely on ourselves and our
abilities and resources. Faith is no longer needed to live
our lives. Then when things do not work out we begin
to get discouraged. This starts to affect us.

5
THREE THINGS THAT HAPPEN WHEN
OUR CONFIDENCE IN GOD DECLINES
1. We lose heart - We get discouraged
2. We want to give up
3. Despair sets in
We loose all hope.
Life become futile.
And if God is not real to us,
these things can easily happen.
That’s what leads some individuals to
eventually take their own lives. This is not
what God has in store for us.

6
GOD HAS HIS GOODNESS IN STORE FOR US
We can have confidence in this. The Psalmist David understood this.
Psalm 27:13 I am still confident of this:
I will see the goodness of the LORD in the land of the living. (NIV).
Listen to this phrase: I WILL SEE THE GOODNESS OF THE LORD. David had great confi-
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dence in God. He was obviously trusting and expecting God for something. And he knew
that God would come through for him. We can learn from David.

7
EXPECT GOD TO COME THROUGH FOR YOU
I want to live like this. In constant expectation that GOD is going to come through for me
Psalm 27:13 - 14 I am expecting the Lord to rescue me again, so that once again I will see
his goodness to me here in the land of the living.
Expect the Lord to rescue you. Expect Him to rescue you again and again.
He wants to do that for us.

8
WHEN CAN WE EXPECT THIS HELP?
When does God intend coming through for us.
Is it in the sweet by and by. Or perhaps when we
get to heaven. NO, it is for now. While we are
alive
Psalm 27:13 - 14 I am expecting the Lord to rescue
me again, so that once again I will see his goodness
to me here in the land of the living.

8
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God wants to come through for us in the land of the living. If you are breathing today, then
you are in the land of the living. You are among the living.Then we qualify for God to come
through for us.

9
SOMETIMES WE NEED TO WAIT
As we are trusting in God, we must hold on.
We must not become impatient. It calls for courage.
Psalm 27: 14 Don’t be impatient. Wait for the Lord, and he will come and save you! Be brave,
stouthearted, and courageous. Yes, wait and he will help you. (Living Translation)
Psalm 27:13 – 14 I would have lost heart, unless I had believed that I would see the goodness of the LORD in the land of the living. Wait on the LORD; Be of good courage, and He shall
strengthen your heart; Wait, I say, on the LORD! (NKJV)

9
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How can I know
when God is
telling me to
do something?
http://www.gotquestions.org/God-telling-me.html
Pray, especially when you’re unsure of God’s will for your life.
“If any of you lacks wisdom, he should ask God, who gives generously to all without
finding fault, and it will be given to him” (James 1:5). “Be still before the Lord and
wait patiently for Him” (Psalm 37:7). If you don’t know what to pray, you can
always personalize & pray verses such as, “Show me the way I should go, for to You
I lift up my soul” (Psalm 143:8) and, “Guide me in Your truth and teach me” (Psalm
25:5).
The primary way God commands us is through His Word.
“All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and
training in righteousness” (2 Timothy 3:16).
If Scripture commands something of us, there’s no need to hesitate & wonder
if it’s really God’s will for us. He cares so much about us that He already gave a
plain and clear guidebook to life – the Bible.
“Your Word is a lamp to my feet and a light for my path”
(Psalm 119:105). “The Law of the Lord is perfect, reviving the soul. The statutes of
the Lord are trustworthy, making wise the simple”
(Psalm 19:7). “How can a young man keep his way pure? By living according to
Your Word” (Psalm 119:9).
Likewise, God never, ever contradicts Himself, so He’ll never ask you to something contradictory to Scripture. He will never ask you to sin. He will never ask
you to do something Jesus Christ wouldn’t do.
We need to immerse ourselves in the Bible, so we will know which actions meet
God’s standards.
“Do not let this Book of the Law depart from your mouth: meditate on it day and
night, so that you may be careful to do everything that is written in it” (Joshua 1:8).

10
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CHRISTIANS ALSO HAVE THE HOLY
SPIRIT TO DISCERN WHAT IS, OR IS
NOT, GOD’S WILL FOR OUR LIVES.
“The Spirit of truth . . . will guide you into all
truth” (John 16:13).
Sometimes the Holy Spirit will either
agitate our conscience if we’re making
a wrong decision, or He will pacify and
encourage us when we’re leaning toward
the right decision.
Even if He doesn’t intervene in such
noticeable ways, we can have confidence
that He’s always in charge.
Sometimes God can alter a situation
without us even realizing He has acted.
“The Lord will guide you always”
(Isaiah 58:11).
If God is calling you to take a leap of faith,
be encouraged by His presence.
“Have I not commanded you? Be strong and
courageous. Do not be terrified, do not be
discouraged, for the Lord your God will be
with you wherever you go”
(Joshua 1:9).

What we are not to do is expect to hear
voices from God. There is a dangerous
trend today where people seek to hear a
“word from the Lord,” extraneous to the
words He has already given us in the Bible.
“The Lord told me . . .” has become the
mantra of experience-driven Christianity.
Unfortunately, what He “tells” one person
often contradicts what He “tells” another, and these extra-biblical revelations
have proven to be very divisive, tearing
apart church after church as one person’s
experience seeks to take precedence over
another’s.
This results in chaos, benefiting no one
except Satan, who loves to sow discord
among believers. We should make the
Apostle Peter our example in these
matters.
In spite of the miraculous experience on
the Mount of Transfiguration, where he
beheld the glorified Christ speaking with
Moses and Elijah who came from heaven,
Peter refused to rely on that experience,
declaring instead that “We also have the
more sure prophetic word which you do well
to heed as a light that shines in a dark place”
(2 Peter 1:18-19 NKJV).

And remember, “Cast all your anxiety on
Him because He cares for you” (1 Peter 5:7).
“Trust in the Lord with all your heart and
lean not on your own understanding, in all
your ways acknowledge Him, and He will
direct your paths” (Proverbs 3:5-6).

11
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12

things you can learn
that will make you better
at the game of life
These are 12 simple things that you can learn today
to help you become better at the game of LIFE!...
We go to school to learn hands-on skills that will
enable us to be better at earning a living. But many
of the skills that will make you a success in life have
little or nothing to do with earning a living. They’re
mostly about living your life, interacting with other
people, and improving yourself. And sometimes
they even help you earn a living. Here are several things you can learn how to do today that will
make you better at the game of life....We go to
school to learn hands-on skills that will enable us
to be better at earning a living.
But many of the skills that will make you a success
in life have little or nothing to do with earning a
living. They’re mostly about living your life, interacting with other people, and improving yourself.

12

And sometimes they even help you earn a living.
Here are several things you can learn how to do
today that will make you better at the game of life.

1

LEARN HOW TO LEARN

You can learn almost anything you need with a simple Google search. My son and I figured out how to
change the ignition coils in my car just from watching a YouTube video. You can do the same with virtually anything else you want to learn.
Just Google “how to [fill in the blank]?” You’ll be
surprised to find out that many things are much
simpler than you ever imagined.
This is not only a great way to get the information
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you need, but it’s also an excellent way to shop
more intelligently, and to learn new skills.

2

COOK YOUR OWN MEALS
Since World War II, the percentage of food that’s
prepared inside the home has been declining
steadily in favor of restaurant meals and prepared
meals from grocery stores. While that may be incredibly convenient, it’s a very expensive way to
live.
Cooking is a very under-appreciated skill. Not only
will mastering it help you to save money on food,
but cooking is also a form of personal expression.
It’s a way of adding your personality to a meal, and
even to create entirely new concoctions. We all
need creative outlets, and cooking is a chance to
do it without leaving home.

3

HANDLE A JOB INTERVIEW OR MAKE A
SALES PITCH
I’ve lumped these two together, because they really are the same thing. Or more particularly, handling a job interview is a form of making a sales
pitch where the product is you.

not a salesperson argument every time. Learning how to pitch yourself or some other product,
service, or idea will open your horizons. Failing to
embrace your inner sales persona can only hold
you back. And it’s mostly a matter of believing in
yourself and what it is you’re pitching.

MANAGE YOUR TIME EFFICIENTLY

4

We each only have a limited amount of time each
day, and how we use that time is one of the biggest
determining factors in whether or not we succeed
in what it is that we are doing. Successful people
tend to master time control. Less successful people
often openly struggle with this.
Work on concentrating the most productive time
of your day on doing the activities that will be most
beneficial to you and to your family, church or organization. This means avoiding the human tendency toward creative avoidance. If you are in sales
for example, the first, best part of your day should
be spent making sales calls. Leave less critical tasks
to be handled later in the day when your energy
level is lower.
And see if your production doesn’t increase.

At some time or other in your life you will need to
be a salesperson. Handling a job interview is one
common example. You can’t hide behind the I’m

13
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5

TRAVEL LIGHT IN LIFE
Whoever has the most toys wins! That saying
sounds emotionally satisfying in a world driven
by consumerism. But it’s not a particularly efficient way to live.
Accumulating stuff has a way of weighing down
our lives, in much the same way as being overweight weighs down our bodies. You simply
don’t have complete freedom of action when
you have a pile of stuff that needs to be stored,
maintained, protected, and paid for.

6

7

8

Keep your possessions down to a well-controlled
level. That will also help you to reduce the clutter
in your life that can also impair free-thinking.

CONTROL YOUR EXCESSES

AVOID DEBT
Avoiding debt applies to both traveling light in
life and controlling your excesses. This is because
it can weigh you down, and reach an excess level
that destroys you financially. For these reasons,
avoiding debt may be appropriately termed a life
survival skill.

LIVE BENEATH YOUR MEANS
You can avoid most financial problems in life
just by learning to live beneath your means. If
you can, you’ll always have extra money available. That will not only help you to accumulate
savings – that can act as a cushion against the
uncertainties of life – but it also helps to keep
you out of debt. After all, if you’re living within
your means there’s no need to borrow. And if you
have savings, you’ll always have a source of money to go to without having to go into debt.
Living beneath your means also gives you the
flexibility that you need to make major changes
- Pastor Ed Roebert - 24 January 1993 in life. For example, it frees you up to take a lower paying job or to start a business if that’s what
you choose to do. If you are living at or above
your current income level, taking a lower paying
position may be impossible.

There are a lot of very talented people who
self-destruct because they can’t control their excesses. We can easily see this with people who
are addicted to alcohol and narcotics.
But less obvious is people who are addicted to
food, social validation, being part of the crowd,
or being on the social cutting edge.
It’s not always enough to be good at what you
do – you also have to be good at avoiding behaviors and activities that will slow you down.

As a rule, the less debt you have, the better your
life will be. Less debt means more options, and
more mental clarity. Avoiding it is a skill as much
as anything else.

9

Living beneath your means also provides you
with the ability to become a long-term saver.
That means that you will have money available
to invest for a more prosperous future.

NEGOTIATING
There’ll always be a need for effective negotiating. Many people find negotiating distasteful
or even intimidating, and for that reason they
often concede victory to the other party without a fight. But negotiating is more a matter of
protecting your interests than some sort of hard
knocks skill.
Whether you are involved in getting a new job,
buying a car, buying a home, or settling a dispute

14
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with another person, you’ll need to have some
level of negotiating skills. The better that you are
at it, the better your life will be.

10

SPEAK LESS, LISTEN MORE
This is a real talent that not many people have.
When you listen, you learn. And one of the things
you learn is what other people are thinking, and
that can make dealing with them much easier.
But the key to listening more is learning to speak
less. It’s simply not possible to listen when you’re
the one doing the talking. Listening makes you
more empathetic, and tends to disarm other
people. When you show that you are prepared to
listen to another person’s position, the defenses
go down and you have an easier time making
your point.

11

That can lead to better relationships with other
people, as well as more favorable business transactions. It’s a skill well worth mastering.

EXPRESS YOURSELF WITH CONFIDENCE
Have you ever noticed how some people command respect when they speak? Part of this is
the mechanics of your speech – they just seem
to have superior verbal skills. But it’s probably
true that more of it comes from emotional factors, like the confidence they project when they
speak.

on the Internet), but it’s the ability to project that
knowledge that wins people over.
If you’ve never had much confidence when it
comes to expressing yourself, take small steps.
Try being more confident where you are most
knowledgeable. Over time, as you increase your
knowledge base, you may find yourself becoming more confident overall.

BELIEVE IN YOURSELF

12

Nearly every other skill or practice on this list is
more doable when you believe in yourself. This
isn’t about being arrogant, but rather having a
quiet confidence in who you are and what you’re
doing.
Other people can usually sense whether or not
you believe in yourself. If they sense that you
do, you’ll earn their respect and often their help
and support. But if it’s apparent that you don’t
believe in yourself, you can easily end up being
ignored or even becoming a victim.
This isn’t a plan to become the leader of the
pack in all that you do, but rather to approach
everything in your life with the quiet confidence
that you can handle what it is you’re trying to do.
Master some of these skills and behaviors, and
you’ll likely find that you’ll become better in all
areas of the game of life.

None of us are knowledgeable in all areas, so it’s
perfectly okay to let others know that you aren’t
an expert. But when you are knowledgeable, it’s
important that you express your positions with
confidence. That confidence is the attention getter, and the primary reason why people respect
your opinion, even if they don’t agree with you.
Knowledge is everywhere (and easily obtained

15
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Coping When
Your Spouse is
Unemployed
HOW DO YOU COPE WHEN YOUR SPOUSE IS UNEMPLOYED? HOW DOES YOUR MARRIAGE SURVIVE
THE STRAIN THIS SITUATION PUTS UPON IT? AS ROBERTA RAND SAID: “THE LOSS OF A JOB CAN PUT
THE VOW ‘FOR BETTER OR FOR WORSE’ TO THE TEST. UNEMPLOYMENT RATES HIGH ON THE LIST, ALONG
WITH DEATH AND DIVORCE, AS ONE OF LIFE’S TOP STRESS-INDUCING EVENTS. FORTUNATELY, THERE
ARE PLENTY OF RESOURCES AND GUIDANCE FOR THOSE COPING WITH THEIR OWN UNEMPLOYMENT.
BUT WHAT ABOUT THE REST OF THE FAMILY? UNEMPLOYMENT IMPACTS SPOUSES AND CHILDREN, TOO.”

Sandra Lundberg, from the book, The First Five Years of Marriage said this about being
unemployed: “Nobody likes to think about being unemployed. But it’s a state that’s more
and more common. Whether due to corporate ‘right-sizing,’ termination, or career change, it’s
always an uneasy time. What causes the stress? First, the spouse who’s lost his or her job may
have suffered a serious blow to the identity. This is especially true for husbands, since most
men largely define themselves by
their
work [although
The
following
is a true we acknowledge that it’s not true for
testimony; written by Nancy
DeMoss, in the devotional,
The Quiet Place: Daily Devotional Readings that demonstrates this point:
“Jeannie and her husband
were 5 or 6 years into marriage, and whatever feelings
had once been there were
long gone. Hate was not too
strong a word to describe
what raced through her heart
whenever she was angry with
him. In a desperate attempt
to salvage what little was left
of their relationship, they
planned a Valentine’s getaway
www.MarriageMissions.com
and hoped something might
spark. It didn’t.”
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“Yet while forcing their way
through a strained, disappointing weekend, with no
storybook romance to come
to their rescue, they did
exercise the self-control and
presence of mind to make one
new promise together: they
would stop speaking harshly
to each other.
It just wasn’t worth the effort
and emotion anymore. Nor
would they confide and complain to friends, ‘Do you know
what he did? Do you know
what she said?’ Surely they
could do that much.
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all]. They also tend to believe
that the husband’s earnings
are the family’s primary
income, whether that belief
is stated or not.
“Second, many couples haven’t saved enough money
to get them through a prolonged period of unemployment. Running out of money
is a real possibility, depending on how long joblessness
lasts. So is going into debt
with credit cards or losing a
house if you default on bond
repayments. All this weighs
heavily on both partners,
especially the one who feels
most responsible to ‘win the
bread.”
Coping when your spouse is
unemployed can be difficult

17

for any married partners, but
it’s especially difficult when
the challenges are overwhelming and are coming at
you from all sides. This type
of situation works over-time
on your mind and how you
interact as husband and
wife.
Christina Woodside knows
what it’s like to be a wife
whose husband loses a job.
She writes,
“I heard the garage door
opening. It was only 5
o’clock. Don certainly was
home early. Lately he had
been working long days,
much too long. ‘I sure hope
they appreciate his hard
work,’ I often thought. ‘He
deserves to come home

early one day. I’m so glad
he’s finally doing it.’
“But as I glanced up from the
sink full of dishes, one look
at his face told me something was wrong. My smile
faded and before I could
say anything, he painfully
murmured, ‘I got a pink slip
today, along with 150 other
people.’ The company had
been hiding its financial
problems until now. We
were stunned.
For a man, especially one in
his early fifties with two kids
in college, news like this can
be devastating.”
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Laurie Jackson voiced her journey with her
husband’s unemployment this way:
“When my husband, Dennis, first began
job hunting, I’d hold my breath as I waited
for him to appear at the door, eager for a
glimpse of his face to tell me if his day had
been a success. But now, 15 months after
he became a statistic —one of 300 laid off
by his employer of six years —I can tell how
his day’s gone simply by the way his feet hit
the steps leading from the garage into the
house.
Today his footsteps are heavy, as though he’s
carrying the weight of the world.
“All these months I’ve watched Dennis stuff
hundreds of resumés into the mailbox and
pound away at the computer keyboard,
courageously sending hundreds more
electronically. I’ve waved good-bye to him
as he drives off early in the morning to face
another day of approaching unapproachable
receptionists at companies that ‘are not hiring.’ And I’ve greeted his slumped shoulders
and downcast eyes upon his return after
another unproductive afternoon.
“I’ve seen Dennis lower his expectations,
then lower them further. An electronics
technician with a sterling work record and
more than 20 years’ experience in his field,
he first sought a comparable job. After a few
months,
Dennis expanded his search to include
entry-level positions in his field, expecting
that would do the trick. His wink and nod
assured me we’d find a way to get by for a
while on the lower salary. But after several
weeks went by with no interviews, much less
job offers, he began to respond to every job
posting for which he was qualified —and,

18

more often than not, overqualified.
“HE THEN BEGAN TO BE TURNED AWAY FOR JOBS
ON A WHOLE DIFFERENT LEVEL: GAS STATION
ATTENDANT, CUSTODIAN, GROCERY CLERK, AND
SCHOOL CROSSING GUARD, TO NAME A FEW.
AND WHILE I WAS PROUD OF HIS WILLINGNESS
TO DO WHATEVER JOB IT TOOK TO PUT FOOD
ON THE TABLE, IT WAS AT THAT POINT I BECAME
AFRAID.

“My fear stemmed from all the unknowns:
What if Dennis doesn’t find work soon? How
long can we go without his income? What
will happen to us when the unemployment
insurance expires, or our savings runs dry? In
the beginning, I was Dennis’ biggest cheerleader. But the more time goes by, the more
discouraged, despondent, and bewildered
Dennis becomes. And the more tired I get.”
Maybe you’ve even gotten to the place, as
Laurie Jackson did, where you’re so very
tired and each day drags onto the next, with
no end in sight, so that fear, anger, and a
whole range of emotions have overtaken
any optimism you could ever have.
Sarah Canney found herself in that place and
writes the following: “When my husband
lost his job and his self-esteem, I had to learn
a lesson in grace and patience.”
What can you do to support your husband
as he goes through unemployment — or any
difficult time? Christina Woodside says that
he needs more than just platitudes like, “Oh,
it’ll be all right. You’ll find an even better job
soon.” She lists five ways you can give him
the kind of support he really needs:

make him your
priority
He needs you near at this time especially.
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Be aware of the petty things that cause tension. You’ll soon see how insignificant they
are and how important your relationship is.
Be alert to ways you can encourage him –a
spontaneous hug, special meals, notes on
his desk, etc.

Remind him that his
worth is not determined by his job.
It’s so easy, especially for a man, to feel like
the whole world is crashing in on him and
that he is not needed. Help your husband
remember that his worth is not measured
by money or the opinion of others. He is
worth so much that Jesus Christ died for his
sins so he could spend eternity in fellowship
with God. He has God on his side. “But let
him who boasts, boast about this: that he
understands and knows [the Lord]”
(Jeremiah 9:24).

Encourage him to
spend time daily with
the Lord.
His Bible study and personal prayer will
make a difference between a growing
despondency and a growing witness as he
trusts in the Lord’s provisions. Others are
watching. No matter how urgent the job
search is we should not neglect our time
with the Lord. “But seek first God’s kingdom
and His righteousness, and all these things
will be added to you as well” (Matthew 6:33).

Besides your individual time with the Lord,
spend time on your knees together. If you
have never prayed together, now is a good
time to start. Anything new feels awkward.
But you will soon come to treasure these
times in prayer. “If any of you lacks wisdom,
he should ask God, who gives generously to
all” (James 1:5).

Enlist a few close
Christian friends to
pray for you.
God uses the prayers and intercessions of His
family to accomplish His purposes (1 Thessalonians 5:23-25).
God may not answer your prayers as you
expect. But speaking from experience, I
guarantee you that He knows you and your
needs better than you do (Philippians 4:19).
Trust Him. Let this be a time when you draw
nearer to God and to each other. You may
look back one day and count this trial as a
real blessing in your relationship with each
other and with God. Thank God for what He
is going to teach you about yourselves and
about Him. “Be joyful always; pray continually; give thanks in all circumstances, for this is
God’s will for you in Christ Jesus” (1 Thessalonians 5:16-18). Why not start today.
Read more at: http://www.crosswalk.com/
family/marriage/relationships/when-yourhusband-loses-his-job

Together ask the
Lord for guidance,
wisdom, and His provisions, not only for
a new job, but also
for managing finances
and related stress.
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Prayer for personal healing
by Rebecca Barlow Jordan
rebeccabarlowjordan.com

(c) 2015, Rebecca Barlow Jordan, “A Prayer for Personal Healing,” first published on crosswalk.
com/faith/prayer/prayers/a-prayer-for-personal-healing.html, accessed on 10 August 2016,
used by permission, http://www.rebeccabarlowjordan.com.

God, you know me so well. You created me. You know
the number of hairs on my head, and you even know
the thoughts conceived in my heart before I ever
vocalize them. You’ve told us to come to you and ask
for every need of life. You are Jehovah-Rapha, the God
who heals, and you have the final word on my destiny,
the number of years I’ll live and serve you on earth.
I’m coming to you today as your child, longing to hear
from you and asking for your divine healing. There’s
so much I don’t understand about life. But I do know
that with one touch, one word, you can make me
whole. Please forgive me of my sins, cleanse me of my
unrighteousness, and begin your healing from the
inside out.

If you use doctors to provide healing, give them
wisdom to know what to do. Regardless of how you
accomplish it, the healing you give is always miraculous. And you deserve all the praise.
I absolutely believe you have the power to heal. You
demonstrated that on earth, and you still heal in
miraculous ways today.
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Even when my faith is weak, you say it is
enough, and my love for you is strong. And
I know you already hold my heart and life in
your hands. It’s up to you. If I can bring you
more glory through healing, then that’s what
I ask for. That’s what I desire.
But if your answer is no, or not now, I know
that your grace is sufficient for me. Ultimately, I want your will to be my will. I look
forward to spending an eternity with you.

But Lord, if you have planned still more
for me to do here on this earth, I not only
need and want your physical healing, Lord,
but a thorough, deep-down cleansing and
strengthening—a whole-hearted renewal
of all that I am. Because all that I am is yours.
Use this trial to strengthen me from a “whatif” faith to a “no-matter-what” faith. And no
matter what, I choose to honor you and give
you glory.
In Jesus’s name, Amen.
BIBLE VERSES:

Proverbs 4:20-22 My son, pay attention to what I say; listen closely to my
words. Do not let them out of your sight, keep them within your heart; for
they are life to those who find them and health to a man’s whole body.
Psalm 107:19-20 Then they cried to the LORD in their trouble, and he saved
them from their distress. He sent forth his word and healed them; he rescued
them from the grave. Let them give thanks to the LORD for his unfailing love
and his wonderful deeds for men.
Jeremiah 17:14 Heal me, O LORD, and I will be healed; save me and I will be
saved, for you are the one I praise.
Mark 5:34 He said to her, “Daughter, your faith has healed you. Go in peace
and be freed from your suffering.”
James 5:16 Therefore confess your sins to each other and pray for each other
so that you may be healed. The prayer of a righteous man is powerful and
effective.
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